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During the conference, we will be posting daily updates to the programme on our conference website 
https://www.alaa2018conference.com/ 

We would love to hear from you during the conference and invite you to join the conversation by 
tweeting along at #ALAA1018 
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WELCOME FROM THE ALAA 2018 CONFERENCE CONVENORS 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

On behalf of the conference organising committee, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to 
the University of Wollongong for the ALAA 2018 conference on Engaging diversity: Creating 
connections and building knowledge.  

The Applied Linguistics landscape is rapidly changing due to the diversity of social, political 
and educational issues. This conference provides a forum for us to discuss how our discipline 
can respond effectively to the challenges and opportunities afforded in local and global 
contexts. The wide array of topics included in this program speaks to the theme of the 
conference and the important work of applied linguistics. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each of you for joining us to create connections and build knowledge.  

The annual ALAA conference is a special time for a lot of us. It is a time when we can meet old 
friends and make new ones, and together we can celebrate our progress over the past year. 
The papers included in the program showcase the significant and diverse range of research 
undertaken in applied linguistics in Australia and elsewhere. We look forward to stimulating 
discussions throughout the conference.  

Keynotes play a pivotal role in professional conferences. I would like to thank our keynote 
speakers for their time in preparing their talks. You are the reasons why most of us are here at 
this conference.  

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our conference organising committee for 
creating this very interactive and exciting conference program.    

I look forward to meeting all of you at the conference.  

 

 
Honglin Chen 
Co-convenor of the ALAA 2018 
ALAA President 
 

 

 

Conference Committee: 

Amanda Baker, Bianca Beljanski, Michael Burri, Honglin Chen, Mark Fraser, Melinda Horsley, Xiaoping Gao, 
Alfredo Herrero de Haro, Claire Kembrey, Lei-Min Shi 
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ALAA 2018 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DESK 

For the duration of the Conference the Registration Desk is located in the McKinnon Building 67 the 
Foyer.  

26th Nov  67-Foyer 8:15am – 8:40am 

27th Nov  67-Foyer 8:30am – 9:00am  

Delegates are requested to wear their name badges during the conference.  This will allow access to 
the conference venues and meals and refreshments. 

 

CONFERENCE VENUE 

The major venue for ALAA 2018 is the McKinnon Building 67 and the Early Start facility at the main 
campus of the University of Wollongong. A print copy of the campus map can be found in your 
conference bag as well as at: 

http://www.uow.edu.au/about/campusmap 

Morning and Afternoon Teas and Lunches will be provided in Building 67-Foyer.  

 

INTERNET ACCESS  

EDUROAM allows you to connect to wireless internet with your University username and password at 
participating institutions. Whether visiting UOW or visiting another institution, you can connect to the 
internet quickly and easily. It is offered throughout Australia & over 40 countries world-wide.   

Participants without access to EDUROAM, can access the UOW wireless network as follows: 

Preferred Name: ALAA2018     Password: alaa2018 

 

HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 

https://www.campusclinic.com.au/  

UOW Campus Clinic:  Dr Jennifer Bowler (specialises in all aspects of medical care) 

Location:   The Lounge - Building 11, Level 1  Phone:  (02) 8203 5901 
 

UOW Campus Dentist:  Dr Capp Dentist     Phone:   (02) 4226 2199 

Location:  The Lounge - Building 11, Level 1 

 

PRAYER ROOM 

A prayer room is available located in Building 31B.   

 

SECURITY ON CAMPUS 

Emergencies    Extension:    4900  External:   (02) 4221 4900 

General Enquiries and Safety Escorts  Extension:   4555  External:   (02) 4221 4555 

http://www.uow.edu.au/about/campusmap
https://www.campusclinic.com.au/
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SPORTING FACILITIES ON CAMPUS 

The University of Wollongong Sporting Facility - UniActive provides the Wollongong community with 
top-class fitness and sporting facilities.  https://uniactive.uow.edu.au 

UOW students, staff and community members are all invited to make use of our outstanding facilities 
and services. Discover why URAC is the number one choice for fun and fitness in the Illawarra - visit us 
today!   
 

TRANSPORT AND PARKING ON CAMPUS 

The university is close to the city centre of Wollongong and easily accessible by bus, train and car from 
Wollongong as well as Sydney.   

http://www.uow.edu.au/about/campusmap 

http://www.uow.edu.au/transport 

http://www.transportnsw.info 
 

Free shuttle buses run between the city and the university and the North Wollongong railway station 
and the university.   

The closest international and domestic airport is Sydney (75 kilometres away). Sydney airport is 
serviced by train and a range of airport transfer services. Prices range for airport pickups and 
conference participants are encouraged to contact the service providers.   

https://www.hoangdo.com.au/ 

http://www.leisurecoastlimousine.com.au/ 

http://www.shoalhavenshuttle.com/ 

http://www.illawarraairporttransfers.com.au/ 
 

In addition you can download a free transport app TripView Lite which displays Sydney 
Train/Bus/Ferry/Light Rail timetable (+Wollongong train and bus) on your phone.  All timetable data is 
stored on your phone, so it can be used off line. 

iPhone:    https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/tripview-lite-sydney/id312389512?mt=8  

Android:  https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.grofsoft.tripview.lite&hl=en  
 

TAXIS 

Wollongong Radio Cabs:  Phone - 4254 2111 
   

TOURIST INFORMATION AND OTHER KEY CONTACTS 

Wollongong and surrounding areas feature many natural attractions including pristine beaches, 
rainforest walks, walking and bike trails.  We hope you are able to enjoy these during your conference 
visit.  

http://www.visitwollongong.com.au 

http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.sydney-australia.biz/nsw/illawarra/wollongong.php 

https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attractions-g255333-Activities-Wollongong_New_South_Wales.html 

http://www.uow.edu.au/about/campusmap
http://www.uow.edu.au/transport
http://www.transportnsw.info/
https://www.hoangdo.com.au/
http://www.leisurecoastlimousine.com.au/
http://www.shoalhavenshuttle.com/
http://www.illawarraairporttransfers.com.au/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/tripview-lite-sydney/id312389512?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.grofsoft.tripview.lite&hl=en
http://www.visitwollongong.com.au/
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.sydney-australia.biz/nsw/illawarra/wollongong.php
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attractions-g255333-Activities-Wollongong_New_South_Wales.html
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ACCOMMODATION LOCATIONS 
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CONFERENCE DINNER - THE LAGOON SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
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EARLY START BUILDING 21 – GROUND FLOOR 

 

 

 

G08 
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EARLY START BUILDING 21 – LEVEL 1 

 

114 

115 
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EARLY START BUILDING 21 – LEVEL 2 

 

 
 

229 230 
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ALAA PROGRAM  

 

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS: SUNDAY 25th November 

TIME Room 

10:30 - 12:30 

 
21.230 
Jonathan Crichton 
University of South Australia 
How are we to navigate ‘interpretation’ and ‘analysis’              

 Catering will not provided for these workshops 

13:30 - 15:30 

21.229 - Computer Lab 
Aek Phakiti 
University of Sydney 
Dealing with reliability during quantiva 

 

 

3RD PRONUNCIATION SYMPOSIUM & ALAA - SUNDAY, 25th November 2018 

08:00 - 15:45 3rd Pronunciation Symposium Program  

15:35 - 15:45 67.107 
Symposium Closing + ALAA Informal Opening with Acknowledgment of Country: Amanda Baker 

15:45 - 16:45 
67.107 

ALAA OPENING KEYNOTE: William Acton:  Embodied (and Disembodied) Methodology in English Language Teaching: From Drill to Virtual Reality                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d734f1_2ade7494e7ed46ecb1a37979755700ba.pdf


TIME Room (67.104) Room (67.101) Room (67.102) Room (21.114) Room (21.115) Room (21.G08)

8:15 - 8:40

8:40 - 9:00

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                 
                                                                       

STRAND: Language for specific purposes                        
                                                               

STRAND: Teacher Education and Cognition                    
                                                                     

STRAND: Literacy Skills                                                                 
                                                                                    

STRAND: Research Methodology in Applied 
Linguistics                                                                              
         

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

10:30 - Beljanski - How images can be used to anchor 
productive vocabulary knowledge

10:30 - Paltridge - Publishing in academic journals: 
Issues and challenges for student writers

10:30 - Greenup, Petraki  & Stracke - Learner diversity 
in the ESL Classroom: Teachers' principles and 
practices

10:30 - Taljard & Van Dyk - Training Considerate 
Writers

10:30 - Alford - Analysing teachers' discourses, genres 
and styles: CDA as theorised method

11:00 - Castelo - One classroom, two approaches to 
pronunciation teaching, and students' views

11:00 - Lu - Final Year Undergraduate Students' 
Assumptions of English Academic Literacy

11:00 - Gabillon - EFL teachers' representations of task-
based language teaching

11:00 - Hutasuhut - Fostering English language 
learners' critical thinking in argumentative writing 
through genre pedagogy

11:00 - Nguyen - Listening to young English learners in 
Vietnam: Personal reflection on using the Mosaic 
approach

11:30 -Lasut - Improving Indonesian EFL students' 
presentation ability through Pecha Kucha

11:30 - Hoang - Learning writing for international 
publication:  Practices of EAL doctoral students 

11:30 - Fraser - A symbolic interactionist framework 
for exploring professional identities of teachers of 
English

11:30 - Brown - Is punctuation important? 11:30 - Crichton & O’Neill - Narrative intervention: An 
approach to enhancing safety in organisational care

12:00 - Damayanti  & Dinh - Reading-to-learn: Lessons 
learned from EFL classrooms in Indonesia and Vietnam

12:00 - Uitdenbogerd, Lynch, Harland, Thevathayan, 
Hamilton, D'Souza & Zydervelt - Computer science 
PhD writing competency

12:00 - 12:00 - 12:00 - 

12:30 - 13:30

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy               
                                                                         

STRAND: Language for specific purposes                        
                                                               

STRAND: Teacher educaton and cognition                       
                                                                 

STRAND:  Bilingual and Multilingual Education              
                                                                             

Concurrent Sessions                                                            
                                                                                        

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

13:30 - Dao - Effects of task goal orientation on learner 
engagement during task performance

13:30 -  Adnan, Arsyad, Kaswanti & Sukamto - Factors 
affecting publications in international journals: The 
case of Indonesia

13:30 - Yang - The nexus of pre-service teachers' 
emotion and cognition during the practicum

13:30 - Boutouchent - How social language 
experiences impact French language learning among 
English speaking learners in Canada?

13:30 - Tait & Gleeson - How do mainstream teachers 
develop their skills in fostering the achievement of ELL 
students?

14:00 - Fujii - Impact of Worksheets on Students' 
Reading Skills and Their Anxiety

14:00 - Peng - Chinese EAP learners' preparation for 
and performance in discussion sessions

14:00 - Edwards - Teachers' diverse and dynamic 
emotional experiences of conducting action research 

14:00 - Wang - Rediscovering academic biliteracies in 
New Zealand universities

14:00 - Rehg, Miranda & Williams - Intercultural 
mentoring: Challenges and success 

14:30 - Gao - Student- and teacher-led interaction and 
self-study in the acquisition of L2 Chinese and Spanish

14:30 - Cooke - Bridge-building: Global citizenship 
English camp with Japanese and international 
students

14:30 - Kobayashi - Impact of examination reform on 
English teachers' cognition and practice

14:30 - Stell - Translanguaging in L2 essay writing: 
Examining the use of L1 in foreign language 
classrooms

14:30 - Ross - Emotional experiences beyond the 
classroom: Interactions with the social world

15:00 - Hoang & Nguyen - Examining EFL teachers and 
learners' perceptions of ETS criterion: A case study of 
Vietnam

15:00 - Dreyfus - A simple linguistic tool of analysis for 
analysing responsibility

15:00 - Alhuwaydi & Borland- Applying overseas-
acquired teacher education in local contexts: The case 
of Saudi English teachers

15:00 - Rahman - Becoming interculturally competent: 
A study of Indonesian postgraduate students in 
Australia

15:00 - Herrero de Haro & Cantero - Longitudinal 
study of Spanish pronunciation acquisition by 
Australian students

15:30 - 16:00

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                 
                                                                       

STRAND: Language for specific purposes                         
                                                             

STRAND: Teacher education and cognition                     
                                                                   

Concurrent Sessions                                                             
                                                                                   

STRAND: Language and gender                                         
                                                                                                          
  

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS                                 
                                                 

16:00 - Grimmer, Kelly & Rolls - Examining academic 
literacy skills transfer in first-year undergraduate 
students 

16:00 - Qiu & Dong - Investigation of cohesive verbs in 
research articles: A pattern grammar perspective

16:00 - Perera - A basic writing skills module for 
teachers in Sri Lanka 

16:00 - Roger - Taking the initiative: The interpreter's 
contribution in interpreter-mediated aphasia 
assessments

16:00 - Arai - Gender and Character Images in TV 
Drama 'ER' 

16:30 - Kim - A personalised autonomous model for 
multilingual university students

16:30 - Adnan - Rhetorical patterns of Indonesian 
research article discussions in selected disciplines

16:30 - 16:30 - Playsted - Towards a more dialogic approach 
with a class of young adult refugee-background 
learners in an adult migrant English program

16:30 - Billinghurst - Multilingual Voices: South 
Sudanese Women in Australia

17:00 - 18:00

18:00 - 19:30

DAY 1: MONDAY 26th November

Registration - Building 67 Foyer

Room: 67.107
Welcome to Country - Richard Davis (5 min)
Welcome - Glenn Salkeld, Executive Dean - Faculty of Social Sciences (5 min)  
Open - Sue Bennett, Head of School - School of Education (5 min)

13:30 - 15:30

Room: 67.107
KEYNOTE 2:  Christopher Candlin Memorial Lecture: Attentiveness to language/s and learning in applied linguistics       

16:00 - 17:00

10:30 - 12:30

Welcome Reception + Awards + Ceremonial Dance (67 Foyer)

Room: 67.107
KEYNOTE 1:  Joseph Lo Bianco: The problems of language: Recovering a perspective on conflict management and resolution

Lunch (67 Foyer) - Conversations with Journal Editors (Chris Davison, Brian Paltridge, Sue Starfield, 67.107) 

Morning Tea - Building 67 Foyer

13:30 - INVITED WORKSHOP - Jones, 
Simpson & Thwaite -Enacting dialogic 
pedagogy in school classrooms: Insights 
from educational linguistics

16:00 WORKSHOP: O'Byrne - Tense, aspect 
and speaker perspective in second language 
learning

Afternoon Tea - Building 67 Foyer

11:00 - INVITED COLLOQUIUM - Hammond, 
Cranitch, & Wallace - Classrooms of 
possibility: working with refugee students in 
mainstream classes



TIME Room (67.104) Room (67.101) Room (67.102) Room (21.114) Room (21.115) Room (21.G08)

8:30 - 9:00

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

Concurrent Sessions                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                
                                                                       

STRAND: Second and additional language acquisition  
                                                                                     

STRAND: Teacher education and cognition                    
                                                                   

STRAND: Language testing and assessment                    
                                                                   

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

10:30 - Einfalt - Employing a dialogic approach to 
develop intercultural competence in a regional 
Australian university

10:30 - Perera - Developing second language writing 
skills: An action research in Sri Lanka

10:30 - Chaves - Second language writing diversity: EFL 
particularities

10:30 - Sweeting - Exploring Expert Opinions of 
Preservice Teachers' Technical Knowledge with Delphi

10:30 - Stanyer - Primary teachers' knowledge about 
metalanguage and their assessment of writing

11:00 - Sekyi-Baidoo - Face and politeness as dynamic 
discoursal manifestation

11:00 - Cooke - Promoting Interaction of language 
learners and self access language learning

11:00 - Hennebry - Exploring the learner-teacher-
context interplay in language learning motivation

11:00 - Nguyen & Newton - Adopting the 
communicative framework for EFL pronunciation 
teaching: A case study of professional learning at a 

 

11:00 - Davison - Teacher assessment literacy: Key 
criteria for evaluation 

11:30 - Turney - Explaining science: making meaning in 
student-generated digital media

11:30 - Lorenz - Student empowerment in German 
foreign language learning

11:30 - Nguyen & Yates - Communication strategies in 
English as a Lingua Franca

11:30 - Ly - Task-based language teaching and its 
implementation: View from the teachers

11:30 - Mashayekh - Language assessment tasks and 
EAL learners' agency

12:00 - Watanabe - The international dispute over the 
East China Sea: A genre perspective

12:00 - Lai - An evaluation of the English textbooks for 
Vietnamese upper-secondary students

12:00 - Nishdia -A three-year longitudinal study of 
proficiency, motivation and affect in language learning 
in the Japanese EFL context

12:00 - Guapacha - Language testing and diversity: 
Computer and/or paper-based writing assessment? 

12:30 - 13:30

STRAND: Language and identity                                      
                

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                 
                                                                       

STRAND: Second and additional language acquisition 
                                                                                      

STRAND: Teacher education and cognition                     
                                                                   

STRAND: Language testing and assessment                   
                                                                  

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

13:30 - Ruane - Global identities and global English 13:30 - Wotring - Dialogic teaching: Re-engaging the 
disengaged

13:30 - Kondo & Shirahata - Effect of explicit 
instruction on unaccusative verbs

13:30 - Perera & Herath - Refelection as a tool for 
professional development

13:30 - Iwashita & Hashimoto - Teacher perceptions of 
proficiency and achievement in benchmarking the 
assessment for university language programs

14:00 - Groves - Identity negotiation and participation 
at the periphery of a linguistic community of practice

14:00 - Rahman - The use of movie script in teaching 
speaking

14:00 - Alcoholado-Feltstrom - Anti-hiatus tendency of 
Spanish speech: features and issues

14:00 - Oda - Teacher development in a multicultural 
English language Program

14:00 - Carey & Szocs - Pronunciation diversity in 
speaking tests: Neural correlates of rater familiarity      
                                                    

14:30 - Lai - EFL students' construction of intercultural 
competence in the instructed context

14:30 - O'Sullivan - Communicate for success: A 
framework for embedded professional language 
development

14:30 - Shirahata & Kondo - The acquisition of 
inanimate subjects by Japanese learners of English

14:30 - Mori & Stracke - Expectations of a TESOL 
program: Student teachers' perspectives

14:30 - Acton - Haptic pronunciation correction and 
feedback

3:00 - Perera - Talking Tamil, talking Saivism: 
Translanguaging and identify in a migrant faith

15:00 - Phan - The implications of the current status of 
English for the teaching of culture(s) in EFL contexts: 
Vietnamese ELT teachers' opinions

15:00 - Xue - Social presence in Chinese as an 
additional language learning using WeChat

15:00 - Shi, Delahunty & Gao - Constraints preventing 
Chinese EFL teachers from putting their stated beliefs 
into teaching practice

15:00 - Zin Oo - Pre-service teachers' (PSTs) 
implementation of assessment for learning (AfL) 
strategies in their professional experience

15:30 - 16:00

STRAND: Language and Identity                                       
                                                 

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                 
                                                                       

STRAND: Second and additional language acquisition 
                                                                                       

STRAND: Teacher education and cognition                     
                                                                   

STRAND: Language testing and assessment                    
                                                                   

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

16:00 - Teng - Thai students in China: Identity, 
imagined communities, and communities of practice

16:00 - Murtisari & Widiningrum - Using translation to 
teach grammar in Indonesia: EFL students' views

16:00 - Mashayekh - Classroom-based oral 
performance assessment and students' positioning

16:00 - Yang - Pre-service teachers' emotion and 
epistemic agency during the practicum

16:00 - Roche, Booth & Thomas - Benchmarking 
Australian university direct-entry programs: Externally 
referencing EAP assessment outcomes

16:30 - Alfurayh - The Impact of Study Abroad on the 
Identity of Saudi Women in Australia

16:30 - Tegge & Cleland - To sing or not to sing - Asking 
teachers ... and learners

16:30 - Sell & Willoughby - Out of class study of 
Australian sign language: Intentions/ reality

16:30 - Tran - Foreign language teachers' experiences 
of their transition to English teaching

16:30 - Ijiwade, Davison & Gregory - Teachers as 
sources of evidence in diagnostic language assessment 
validation: Engaging the profession

17:00 - 17:00 - Huda - Cultural values-affected taboo words 
and its implication on EFL learners

17:00 - 17:00 - Li - EFL teachers' sense-making of policy 
implementation: A sociocultural perspective

17:00 - 

18:30 FOR  19:00

11:30 INVITED COLLOQUIUM - Dreyfus, Jones 
& Matruglio -
Discourse analysis in the real world: 
Critiquing and challenging normative 
practices

DAY 2: TUESDAY 27th November

Registration- Building 67

Conference Dinner - The Lagoon

Room: 67.107
KEYNOTE 3:  Rhonda Oliver: The diverse interactions of Aboriginal EALD speakers: Codeswitching, translanguaging or “whatever”….  

Morning Tea

Lunch (67 Foyer) - ALAA AGM (67.107)

Afternoon Tea

10:30 - 12:30

13:30 - 15:30

16:00 - 17:30

13:30 - INVITED WORKSHOP - Chappel, 
Benson & Yates - Investigating test 
preparation practices: Reducing risks

14:30

16:00 - INVITED WORKSHOP - Kohler, 
Scarino, Moore & Maloney - The role of 
Applied Linguistics in the teaching of 
languages: The challenges of multilingual 
perspectives 



TIME Room (67.104) Room (67.101) Room (67.102) Room (21.114) Room (21.115) Room (21.G08)

7:45 - 8:40

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

STRAND: Language and technology                                   
                                                              

Concurrent Sessions                                                              
                       

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                 
                                                                       

STRAND: Concurrent Sessions                                             
                                         

Concurrent Sessions                         COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

10:30 - Petraki - Investigating the identity of 'Siri': A 
conversation analytic perspective

10:30 - Kettle - Building school and migrant family 
connections in a rural Australian community 
experiencing cultural and linguistic change

10:30 - Jing - Learning strategies for self-directed 
English speaking skill enhancement

10:30 - Sánchez, Sánchez, Carrión, Nieto & Redondo - 
The Córdoba metonymy project: Description and 
challenges

10:30 - Perera & Arachchige - Second Language 
curriculum as a booster in core skills

11:00 - Alamr - Digital games and English language 
learning 

11:00 - Dinh - The challenges of Vietnamese EFL 
students in the construction of evaluative meanings

11:00 - Perera - A  Survey on  the Difficulties  in  English 
as Second Language Writing

11:00 - Nunes - Phonetic training on learning 
Portuguese as a second language by Chinese Speakers

11:00 - Nguyen & Stracke - ICT/CALL in autonomous 
learning within and beyond the classroom

11:30 - Stell - The use of language and ipads in two 
collaborative L2 writing tasks

12:00 - Chik - Storying multilingualism in Sydney 11:30 - Rolin-Ianziti - Analysis of interactional feedback 
across the completion of two tasks

11:30 - Smith - Languaging: A mediational tool for 
foreign language homework

11:30 - Li - Teaching the personalised autonomous (PA) 
model: A teacher's reflection

12:00 - Hou - Effects of mobile devices on reading 
comprehension: An eye-tracking study

12:00 12:00 - Sekyi-Baidoo - The retreat strategy as a 
response to dialectical problems in second language 
competence

12:00 - Nishioka - Engaging in language learning using 
in collaborative digital storytelling projects 

12:30 - 13:30

STRAND: Language and technology                                   
                                                                                                                                            

STRAND: Language Planning and Policy                             
                                                           

STRAND: Second/foreign language pedagogy                 
                                                                       

STRAND: Corpus Linguistics                                                 
                   

Concurrent Sessions                                                              
                         

COLLOQUIA/WORSHOPS

13:30 - Moore - Theoretical Contributions of Qualitative 
CALL Research: The Case of Spoken Interaction

13:30 - Perera - "Leave no one behind": English 
language teaching in Sri Lanka

13:30 -Tang - Review of elementary English education 
in P.R. China: Practices and orientations

13:30 - Arellano - A corpus linguistics application in the 
analysis of textbooks 

13:30 - Sánchez - Homosexuality and coloniality in L2 
Spanish teaching: Mendicutti's "Duelo en Marilyn City"

14:00 - Crosthwaite & Storch - Developing a WCF 
scheme for Data-Driven Learning

14:00 - Phan - Language teacher agency and policy 
response: An activity theory perspective 

14:00 - Almashy & Lin - Can extensive reading activities 
improve Saudi university students' grammatical range 
and accuracy in EFL speaking

14:00 - Iida - Characterizing English-Language Haiku: 
Corpus-driven analyses of second language poetry 
writing

14:00 - Billinghurst - Multilingual voices: South 
Sudanese women in Australia

14:30 - Anwar & Kusumoriny - Sustainable E-learning 
System: A Case Study in UNPAM, Indonesia

14:30 - Poetsch, Baisden & Barker - Walking the talk: 
Our languages journey

14:30 - Murtisari & Salvadora - Indonesian tertiary EFL 
teachers' beliefs toward isolated and integrated 
grammar teaching

14:30 - Carr - Sex education 1990s-present: A corpus 
linguistic approach

14:30 - Wadsorn - Whose business is business English? 
A look at business English courses in Thailand

15:00 - 15:00 - Thomas - A political economy of English in 
education in remote aboriginal schools

15:00 - Alsmadi & Petraki - Learners' beliefs about using 
social networking sites for language learning

15:00 - Zhang - A corpus-based approach to spatial 
metaphors in Chinese academic writing

15:00 - 

15:30 - 15:35

15:35 - 16:30 Farewell Afternoon Tea

DAY 3: WEDNESDAY 28th November

Room: 67.107
KEYNOTE 4:  Diane Belcher: Digital border crossings: Promoting digital literacy as a means of crossing generic, modal, linguistic and national boundaries for multilingual writers

Botanical Gardens Walk- Meet at the gate on Northfields Avenue (opposite bus loop)

Morning Tea

Lunch - Poster Sessions                                                                                       


10:30 - 12:30

11:30 - INVITED WORKSHOP: Matruglio & 
Baker - Getting meta: More than academic 
literacy support

10:30 WORKSHOP - O'Byrne - 
Differentiating be going to + V from Other 
Futurity Forms                                                    
        

13:30 - 15:30

13:30 - INVITED COLLOQUIUM  - Elder et 
al.  - Crossing disciplinary boundaries: 
challenges to ESP/LSP assessment

Closing & ALAA/ ALANZ 2019
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 APPLIED LINGUISTICS ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA ABSTRACTS 

 

SUNDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 2018        

TIME/ ROOM  10:30-12:30/ 21.230     

How are we to navigate ‘interpretation’ and ‘analysis’? 

Jonathan Crichton 

The terms ‘interpretation’ and ‘analysis’ are central to research in Applied Linguistics and cognate 
disciplines. However, it is often unclear how these terms are to be distinguished and the relationship 
between them understood.  

This is not just an issue of methodological terminology and process. Interpretation and analysis each 
connote diverse epistemological and ontological perspectives, with implications for the nature of 
knowledge and language, the purposes of research, the place of data and research participants, and the 
relationship of the researcher to all of the above.  

In the absence of paths through this complexity, it is not surprising that those embarking on research 
can encounter doubts, uncertainties and challenges in seeking to navigate between interpretation and 
analysis. 

This seminar will provide participants with the opportunity to explore the relationship between 
interpretation and analysis and its relevance to their research interests.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  13:30-15:30/ 21.229     

Dealing with reliability during quantitative data analysis 

Aek Phakiti, The University of Sydney 

Can quantitative research be useful and trusted when the research instruments are not reliable? This 
workshop will discuss the importance of reliability in quantitative research (e.g., instrument reliability 
and research reliability) and factors affecting it. Reliability is associated with the concept of consistency 
of observation as well as replication. It is not equivalent to the concept of validity (e.g., accurate nature 
of a phenomenon or characteristic of something), but is a requirement for quantitative validity. In 
quantitative research designs, such as surveys and experiments, researchers are expected to illustrate 
that the data being used to address their research questions are reliable. Quantitative studies that fail to 
report and discuss the reliability of the instruments may lead to questionable or doubtful claims. This 
workshop will highlight the importance of reliability through the use of examples of published 
quantitative research in applied linguistics. Strategies to enhance the reliability of research instruments 
will be presented. In this workshop, participants will have a hands-on opportunity to learn and practise 
various reliability estimates, such as Cronbach Alpha and Cohen’s kappa, though the use of SPSS 
(Statistical Package for Social Sciences) Program in a computer lab. Additionally, since the reliability of 
research lies on an understanding of an appropriate statistical test to be used for answering a research 
question, this workshop will align a type of research questions with an appropriate statistical test that 
may help enhance quantitative research reliability. Finally, this workshop will present the best practice 
for reporting and dealing with the reliability of a quantitative research instrument. 
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TIME/ ROOM  15.45-16.45/ 67.107     

KEYNOTE 

Embodied (and disembodied) methodology in English language teaching: from drill to virtual reality 

William Acton -  Trinity Western University Canada 

The last half century in the field of language teaching has in many ways witnessed the continuing 
consequences of “Descartes’ error” (Damasio, 1994), a disproportionate focus on the mind (or brain) 
rather than the body; cognition, rather than movement or action. Research in neuroscience has begun 
to establish a more prominent place for “embodied cognition” in our models of the brain and learning. 
The implications for research and instruction in our field are both encouraging and . . . sobering. 
 

 

MONDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2018        

TIME/ ROOM  9.00-10.00/ 67.107     

KEYNOTE 

The Problems of Language: Recovering a Perspective on Conflict Management and Resolution 

Joseph Lo Bianco – University of Melbourne 

The term ‘Engaging with Diversity’ is replete with ambiguity.  Much of the ‘engaging’ that states and 
institutions have historically done with ‘diversity’ is to seek to obliterate language, dialect and script 
differences.  This has been a widespread historic process of linguistic consolidation in nation forming 
projects in Europe, but also far beyond. The shared aim was to forge national distinctiveness around 
mono-lingualism in national languages.  Granting national languages literate prestige, standardisation, 
and cultivation, as well as legal bolsters and educational primacy, served to marginalise all other 
communication systems.  One of the originating impulses for the ‘science’ of language policy and 
planning can be traced to the 1950s and 1960s efforts of North American development assistance 
agencies.  These bodies encountered vast multilingualism in newly independent post-colonial states in 
Asia and Africa and sought assistance from linguists in providing advice to states about public 
administration, especially for the delivery of education. As a result, a key focus of the reflections of 
academic scholars of the time was the notion of the language problem, how it could be conceived, and 
how it could be solved.  This paper will review the notion of the language problem in relation to a more 
democratic process of language policy and planning that places multilingualism at its core, in which 
speaker perceptions and priorities interact with the expertise from applied linguistics.  I will offer a new 
approach to language policy and planning that fuses bottom up and top down perspectives, with the 
relationship between expert research knowledge and community priorities.  The talk will draw on 
experience from towns and cities in Europe and 45 facilitated dialogues in Southeast Asia conducted 
between 2012 and 2017. 
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TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.104     

How images can be used to anchor productive vocabulary knowledge 

Bianca Beljanski – University of Wollongong 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, for oral mastery of productive vocabulary to be achieved with 
incidental learning alone, highlighting the importance of deliberate learning of vocabulary (Schmitt, 
2008; Boers, 2015). However, the use of decontextualized learning, is often criticised for not providing 
sufficient context, but at the right stage of vocabulary development it can be a powerful tool. One 
method that is known for its ability to improve word learning and lexical recall is dual coding, which is 
the simultaneous presentation of verbal information (i.e. auditory-verbal) and non-verbal (ie. visual-
pictorial) (Boers, 2015; Hsu, 2013; Baddeley, 1986). Evidence that mental lexicon is organised 
semantically (particularly for more advanced learners) provides support for the argument that the 
creation of concrete visual images assists in word memory (Nicolaidis, 2012, Aichison; Ishii 2015, Read, 
2000). However, the foundation of such imaging is the prioritisation of meaning over form, leading to a 
strong retention of meaning but not necessarily of form (Boers, 2015). In order to bridge this gap, the 
current study has attempted to use dual coding as a method of enhancing both meaning and form links 
to activate productive oral vocabulary.  

Using a Design Based Research approach (Reeves, 2006) this study tested a classroom workshop aimed 
at enhancing spontaneous oral production of a set of target words. The workshop enlisted the use of 
images as a source of non-verbal input (to strengthen meaning link); whilst simultaneously using 
learners’ own oral production as a source of verbal input (to strengthen form link). At the same time, 
production quality was maintained through: repetition of output; engaging in self correction; and 
receiving peer feedback. During this presentation, the use of dual coding for the purpose of enhancing 
productive vocabulary knowledge and activating vocabulary in spontaneous speech will be discussed. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.101 

Publishing in academic journals: Issues and challenges for student writers 

Brian Paltridge - University of Sydney 

Getting published in academic journals is increasingly important for research students in terms of 
gaining employment once they have completed their studies. The process of peer review, however, is 
often unclear to them and one they find challenging to deal with. In this presentation, I discuss some of 
the issues students face when submitting their work to academic journals and, in particular, how they 
might better understand and deal with the reports they receive on their work. Data will be presented 
from a study which examined 97 reviewers’ reports on submissions made to the journal English for 
Specific Purposes (Paltridge, 2017, 2018). In addition, 45 reviewers completed a questionnaire in which 
they were asked about their experience in doing peer review, how they had learnt to do write 
reviewers’ reports, and the issues they faced in writing them. Follow up emails were also sent to 
reviewers in order to seek further elaboration on answers they had provided in the questionnaire. The 
study found that, for reasons of politeness (Haugh, 2013), the reviewers were often reluctant to tell 
authors directly what changes they wanted them to make to their manuscripts, making it difficult for 
new researchers to understand exactly what the reviewers are wanting them to do with their 
submissions. The study also found that, compared to published academic writing (McGrath & Kuteeva, 
2012; Hyland & Jiang, 2016), there were many fewer instances of hedging (Hyland, 1996) as well as a 
high use of self-mentions (Hyland, 2005) in the reviews, showing a high level of certainty in the views 
expressed by the reviewers and, thus, less encouragement for authors to negotiate the points of view 
expressed in the reports. The presentation concludes by suggesting ways of working through these 
aspects of the peer review process with students so as to help increase the chances of their work being 
published in academic journals. 
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TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.102 

Learner Diversity in the ESL Classroom: Teachers’ Principles and Practices 

Cait Greenup - University of Canberra 

Elke Stracke - University of Canberra 

Eleni Petraki - University of Canberra 

Learner diversity is a feature of the ESL classroom that manifests itself in many ways including different 
ethnic backgrounds, first languages, educational experiences, and current English proficiency. This 
diversity is particularly salient within migrant and refugee learner groups such as those of the AMEP. It is 
generally accepted that there is an interdependent relationship between teachers’ pedagogic principles 
and classroom practices and that this relationship is closer and more stable among experienced 
teachers. However, how this relationship applies to learner diversity has received little research 
attention. Using a qualitative case study design, two experienced AMEP teachers’ pedagogic principles 
and classroom practices related to learner diversity were explored. Four significant aspects of learner 
diversity were identified, one of which, English proficiency level, was common to both teacher’s groups. 
While the teachers shared some principles relating to this common aspect of diversity, they also held a 
number of different principles. It was found that the teachers’ decisions regarding which principles were 
appropriate and which practices should be used to reflect those principles were based on the highly 
context specific characteristics of their learner groups. The teachers’ practices were not aligned with any 
particular teaching method but instead, were determined by their individual teaching contexts and the 
pedagogic principles applicable to those contexts. This study goes some way in addressing the limited 
empirical research into how teachers’ principles and practices are related to learner diversity. The 
findings may encourage novice teachers to look beyond prescribed methods and select practices which 
reflect their principles in a way that is effective for their specific learners. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 21.114 

Training Considerate Writers 

Marlies Taljard - North-West University 

Tobie Van Dyk - North-West University 

The problem in most tertiary institutions in South Africa (SA) is that the academic literacy levels of both 
undergraduate and postgraduate students are below the expected standard required for academic 
success. It is disconcerting that these levels remain low during the undergraduate phase and that even 
at postgraduate level students have difficulty in managing academic discourse. Recent research shows 
that the average throughput rate for postgraduate students in SA is about 33%. The aim of this paper is 
to report on a series of academic writing workshops designed for postgraduate students of Economics 
by the writing centre of the North-West University in Potchefstroom, SA. The focus of these workshops 
was mainly the development of considerate writers – notably those who use academic metadiscourse to 
organise the discourse, provide appropriate context, engage the target audience and allow readers to 
derive at intended interpretations. However, in the light of many negative perceptions about language 
testing and language courses, we have also tried to ensure that our designs have positive effects. We 
have strived incessantly towards the well-being of the students and a focus on how to accomplish the 
work most effectively with the minimum stress involved. 

Our research is based on an analysis of the Test of Academic Literacy for Postgraduate Students (TALPS), 
which was used to test the students and on post-test texts (research proposals) of students, as well as 
pre- and post-workshop interviews with students and faculty members. After an analysis of the test 
results which included statistical analyses of the multiple choice questions as well as text analyses of the 
written section regarding density, variety, purposes and distribution of metadiscourse in the texts, a 
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series of 4 academic writing workshops was developed with the aim to make students aware of how a 
text works and how to achieve the desired outcomes and motives 

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 21.115 

Analysing teachers’ Discourses, Genres and Styles: CDA as theorised method 

Jennifer Alford – Queensland University of Technology 

In this presentation, I share and reflect on the method of analysis I used in a critical case study to 
analyse four teachers’ successful enactment of critical literacy with high school English as an Additional 
Language or Dialect (EAL/D) learners. Engaging culturally and linguistically diverse learners in critical 
literacy is frequently side-stepped by teachers as it is indeed challenging. The challenge lies in mapping 
critical literacy onto increasingly prescriptive curricula, and in choosing and enacting pedagogic models 
that address both the functional and the critical in assessable ways. Investigating the ways teachers 
recontextualise critical literacy with diverse learners is important to show teachers how it is possible. 
The method used was Fairclough’s (2003) Critical Discourse Analysis approach to analysing texts for the 
way discourses- ways of representing, genres- ways of acting and interacting, and styles- ways of 
identifying are textured together in language. Tracing these semiotic elements in the teachers’ interview 
transcripts and classroom talk was the focus of analysis in order to identify the ways they were using 
critical literacy in their lessons with their diverse learners. I argue that this method provides a useful 
toolkit for researchers (and teachers) to gain a comprehensive picture of teacher practice within 
particular conditions, and might enable teachers themselves to identify their own philosophical 
orientations to teaching as realized in their actual teaching. It is particularly useful for identifying 
orientations to difference, a critical factor in the teaching of EAL/D learners and in teaching critical 
literacy.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-12.30/ 21.G08 

COLLOQUIUM 

Classrooms of Possibility: Working with students from refugee backgrounds in mainstream classes 

Dr Jennifer Hammond (convenor)  

Maya Cranitch 

Jane Wallace 

This colloquium will draw on recently completed research that investigated the challenges faced by 
schools and teachers in their attempts to identify and meet the very diverse needs of students from 
refugee backgrounds in mainstream classes in Australian schools. This research, entitled Classrooms of 
Possibility, was underpinned by the assumption that equitable education for all students, including 
those from refugee backgrounds, requires access to the full school curriculum – and that an alternative 
curriculum does not treat students equitably. The focus in the research, therefore, was on the nature of 
teaching and learning practices that both challenged and supported students, and that enabled them to 
participate with their peers in the full curriculum.  

Outcomes from the research suggest there are a number of factors that contribute to positive outcomes 
for students of refugee backgrounds in mainstream classes. While individual factors are not uniquely 
relevant to the education of refugee background students, together they contribute to learning 
environments that provide high challenge curriculum programs while also providing the high levels of 
support necessary to enable students to achieve academic success.  

In the colloquium we provide an overview of these factors and then draw on data from schools that 
participated in the research to address selected factors in more detail.  

The colloquium will be organised as follows: 
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1. Introduction to the colloquium and background to the research (Jennifer Hammond) 

This short introduction outlines the purposes of the colloquium and also introduces the Classrooms of 
Possibility research that we draw on in the following papers. 

2. Refugee background students in NSW schools (Jane Wallace) 

This first paper provides the context for the Classrooms of Possibility research. It presents an overview 
of policies, enrolments and priorities of the NSW Department of Education in regard to the education of 
refugee background students. It also explains the genesis of the research that was undertaken in the 
Classrooms of Possibility project. 

3. Knowing your refugee students: students’ backgrounds; their strengths and challenges; the 
significance of school learning environments (Maya Cranitch) 

This paper addresses the challenges faced by refugee background students in adjusting to life in 
Australia and the role of schools in creating learning environments where students feel safe and 
supported in their learning. It draws on two schools that participated in the Classrooms of Possibility 
research to show how programs and strategies within the schools contributed to students’ experiences 
of inclusion and to their educational success.   

4. High challenge, high support programs for refugee background students: examples from the 
research. (Jennifer Hammond) 

The Classrooms of Possibility research highlighted the importance of a number of factors in mainstream 
programs that were designed to be inclusive and supportive but also to challenge students from refugee 
backgrounds. This paper introduces these factors and then elaborates just one: the role of sustained and 
in-depth talk in learning. The importance of substantive talk in building students’ conceptual 
understanding and critical thinking has long been recognised, but if refugee background students are to 
participate in such talk, they must also learn to talk (and to read and write) academic English. This paper 
addresses ways in which teachers who participated in the research planned and implemented programs 
to enable refugee background students to build their knowledge and understanding of curriculum 
content by engaging in sustained talk, while also providing them with the systematic support necessary 
to learn the relevant academic English.   

5. Discussion and questions 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.104 

One classroom, two approaches to pronunciation teaching, and students’ views 

Adelina Castelo - Macao Polytechnic Institute  

In the literature on pronunciation instruction several approaches have been discussed, namely the 
effectiveness of intuitive-implicit vs analytic-explicit approaches. The need for classroom studies and 
data on students’ views about the pronunciation teaching strategies has also been highlighted. 
Simultaneously, the demand for learning Portuguese as a Foreign Language among Chinese has been 
increasing immensely, and the Chinese learners are often associated with a preference for analytic and 
explicit teaching approaches. However, to the best of our knowledge, research on these students’ views 
on approaches to teach Portuguese pronunciation is scarce. 

This study aims at gaining some insights about (i) the preferences of Chinese learners of Portuguese in 
terms of pronunciation instruction and (ii) the relationship between these preferences and their 
performance in oral production.  

In the context of a Language Lab course, 12 native speakers of Chinese learning Portuguese for about six 
months participated in: (i) class 1 presenting implicit instruction on the pronunciation of specific sounds 
in word-final position; (ii) class 2 including an explicit approach about other sounds in the same position; 
(iii) written survey on their views about classes 1 and 2; (iv) an assessment of oral production. 
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The results were analysed in terms of students’ answers in the survey and correlations of these with oral 
performance. Some important findings were a more frequent preference for explicit instruction, better 
performance scores in the ones who preferred implicit instruction, and a positive correlation between 
the preference for phonetic transcription and oral performance. 

Keywords: Implicit-Explicit Pronunciation Instruction, Students’ Views, Portuguese As Foreign Language 

 
TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.101 

Final year undergraduate students’ assumptions of English academic literacy 

Hangyan Lu - Centennial College 

This is a narrative inquiry study conducted in a tertiary institution in Hong Kong. Academic literacy is a 
stepping stone towards academic success for any students at university level. In Hong Kong, English is 
the dominant language used in tertiary institutions. While universities can help students with their 
academic acculturation by offering various forms of English-for-academic-purpose (EAP) courses, the 
effectiveness of those courses could be heavily swayed by the larger context of linguistic and cultural 
globalization. With intensified global flows of people and cultural objects including language, English in 
especially the “outer circle” (following Kachru’s framework of “World Englishes”), including Hong Kong 
has been increasingly used as a lingua franca with legitimate diversity as its most obvious quality. English 
academic literacy, as at odds with this diversification trend, could as a result be deemed by students not 
just alien but also irrelevant. To help students find the relevance of English academic literacy and 
effectively overcome the sense of being an alien in English academic literacy, this study examines Hong 
Kong final year undergraduate students’ assumptions about English academic literacy, with the 
following two research questions asked: 1) To what extent do students assume English academic literacy 
matter in their life? 2) What are the elements students assume matter in engaging in English academic 
literacy? Results will be presented based on critical events emerging from weekly story-sharing 
interviews with 9 students throughout the students’ final semester in the university. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.102 

EFL teachers' representations of Task-Based Language Teaching 

Zehra Gabillon - University of French Polynesia 

This exploratory research study has been carried out to inform teacher education practices designed for 
the professional development of pre-service English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teachers at the school 
of teacher education, École Supérieure du Professorat et de l'Éducation (ESPE), at the University of 
French Polynesia. The present paper deals only with the results obtained during the first work-package 
of a two-phase study and reports on the data about 12 EFL tutors' representations (i.e., stated beliefs, 
knowledge, conceptualisations, perceptions, feelings, etc.) of Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) in 
EFL classrooms. The study aimed to explore and scrutinise the teachers' (i) representations of TBLT (ii) 
use or non-use of TBLT in their practices, and (iii) experience and feelings about their TBLT practices. The 
literature review provides a synopsis of the research and theoretical concepts which have contributed to 
the development of the TBLT pedagogy. The theoretical stance of the study is founded on Moscovici's 
representations theory, and the assumptions about teacher representations are explained using this 
theory. This work adopted the research techniques and paradigms employed in the grounded theory 
approach formulated by Glaser and Strauss (1967). Following the grounded theory tradition, the data 
were collected via extensive semi-directed interviews and transcribed by using the verbatim method. 
The qualitative data analysis software Atlas.ti. was used to analyse the interview corpus. During the 
analysis process, the researcher carried out a series of concurrent data collection and analysis 
procedures. The interviewing activities ended when the analysis procedures ceased to generate new 
categories of information. The results of the study were presented using verbatim extracts, theoretical 
framework charts and descriptive data presentation methods such as histograms and pie charts. 
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TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 21.114 

Fostering English language learners' critical thinking in argumentative writing through genre pedagogy 

Mahmud Layan Hutasuhut - University of Wollongong 

Constructing persuasive texts is a fundamental literacy skill that students are expected to master in 
subject English curriculum and assessment, and in language teaching in Indonesia. Writing an effective 
persuasive text requires students’ understanding of its nuances, such as audience anticipation, 
articulation of evaluative stance, engagement with alternative perspectives and a line of logical 
reasoning. Such linguistic knowledge often presents challenges, particularly for students learning English 
as a second and/or foreign language. Some believe this relates to English language learners’ inability to 
convey their Critical Thinking (CT), a multifaceted concept established throughout Western tradition of 
education (See for examples; Atkinson, 1997; Atkinson & Ramanathan, 1995; Burbules & Berk, 1999).  

The study aims to specifically examine the potential of an intervention program, a series of genre-based 
writing cycles modelled upon Rothery’s (1994) genre pedagogy to foster English language learners’ CT 
through writing argumentative texts. This presentation specifically aims to explore the students’ use of 
explicit expressions of ATTITUDE (Martin & White, 2005) across their baseline, during-intervention and 
exit texts. An initial examination of the students’ argumentative writings over the two cycles of 
intervention reveals that APPRECIATION category of valuation that concern students’ considered 
opinions of things (Eggins & Slade, 2006, p. 128) are the most frequently made evaluative choices. 
Across the data sets, there appears to be a shift of emphasis from the personal expressions of opinion to 
a more impersonal, less subjective stance relevant to the given field. Appropriate choices of ATTITUDES 
to construe evaluative stance may serve as linguistic indicators of students’ CT development. Re-
thinking critical thinking with a focus on visible access to these expressions may serve as a key resource 
for managing persuasive texts. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 21.115 

Listening to young English learners in Vietnam: Personal reflection on using the Mosaic approach 

Lan Chi Nguyen - University of Queensland 

The past few decades have witnessed a growing body of research that takes a child-centred perspective 
to understand children’s views and experiences of their own lives in a variety of fields such as sociology, 
psychology, anthropology, and education. However, in the field of applied linguistics and second 
language acquisition (SLA), it has been observed that the research agenda in child SLA is overwhelmingly 
adult focused and it is hard to locate studies that position children in research as active subjects, not 
objects of inquiry. In this paper, I share my journey of doing research with young English learners in 
Vietnam to foreground their voices regarding their perceptions and experiences of English learning in 
the realities of the classrooms. The methodological framework of the study draws upon the Mosaic 
approach which combines observation and interview with child-friendly participatory research tools to 
understand children’s perspectives. This research approach broadens the range of modes of expression 
in recognition of the strengths of the child research participants, unravels the richness of their 
experiences and provides an opportunity to triangulate findings. This paper confirms that children can 
use a range of verbal and visual means to express their views, and if adult researchers have multiple 
ways of listening to children, the “hundred languages of children” can be captured.  
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TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.104 

Improving Indonesian EFL Students’ Presentation Ability through Pecha Kucha 

Patricia Angelina Lasut - Sanata Dharma University 

One important factor that affects how people perceive one’s competence is the ability to deliver 
effective presentations. Giving presentations is an integral part of the teaching-learning activities at the 
university level. Most students choose to use Microsoft PowerPoint to deliver their presentations in 
class. However, the additional pressure given to present in English normally causes them to include as 
much information as possible on their slides. They have the tendency to focus too much on the content 
and neglect the delivery aspect. As a result, most of the students only end up reading aloud their text-
heavy slides, which often leads to boredom (Tomsett & Shaw, 2014; Levin & Peterson, 2013; Artyushina 
et al., 2011; Anderson & Williams, 2012). Pecha Kucha is a simple, concise and effective presentation 
format which allows only twenty (20) slides that will advance automatically for 20 seconds each 
(Dytham & Klein, 2007). This research aims to examine the impact of using Pecha Kucha on the oral 
presentation ability of the Indonesian EFL students in Sanata Dharma University.  

Using a mixed methods approach, Indonesian EFL students’ presentation abilities were investigated by 
comparing the mean scores of the students’ presentation scores in three rounds of presentation. 
Responses from interviews with two respondents using purposive sampling. The findings show that after 
using the Pecha Kucha format, the students are able to improve their presentation ability. It is shown 
from the increased mean scores of the students’ presentation scores from before and after Pecha Kucha 
is used. It is also strengthened by the results of the interview on two students stating that Pecha Kucha 
has improved their presentation ability in terms of the language use, speech delivery and interaction 
with audience. 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.101 

Learning writing for international publication: Practices of EAL doctoral students 

Yen Hoang - Macquarie University 

Publications in international refereed academic journals help doctoral students achieve professional 
visibility necessary for their future career development. However, writing for scholarly publication is a 
daunting task for many doctoral students who use English as an Additional Language (EAL) (Cho, 2004). 
In addition to meeting English language standards of international academic journals, they must display 
competence in disciplinary specialized discourse conventions. Hence, learning to write like an insider of 
a professional discourse community is “part of the game” (Hyland, 2011, p. 59).  

Despite a growing body of literature documenting EAL doctoral students’ challenges in international 
publishing, the understanding of their actual practices of learning to write for scholarly publication is still 
limited. Addressing this gap in the literature, this study examines how Vietnamese doctoral students 
learn to write for international publication, and how they perceive relevant institutional support for 
scholarly writing.  

Data were collected from individual in-depth interviews with fifteen Vietnamese doctoral students 
studying in various Australian universities. These students came from different academic disciplines and 
had different international publishing experiences. An inductive approach to qualitative content analysis 
was adopted to identify themes that emerged from the data. 

The results show that these Vietnamese doctoral students learn to write for scholarly publication mainly 
through reading and following closely the styles of published articles in the field, and they nominate it as 
the most beneficial learning strategy. However, they hold various attitudes toward existing institutional 
support for scholarly writing (e.g., writing courses, seminars, workshops, and individual consultations), 
depending on their individual learning and publishing experiences. The results of the study can help 
inform Australian universities in providing appropriate institutional support for this cohort of doctoral 
students on their way to successful publication. 
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TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.102 

A symbolic interactionist framework for exploring professional identities of teachers of English 

Mark Fraser – University of Wollongong 

The professional development of teachers is often perceived as a significant contributor to the process 
of negotiating a professional identity. While the research literature points to the benefits of engaging in 
professional development activities, and it acknowledges a relationship exists between professional 
development and professional identity of teachers, few discussions explore in the research literature 
explore the relationship between the two. This study explored the process of negotiating a professional 
identity and the activities that significant impact the professional development of teachers of English at 
a university in Japan. Informed by a symbolic interactionist framework, 14 English language teachers 
were interviewed about their interpretations of being a teacher and the influences on their identities as 
teachers. The findings showed that the notion of professional development was a lot broader than 
current interpretations in the research literature. Constant engagement in routine activities as a 
teacher, such as staff meetings, tended to play a significant role in the process of negotiating the 
professional identities of the teachers in this study. Interpretations of interactions proved depth. This 
process is not static, but dynamic depending on the context and the social interactions the individual 
encounters within the context. The implications of the research are discussed. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.114 

Is punctuation important? 

Adam Brown - Auckland Institute of Studies 

Most teachers know little about the history of punctuation in general, and of English punctuation in 
particular. A brief introduction to the subject, from BC times to the present day, shows that it is flexible 
and governed “two-thirds by rule and one-third by personal taste" (G. V. Carey Mind the Stop, 1971). 

The rest of the presentation attempts to answer the question “Is punctuation important?” with the use 
of two exercises at either end of the scale. The first contains sample sentences where punctuation is 
certainly necessary in order to understand the sentence or to disambiguate between two possible 
meanings. The second exercise shows that in many other contexts, punctuation can be largely omitted 
without any substantial loss of intelligibility. The answer to the question is therefore probably 
somewhere in between these two extremes. 

Finally, present-day trends in punctuation are discussed. American punctuation is typically “heavier” 
than British, i.e. uses more punctuation marks. However, probably as a result of email and text 
messaging, punctuation generally seems to be becoming lighter, i.e. fewer punctuation marks. 
Punctuation marks that are becoming increasingly less popular include semicolons, commas and 
apostrophes, while dashes and bullets are increasingly popular. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.115 

Narrative intervention: An approach to enhancing safety in organisational care 

Jonathan Crichton, University of South Australia 

Fiona O’Neill, University of South Australia  

Workplace safety in aged care is a growing concern internationally because the combination of older 
clients with increasingly complex health profiles and growing linguistic and cultural diversity among 
healthcare workers and their clients is raising the physical and psychosocial risks for both groups 
(Pearson et al., 2007). Australia like many other Western countries is facing a ‘crisis in aged care’ (Hugo, 
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2007) due to a dramatic increase in the number of people requiring aged care and a shortfall of workers 
to meet this need, which is increasingly being met by recent migrants of diverse linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds (Scarino et al. 2014). 

This presentation reports on an intervention that drew on narrative methodology to enhance how 
safety is understood and communicated in residential aged care in this increasingly complex 
environment. The intervention was based at a major Australian residential aged care provider. The 
design drew on principles of narrative research (Crichton & Koch 2011; Crichton & O’Neill 2016). It 
involved researchers, trainers, staff, and managers across the organisation working together in three 
stages: (1) development of an intervention in online safety training materials, drawing on narratives of 
care and safety experience from twenty-three staff members; (2) online training undertaken by ten 
staff; and (3) follow up journal completed by staff during subsequent shifts to give feedback on their 
perceptions of the effect of the intervention on their work practices. 

We argue that a narrative approach can promote the accomplishment of a shared narrative context in 
comparable organisational contexts within which local methods of safety communication developed 
among employees may be acknowledged, sustained and enhanced. The presentation will be illustrated 
with extracts of narrative and journal data, and examples from the online intervention.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.104 

Reading-to-Learn: lessons learned from EFL classrooms in Indonesia and Vietnam 

Ika Lestari Damayanti - University of Wollongong 

Liem Thanh Dinh - University of Wollongong 

In recent years, there has been an increased interest in the Reading to Learn (R2L) literacy program. The 
proponents of R2L pedagogy, Rose & Martin (2011) argue that the model, informed by Halliday’s 
Systemic Functional Linguistics and developed as the third generation of genre pedagogy, was designed 
to support all learners at any level of education to read and write with success. The model has been 
trialled in a number of educational contexts including ESL classrooms and has been consistently 
evaluated to be a fruitful pedagogy in fostering the development of reading and writing skills of 
linguistically and culturally diverse students (Millin, 2015; Ramos, 2014). However, little is known about 
the potentials and challenges of the implementation of R2L pedagogy in EFL environments. In this paper, 
we report on the perceptions of two secondary school Indonesian teachers who implemented R2L as an 
innovative approach after attending a professional learning program and on the perspective of a 
Vietnamese educator who conducted a literacy intervention informed by R2L in tertiary education. To 
understand the experiences of the EFL teachers, the participant teachers’ reflective journals produced 
throughout the course of the intervention were collected as primary data. Thematic analysis was 
deployed to examine factors contributing and/or inhibiting the implementation of R2L in the EFL 
contexts. As the findings indicate, R2L is a valuable approach to advancing a shared understanding of 
knowledge about language between the teachers and students, particularly raising their awareness of 
the role of context in language choice. Despite the benefits, the pedagogy demands deep knowledge of 
functionally oriented grammar and a good deal of preparation time on the part of teachers. Therefore, 
we argue for the necessity to (a) build up linguistic subject knowledge for teachers in continuing 
professional learning programs and (b) for the benefits of collaborative work among local teacher 
communities for both knowledge building and for managing workload through shared resources. 
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TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.101 

Computer Science PhD Writing Competency 

Alexandra Uitdenbogerd - RMIT University 
Kath Lynch - RMIT University 
James Harland - RMIT University 
Charles Thevathayan - RMIT University 
Margaret Hamilton - RMIT University 
Daryl D'Souza - RMIT University 
Sarah Zydervelt - RMIT University 

Australian Computer Science PhD students are required to write a thesis - a substantial document 
written with little preparation from their undergraduate studies. Thesis writing is even more challenging 
for students with non-English speaking backgrounds. 

In this project we investigated the level of English writing competence that is appropriate for Australian 
Computer Science PhD students. In particular, we sought to determine the appropriate level of writing 
skill required, how the level of skill may change during the students' candidature, and the reasons for 
this change, as perceived by both students and supervisors. 

We approached these questions by surveying 125 students and 44 PhD supervisors from a variety of 
Australian universities, to determine their perceptions of the writing skill requirements that are 
appropriate, difficulties encountered, and support services, in the context of the English language 
learning background of all participants. We also collected 32 samples of student writing via an academic 
writing task, which was assessed by eight experienced PhD Computer Science supervisors, two English 
for Academic Purposes support staff and an IELTS examiner. 

We found that students typically considered their writing skill to be sufficient, but supervisors preferred 
a higher level of skill. The most commonly mentioned student skill needing improvement, recognised by 
both students and supervisors, was clarity of meaning and cohesion. Feedback from the writing task 
standard-setting analysis, showed that supervisors expected writing skill to improve by about half an 
IELTS band (to 7.0) before PhD completion. Students also believed their skill improved during 
candidature, mainly through practice and feedback. While support services were not greatly used, due 
to insufficient awareness of their availability, those who used them found them helpful, but both 
students and supervisors believed writing support targeted at technical writing would be more useful. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.104 

Effects of task goal orientation on learner engagement during task performance 

Phung Dao - Concordia University 

Tasks manipulated along goal orientation have been shown to affect learners' performance in terms of 
quantitative and qualitative uses of language (Jackson, 2007; Keller-Lally, 2006; Skehan & Foster, 2001). 
This body of research, however, focused largely on the effect of task goal orientation on language use, 
with little research investigating comprehensively various aspects of task performance such as cognitive, 
social and emotional dimensions. To extend this line of research, the current study investigated the 
impacts of task goal orientation on cognitive, social and emotional aspects of task performance through 
the lens of learner engagement which has recently been conceptualised as a multidimensional construct 
(Lambert et al., 2017; Philp & Duschene, 2016). Sixteen dyads of EFL Vietnamese learners completed 
two different task types: convergent decision-making and divergent opinion-exchange tasks (Pica et al., 
1993). Their audio-recorded interactions were transcribed and coded for evidence of each engagement 
type, including idea units and language-related-episodes (cognitive engagement), instances of explicitly 
positive emotions and self-reported emotion scores (emotional engagement), and responsiveness 
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instances (social engagement). To determine the effect of task goal orientation on learner engagement, 
scores for each engagement type were compared between two tasks. To gain insight into learners' 
perception about their engagement in relation to task goal orientation, learners' responses from post 
task exit questionnaire were analysed qualitatively using content analysis approach. Findings showed 
that learners showed greater cognitive and social engagement in the convergent than divergent tasks. 
No differences were observed in learners' emotional engagement. Learners' questionnaire responses 
revealed that nature of task goal influenced how they interacted with partners and completed task, 
which then affected their engagement. Results are discussed in terms of the role of task design (e.g., 
task goal/outcome) in promoting learner engagement in interaction. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.101 

Factors Affecting Publications in International Journals: The case of Indonesia 

Zifirdaus Adnan - University of New England 
Safnil Arsyad - Bengkulu University 
Bambang Kaswanti - Atma Jaya - Catholic University 
Katharina Sukamto - Atma Jaya Catholic University 

Issues on publication in international journals by researchers from countries where English is an 
additional language have attracted many studies lately. Likewise, many governments of those countries 
including Indonesia have also attempted to increase the number of research articles by their 
researchers. The Indonesian Government has put a strong emphasis on publishing research articles by 
its researchers in international journals (Adnan 2009, 2011, 2014). However, the annual outputs of the 
publications are still disappointingly low relative to much smaller developing countries such as 
Bangladesh and Malaysia. However, no major study has been conducted to investigate the problem. 
This paper will report on the results and analysis of a national study by a team of four researchers from 
Australia and Indonesia, focusing on major factors that support and inhibit the publication outputs*. The 
central question is ‘What are the supporting and inhibiting factors which restrain them from publishing 
their articles.’ This question is supplemented with subsidiary questions including: What linguistic 
problems restricted their ability to produce an article. What are the attitudes of Indonesian researchers 
regarding publication in international journals? How do they perceive their own research in relation to 
research conducted by researchers in developed countries such as Australia and the UK, which restrains 
them and why? How could their performance be improved in their views?  

The research uses mixed methods, quantitative and qualitative, employing a national survey involving 
over 80 academics in selected Humanities disciplines from six selected universities across the country 
and in-depth interviews with randomly selected authors who participate in the survey. Some of the 
tentative findings support findings in previous studies, but some suggest new issues. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.102 

The nexus of pre-service teachers’ emotion and cognition during the practicum 

Hongzhi Yang - University of Sydney 

Teachers’ emotional experiences during teacher preparation programs has not been sufficiently 
acknowledged or discussed in research, particularly in the Australian context due to the traditional 
dichotomy which treated cognition and emotion separately. Most research has focused on how 
personal and contextual factors impact on pre-service teachers’ emotional states and how emotional 
support can best be provided to novice teachers, rather than regarding pre-service teachers’ emotional 
experiences as a resource for teacher development. The relationship between teachers’ emotions and 
cognitive development remain unexplored. This study aims to explore the nature and effect of the 
emotion-cognition nexus of pre-service teachers during the practicum. 
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This study uses Vygotsky’s concept of perezhivanie to analyse the emotion-cognition nexus of pre-
service teachers. Perezhivanie, which has been translated as ‘emotional experience’ in English, refers to 
a unit of consciousness and ‘intelligent perception’ (Vygotsky, 1998, p. 90) of the environment. In 
teacher education, novice teachers learn to teach not merely based on their own learning experience 
but rather their interpretations of that experience. This study used a qualitative approach to explore 
these teachers’ interpretations of their practicum experiences through the lens of their individual 
emotion-cognition nexus. Participants were pre-service teachers in a secondary teaching program in an 
Australian university. Quantitative data was also collected from questionnaire surveys. Qualitative data 
included teachers’ narrative frames and semi-structured interviews. Findings indicate that the 
emotional/cognitive dissonance experienced by pre-service teachers during their practicum can be used 
as a resource for their personal growth and professional development.  

 
TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.114 

How Social Language Experiences Impact French Language Learning Among English Speaking Learners 
in Canada? 

Fadila Boutouchent - University of Regina 

Since the establishment of the language act in 1969, schooling and learning in French as a second 
language is highly in demand across Canada. However, despite various school programs, bilingualism 
rates remain low outside the province of Quebec. The 2016 statics revealed less than 10 % average rate 
of bilingualism out of Quebec. This presentation, (could also be presented as a poster), aims to share 
how French language learning among English majority speakers is related to the French language 
minority settings. A pan-Canadian study was conducted among English learners. Data was gathered from 
625 participants and data analysis was conducted using Structural Equation Modeling software (EQS) to 
verify the fit of a theoretical model for learning French as a second language conceived from empirical 
findings from both majority and minority contexts. The findings in our study proved to confirm most of 
the 14 hypothesis that structured the model and confirmed that French as a second language 
acquisition and maintenance among English learners to be related to boarder socio-linguistics aspects. 
The model’s fit is strong enough and suggests taking into considerations new perspectives while learning 
in French. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.115 

How do mainstream teachers develop their skills in fostering the achievement of ELL students? 

Carolyn Tait - Victoria University 

Margaret Gleeson - Victoria University  

Many secondary teachers in New Zealand have undertaken professional learning and development 
(PLD) at some stage in their teaching career to assist them to support English language learners (ELLs) in 
their content classes. Some feel that their own teaching experiences are enough to equip them with 
sufficient skills to meet the needs of the ELLs in their classes. Others feel that there is more to learn 
about preparing ELLs for academic achievement in their discipline. This study investigated mainstream 
teachers’ readiness to adopt new approaches to teaching ELLs. 

This paper reports on one case from a small-scale professional learning and development (PLD) project 
conducted over the course of one year at an urban secondary school in New Zealand. This initiative 
included experienced teachers from three faculties in a secondary school. All of the teacher participants 
in the wider study had asked to participate in the PLD which focussed on identifying the subject 
demands of their content subject and developing pedagogies that fitted within both their disciplinary 
epistemology and also pedagogies that research suggests will benefit language learning. This particular 
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case has been chosen because the two teachers that made up this subject case reported very favourably 
on their learning.  

Data were gathered from audio-recorded Zoom meetings between the teachers and PLD facilitator and 
included lesson plan and lesson observation documents. A thematic analysis suggests that this PLD was 
considered successful by the participants both because the facilitators acknowledged the teachers’ 
pedagogical subject expertise and the teachers were willing to situate themselves as learners. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.G08 

WORKSHOP 

Enacting dialogic pedagogy in school classrooms: insights from educational linguistics 

Pauline Jones - University of Wollongong 

Alyson Simpson - University of Sydney 

Anne Thwaite - Edith Cowan University 

This workshop focuses on the renewed interest in classroom dialogue evident in the work of Alexander 
(2017), Resnick (2010) and Mercer et al. (2009).  As Myhill (2018) points out, this is part of a tradition 
that dates back more than 60 years, stemming from the fields of curriculum theory, social psychology 
and sociocultural theory.  Parallel to this work, educational linguistics has long been concerned with the 
character and quality of classroom talk (Sinclair & Coulthard 1975; Christie 2002; Hammond & Gibbons 
2005; Rose 2018).  This workshop presents our ongoing work (Jones, Simpson & Thwaite 2018; Jones & 
Chen 2016; Simpson 2016; Thwaite 2014) to better understand how dialogic pedagogy operates. By 
taking a functional linguistic approach - one that enables us to account for learning in a theoretically 
coherent way as it takes place in the unfolding interactions between teachers and students and among 
students themselves - we examine dialogic interactions in in a range of different classrooms.  We draw 
on systemic functional linguistics (Halliday 1994; Martin & Rose 2001); in particular, the systems of 
speech function and exchange structure, in an effort to illuminate how repertoires of teacher and 
student talk (Alexander 2017) are enacted to foster students’ learning.  The workshop will be of interest 
to HDR students and others interested in classroom discourse analysis.  Transcripts from our current 
projects across a range of learning contexts will be used for hands-on analytic work. We encourage 
participants to familiarize themselves with Alexander’s work in preparation for the workshop.   

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.104 

Impact of Worksheets on Students’ Reading Skills and Their Anxiety 

Miyako Fujii - University of Wollongong 

In Japan, English educational reforms have been conducted to correspond to globalization. Conducting 
classes in English at the high school level has been part of the reforms. However, from my experience as 
a teacher, Japanese high school students tend to feel anxious about this new trend and ask for 
instruction and translations in Japanese during the class. This presentation will discuss an action 
research project which explored the impact of worksheets for one English subject (i.e., Communication 
English 2) on students’ reading skills and their anxiety about classes conducted in English. Based on a 
pre-survey and a pre-test of reading skills answered by 118 second graders in a Japanese high school, 
the problem was identified that most of the students lack confidence in understanding the content of 
the class conducted in English as well as confidence in their reading skills. To address this problem, I 
focused on improvement in worksheets that can ease their anxiety, facilitate their active learning, and 
thereby increase confidence. I created the new framework of worksheets for this subject and used it for 
the same 118 students for about four months. A post-survey and post-tests of reading skills revealed 
that the students’ confidence was enhanced while the improvements in their reading skills were less 
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apparent. The session will conclude with implications for utilizing effective worksheets to facilitate 
students’ active learning and support their secure understanding of the class. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.101 

Chinese EAP learners’ preparation for and performance in discussion sessions: Interactive turns, 
question types and presenter-discussant relationship markers 

Hua Peng - Fudan University 

There has been a growing interest among researchers in the spoken genre of conference presentations. 
Yet the discussion sessions that now have been routinely embedded in paper presentations seem to be 
much under-researched. More under-researched is how L2 learners deal with the discussion sessions. To 
explore this area, the study investigated how eighteen L2 EAP learners in a Chinese university prepared 
for and performed in the discussion sessions. Four datasets were compiled including an in-class survey, 
collection of self-rehearsed questions and answers, transcription of real-time Q&A sessions and 
students’ presentation scripts. A detailed textual analysis of these data has shown that students are 
mostly intimidated by questions pertaining to specific details of their research. In their rehearsal, they 
used few interactive turns and few types of questions than they did in real-time discussions. They also 
negotiated their shifting position in relation to discussants by using such markers as first, the way to 
open floor for discussion, second, the selection of expressions between “questions”, “comments” or 
“feedback”, and lastly, the use of “I think” as a hedging device. Some pedagogical implications to EAP 
instruction are also given.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.102 

Teachers' diverse and dynamic emotional experiences of conducting action research 

Emily Edwards - University of Technology Sydney 

Emotions play an important role both in how teachers perceive a professional development activity, and 
in how they negotiate their professional identities during and after the activity. Recent research in 
English language teaching has explored emotional dissonance during teacher education, and the close 
connections between emotional and cognitive development (e.g. Golombek, 2015, 2017; Yuan & Lee, 
2015). However, there is still little understanding in the field about how teachers’ shifting emotions 
contribute to their development when they participate in a research activity such as action research. 

This presentation draws on a sociocultural perspective to analyse teachers’ emotional shifts, cognitive 
development and identity negotiations as they experienced an action research program. The 
longitudinal qualitative case study involved five in-service English language teachers who participated in 
a nine-month action research program in Australia. Data were collected through five in-depth interviews 
with each teacher and then analysed through coding and thematic grouping. During the early stages of 
action research, feelings of being overwhelmed were dominant. Completing the action research 
program led to some teachers feeling humble about their own knowledge and re-awakened 
professionally, but experiences varied, and several months later some teachers felt restricted, and 
others re-energised. Their diverse and dynamic emotions played a crucial role in their development, 
with some teachers enhancing their confidence and reflectivity, while others experienced burnout and 
alienation from their colleagues and workplaces.  

Implications for practice include the need for continuous support and mediation from teachers’ 
sociocultural environments when completing action research programs. If the teacher is adequately 
supported, the emotional turmoil they experience can become a catalyst for identity negotiation and 
cognition development. 
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TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 21.114 

Rediscovering Academic Biliteracies in New Zealand Universities 

Danping Wang - University of Auckland 

This presentation discusses how multilingual scholars negotiate the interest, demands and rewards to 
publish in more than one language in New Zealand universities. Multilingual scholars in English-speaking 
countries often have low motivation to publish in their home language in academic communities. The 
problem is more striking amongst second language teaching researchers and applied linguists, whose 
main research communities are outside Anglophone contexts. Previous research has already pointed out 
the risk of publishing only in English, arguing that it may isolate multilingual scholars and makes their 
research invisible or irrelevant in the home county.  

The study has answered two research questions (1) what are the factors influencing the linguistic choice 
for multilingual scholars? (2) what can be done to facilitate multilingual academic literacy in higher 
education? Based on an ongoing ethnographic study of the academic writing and publishing practices of 
eight L2 teaching researchers in Auckland universities, this presentation characterizes the range of 
communities for whom the scholars are writing, drawing on notions of discourse community and 
community of practice. The study found that multilingual scholars frequently assess and adjust 
strategies, focuses and interests depending on the communities for which they write. It also found that 
it is usually the first language academic writing skill that remains challenging as it has never been 
explicitly taught in their home countries, which deserves more research attention. The study has 
demonstrated that the development of academic literacies is a complex process mediated by practices 
within a multilingual discourse world where people have to constantly balance and negotiate their 
literacy knowledge in their complete linguistic repertoire. The study ends by giving practical suggestions 
to empower multilingual research students and young scholars who are keen to publish in more than 
one language. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 21.115 

Intercultural Mentoring: Challenges and Success 

Chi Rehg - University of South Florida 

Ariadne Miranda - University of South Florida 

Christy Williams - University of South Florida 

Increasing ethnic diversity in the U.S. workforce in general and in our English Language Program in 
particular has resulted in the challenges of cultural understanding in communication and interaction. 
These challenges require those who work in such intercultural settings to be able to see “beyond their 
own cultures” and look at an issue through the eyes of people from other cultures in order to succeed 
(Osula and Irvin, 2009). One component of our English Language Program is the partnership with the 
Masters in Applied Linguistics Program at our university where faculty serve as mentors for graduate 
students who plan to become English as a Second Language or English as a Foreign Language Teachers. 
These interns complete their teaching internship in our English Language Program under careful 
supervision. Since many mentors and interns in our program are from different cultures, mentoring 
relationships pose certain unique challenges. A descriptive exploratory study was conducted through 
qualitative approach by using survey and interview techniques to identify such challenges. The 
participants consisted of three mentors and five interns. The findings revealed the differences in terms 
of value and identity between the mentors and their interns, and the strategies they used to encompass 
individual and cultural diversity for a successful mentorship. Suggestions on how to prepare our mentors 
to address such challenges in order to empower themselves to enhance their professional expertise and 
fully perform their roles in a diverse world of English teaching were also discussed.  
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TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.104 

Student and teacher-led interaction and self-study in the acquisition of L2 Chinese and Spanish 

Xiaoping Gao - University of Wollongong 

This study compared the effects of three instruction approaches: student-led interaction, teacher-led 
interaction, and student self-study, on the acquisition of vocabulary by English speaking learners of two 
foreign languages: Chinese and Spanish. A total of 104 pure beginners of Chinese (n = 54) or Spanish (n = 
50) as a foreign language in an English-speaking country participated in the study. All students were 
randomly assigned to one of the three groups in each language to learn target sentences for ten weeks, 
in addition to completing a background questionnaire, pre-test and post-test. Statistical analyses 
revealed a significant effect of an instructional approach on vocabulary acquisition but a non-significant 
effect of the target language and interaction between instructional approaches and target languages. 
Both student-led and teacher-led interaction groups outperformed the self-study groups according to 
the accuracy of their written production of the target nouns although there was no significant difference 
between the interaction groups. The results suggest that comprehensible input and negotiation for 
meaning using a first language facilitate vocabulary acquisition regardless of the target language. The 
findings are explained from the perspectives of cognitive processing of second language learning, form-
meaning mappings of linguistic form, and the interface between explicit and implicit knowledge. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.101 

“Bridge-Building: Global Citizenship English Camp with Japanese and International Students” 

David Cooke - Tokyo Christian University 

In recent years, Japan has focused on equipping future leaders with global communication English skills 
and promoting study abroad and intercultural exchange. Despite this worthy goal, there is a trend of 
fewer Japanese students studying abroad due to lack of job opportunities and concerns over safety. The 
presenter will demonstrate how international-minded Japanese universities and high schools 
collaborated and designed a content-based curriculum for a Global Citizenship camp that increased 
students’ intercultural communication competencies. The presenter will show how collaboration 
between a university teacher and high school teachers for curriculum design and pre-camp training 
addressed specific needs of students and how Japanese students being mentored by international 
students helped broaden worldviews and build confidence with English, service learning, and 
intercultural relations. The presenter will share activities tested in a pilot Global Citizenship English camp 
in Japan and demonstrate benefits of learning directly from university students about global issues 
faced in their home countries. There also will be a discussion on how language teachers in their own 
contexts can promote language learning events and design Global Citizenship training curriculum that 
involves mentorship from international students and study abroad students.   

The presentation will be divided into four parts: 1) a brief overview of Japan’s educational goals of 
equipping Japanese students with global communication skills, 2) an overview of the Global Citizenship 
English camp curriculum activities such as panel discussions with International students, problem-based 
learning activities with international students as group leaders, researching global issues such as 
poverty, refugees, and hunger, and creating a non-profit organization, 3) a curriculum analysis from 
feedback surveys of international and Japanese high school students. 
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TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.102 

Impact of Examination Reform on English Teachers’ Cognition and Practice 

Misato Kobayashi - University of Wollongong 

In Japan, university entrance examinations, which place significant emphasis on reading comprehension 
and grammar knowledge, have been considered to impede the implementation of communicative 
language teaching. In light of such negative washback, as well as the growing needs of improving English 
communication skills, the Japanese government announced the examination reform and determined to 
include speaking assessment from 2020.  

Given this situation, this qualitative study was conducted to investigate the impact of the new university 
entrance examination on Japanese English teachers’ cognition and teaching practice. Data were 
collected from three junior high school teachers by means of interviews and classroom observations. 
Drawing on Borg’s (2015) theory that teacher cognition (i.e., thoughts, beliefs, and knowledge) could 
influence their practice, the thematic analysis was conducted. The findings revealed no significant 
impact of the new entrance examination on the teachers’ cognition, as well as on their speaking 
instruction due to their indifference to the change and insufficient knowledge of the second language 
pedagogy. This paper concludes with highlighting the needs of having long-term educational goals 
shared at different levels and providing adequate in-service teacher training.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 21.114 

Translanguaging in L2 essay writing: Examining the use of L1 in foreign language classrooms 

Annita Stell - University of Queensland 

Boya Zhang - University of Queensland 

Noriko Iwashita - University of Queensland 

There have been growing interests in the use of the learners' first language (L1) on second language (L2) 
development. Through a sociocultural theory lens, previous studies have illustrated how the use of L1 
can help push learners to use language to discuss and complete a specific individual or co-authored task. 
In this perspective, language (both L1 and L2) is a tool mediating language learning through social 
interaction. The use of L1 however, has been examined more broadly, where researchers examine how 
learners combine or shift between different languages through the process of code switching. Very few 
studies explore how learners discuss L2 linguistic issues through their L1 or a mixture of languages (also 
known as translanguaging) to resolve specific issues or complete a task. As a result, the effects of these 
dialogues remain unexplored.  

Building on past studies, this study aims to explore learners' translanguaging practices in two FL contexts 
- learning English (EFL) and Russian as a foreign language (RFL). Thirty EFL undergraduate students in 
Taiwan and thirty RFL undergraduate students in China were instructed to complete one collaborative 
writing task to examine how Mandarin (L1) was used in the different contexts. The translanguaging 
episodes were examined through an in-depth qualitative and quantitative analysis of the audio-
recorded, transcribed pair talk. The patterns of interaction were also analysed to understand the 
classroom dynamics. The findings showed that learners in both contexts switched between languages 
naturally to discuss and complete the collaborative tasks. Moreover, the L1 usage depended on the 
individuals, along with their dyadic relationship. This study provides further insight to how 
translanguaging can occur in collaborative FL writing activities to provide additional language learning 
opportunities. 
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TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 21.115 

Emotional Experiences Beyond the Classroom: Interactions with the Social World 

Andrew Ross – University of Sydney 

Research into the emotional experiences of language learners and their impact upon the language-
learning process remains relatively undernourished within second language education. The research 
available focuses primarily on emotions experienced within the classroom, rather than in the daily lives 
of learners within various social contexts. In this presentation I will contend that the focus placed upon 
emotions within the relatively structured environment of the formal classroom is problematic, 
particularly within an ESL environment, as the target language is more frequently experienced beyond 
the classroom. Drawing on data collected within Australia, this study explored the emotional 
experiences a small cohort of eight university-level ESL learners experienced within their various social 
interactions beyond the classroom with a specific focus on the emotions of hope, enjoyment and 
frustration. Semi-structured interviews revealed that their emotional experiences beyond the classroom 
were particularly intense in comparison to emotional experiences within the formal language-learning 
classroom. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.104 

Examining EFL Teachers and Learners' Perceptions of ETS Criterion: A Case Study of Vietnam 

Giang Hoang - University of Melbourne 

Huy Nguyen - Hue University, Vietnam 

With large writing classes being the norm in Vietnam and similar EFL contexts, the task of giving timely 
and individualised feedback to student essays is intimidating for teachers. Therefore, using automated 
essay evaluation (AWE) and instructional programs such as ETS Criterion is an attractive idea. Yet the 
actual reception of AWE in these contexts is still unexplored. Focusing on the third strand in Stevenson 
and Phakiti’s (2014) three-perspective approach to researching AWE including product, process, and 
perceptions, this study examines teachers and students’ perceptions of using ETS Criterion as a source 
of corrective feedback. The sample includes two writing classes of 67 second-year English majors in a 
Vietnam university. From students’ perspectives, multiple data sources shed light on their perception of 
the automated feedback, including classroom observation, stimulated recall and focus group interviews, 
and questionnaires. The findings highlighted students’ interest and appreciation of the chance to trial a 
new medium in learning to write in English. However, some participants expressed reservations about 
the value of automated feedback, attributing their doubts to some questionable feedback points they 
received from the system or the lack of graduated feedback in response to students’ actual levels of 
development. Meanwhile, based on the retrospective interview with the two participating writing 
instructors, the teachers were divided in their comfort with this tool in their writing classes, their 
appreciation of Criterion feedback to student writing, and the level they incorporate Criterion into their 
lessons. This was partially accounted for by their initial familiarity with technology as well as personal 
preferences for either traditional or more recent approaches and techniques in teaching writing. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.101 

A simple linguistic tool of analysis for analysing responsibility in language 

Shoshana Dreyfus – University of Wollongong 

Taking responsibility is a big issue across the course of one’s life; parents, teachers, partners, friends, the 
judiciary and media exhort us to take responsibility for our actions. Given that at least some part of 
taking responsibility happens through language, an investigation of the language of how we actually do 
(or don’t) take responsibility is useful for understanding this ubiquitous social phenomenon. This paper 
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showcases one analytical tool, focusing on agency, can be used to analyse whether or not people take 
responsibility for their actions when talking about them.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.104 

Applying Overseas-acquired Teacher Education in Local Contexts: The Case of Saudi English Teachers 

Esraa Alhuwaydi - Victoria university 

Helen Borland - Victoria University 

This study looks into the influence of overseas teacher-education programs on the cognitions and 
practices of in-service teachers in non-native English contexts. It follows the journey of five female Saudi 
teachers who undertook Masters of TESOL/linguistics programs in native English-speaking countries and 
returned to practice in their local Saudi context. Their offshore education is part of a wide-scale Saudi 
educational development initiative that supports a move away from traditional teacher-centred 
education, and encourages a more student-centred one. By providing teachers with quality education 
and training offshore, the Saudi government is hoping that they would return with the necessary 
cognitions and skills to achieve the shift in the local educational context. The teachers in this study have 
completed their extended teacher-education programs within the past ten years and are currently 
working in a women’s public university in Saudi. Adopting a qualitative case study, the researcher 
conducted two in-depth interviews to understand how the offshore programs influenced their reported 
language teachers’ cognitions. In addition, two classroom observations for each of the five teachers 
were conducted, providing insight into their current practices and how they align with the government’s 
vision of reform. The findings suggest that teachers’ cognitions about language teaching and learning 
have been influenced by the professional development programs in several ways. It also reports on the 
teachers’ ability to implement overseas-acquired skills in their local context, even after several years of 
coming back home. It highlights issues that teachers face when transferring education and skills from a 
native English-speaking context and applying it in a local context.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 21.114 

Becoming Interculturally competent: A study of Indonesian Postgraduate Students in Australia 

Fadhlur Rahman - Monash University 

The studies in Intercultural Communication Competence (ICC) has been extensively investigated by 
numerous experts in the last couple of decades. Some models and approaches have been constructed 
for the purposes of developing individuals’ competency in the intercultural context. Studying abroad is 
an experience of a life time and a dream for Indonesian students. However, some problems occurred 
during their time study due to the cultural discrepancy. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to explore 
the strategies being used by Indonesian students for becoming inter-culturally competent. Interviews 
session with Indonesian students has been done to assess their awareness on their intercultural 
competence (adopted from Fantini, 2006). The finding shows that being interculturally competent is a 
necessity for international students (in this context, Indonesian students).  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 21.115 

Longitudinal study of Spanish pronunciation acquisition by Australian students 

Alfredo Herrero de Haro - University of Wollongong 

Manuel Delicado Cantero - Australian National University 

Pronunciation has been traditionally ignored in the L2 Spanish classroom, although some studies have 
been carried out in the last few years to change this. However, more research is still needed to 
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understand how best to support language learners, especially regarding the effect that the regional 
accent of students has on their L2 pronunciation. The current presentation aims to explain the evolution 
of the Spanish pronunciation of Australian students from beginner to advanced level by analysing 
spoken samples of Australian students at various points during their major. The pronunciation will be 
analysed on Praat, focusing on aspects such as vowel formants. Articulatory phases for different sounds 
will be segmented following standard practices in phonetic sciences and measurements will be taken for 
different sounds. The data collected during the acoustic analysis will be analysed statistically to 
determine how Australian students improve different features of their Spanish pronunciation through 
time. Language acquisition theory will be applied to the findings to explain progress or fossilisation of 
any pronunciation features. This study examines not only how the Australian accent of learners 
influences their L2 pronunciation, but also how their accent changes through time to resemble a more 
native-like Spanish pronunciation. These findings can inform teaching, as teachers of L2 Spanish will 
have access to data regarding what sounds Australian students of Spanish find more difficult to master 
through time.   

Key words: Australian learners of Spanish, L2 Spanish pronunciation, language transfer. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 67.104 

Examining academic literacy skills transfer in first-year undergraduate students 

Raelke Grimmer - Charles Darwin University 

Andrew Kelly - Charles Darwin University 

Nicola Rolls - Charles Darwin University 

Supporting new undergraduate students in developing academic literacy skills is a key responsibility of 
higher education institutions. As a result, many universities now require students to enrol in an 
academic literacies unit as part of their study. While research has shown these units improve students’ 
academic literacy skills over the unit itself, it is less clear how students apply the skills they learn in other 
first year units. This paper is based on a mixed methods research study at Charles Darwin University that 
examines the extent to which first year undergraduate students apply the academic literacy skills gained 
in their compulsory academic literacy unit to their other first year assessment tasks in their cognate 
units. The study has a quantitative component including the comparison of essays of students who 
completed the academic literacies common core unit with those who did not, and a qualitative 
component of focus groups with students and staff about the extent to which they felt enabled to 
transfer the academic literacy skills taught in the unit for that purpose. The quantitative analysis uses an 
adapted version of the MASUS (Bonanno and Jones, 2007) to analyse a sample of 150 first year essays 
and award each an overall grade for academic literacy achievement. The sample includes students who 
completed or are yet to complete the compulsory academic literacy unit in 2017 (CUC100: Academic 
Literacies Through Exploring Sustainability). Key criteria that are examined include: use of source 
material, answer structure, academic writing control, grammatical correctness, and general 
presentation qualities. Our analysis further nuances for a comparison between the academic literacy 
skills transfer achieved by the following student characteristics: internal/external students, language 
background and basis of degree admission. 
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TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 67.101 

Investigation of Cohesive Verbs in Research Articles: A Pattern Grammar Perspective 

Xixin Qiu - Beihang University 

Min Dong - Beihang University 

Cohesion realized by demonstrative pronouns (Martin, 1992; Swales, 2005; Wulff, Römer & Swales, 
2012; Gray & Cortes, 2011), shell nouns (Aktas & Cortes, 2008; Hunston & Francis, 2000; Flowerdew & 
Forest, 2015; Schmid, 2000) and cohesive nouns (Hinkel, 2004) is found to have a close tie with verbs 
such as allow, involve and suggest, and such cohesion has not been well comprehended and taught to 
non-native disciplinary writers as they often confused about what verb to select when coupling with 
certain research-related nouns. Hence, this paper investigates the frequent grammar patterns and 
collocations of those verbs and discusses their pedagogy to academic writing.  

Two sub-corpora extracted from JDEST are analysed, concordanced with Antconc (Anthony, 2006) and 
then POS tagged using AUTASYS (Fang, 2007). 

Overall description 
Disciplines Texts Type/Token Ratio 
Natural 25 2,447 1.90 
Social 15 683 2.08 

The present study attempts to retrieve and identify verbs by searching with two patterns (see below) co-
occurring with the following node nominals: 1) self-mentioned research nouns (paper, section, study); 2) 
research-activity-related nouns (analysis, approach, method, model, process, theory); and 3) shell nouns 
(case, problem, example).  

The tagging mechanism of AUATASYS, based on International Corpus of English tagset, delicately 
distinguishes all verbs into 7 types with an overall F-Measure of 86.5%. 
a) This/this + (Node) + Verb + Noun/Noun to-inf/wh-cl/that-cl 
b) Node + Verb + Noun/Noun to-inf/wh-cl/that-cl 

The results indicate that journal scholars' use of cohesive verbs shares the same yet different in order 
top 5 verbs in frequency (indicate, mean, provide, suggest, show), and both express cohesion with 
This/this/Node + Verb + Noun/that-cl patterns more often than others. And interestingly, allow and 
mean almost exclusively collocate with clause-initial this, and show and reveal are overwhelmingly used 
in past or perfect tense while suggest and involve prefer present tense. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 67.102 

A basic writing skills module for teachers in Sri Lanka 

Marie Perera - University of Colombo 

Formal teaching of English commences in grade 3 in Sri Lankan state schools. However, National 
Assessment of achievement of Grade 4 students over the years (2004, 2007, 2009.2012, 2014) have 
shown that writing is the weakest skill.  

National Assessment of Grade Eight students 2015 also confirms that writing is the weakest skill of the 
students. According to the findings of the National Assessments, students of 1C and Type 2 schools are 
performing very much below that of the students of 1AB and National schools. The National Assessment 
reports recommend to pay special individual attention to improve the writing skills of low performing 
second language learners in these schools. 

A collaborative action research conducted in two low performing grade 7classes in the Gampaha 
education zone, indicated that students’ writing skills can be improved if the basic skills in writing are 
taught.  



 

 
44  |  ALAA PROGRAM NOV 2018 PAGES 21 - 99    

 

A perusal of the primary syllabus reveals that adequate emphasis on the teaching of basic grammar in 
the English language is not focused in the primary ESL syllabus. Therefore, there is a need to analyse the 
primary ESL curriculum and the textbooks in order to prepare a module to facilitate the teachers to 
teach basic grammar to the students.  

Grade four students in 10 schools from Gampaha and Kandy and Teachers of grade 3 and 4 in these 
schools were the participants of the current study.  

A writing task was administered to the students of grade 4 in the sample. This enabled to identify the 
basic grammatical mistakes of grade four students. Next, the syllabus and textbooks were analysed in 
relation to students’ mistakes Finally, suitable grammatical items that should be included in the syllabus 
together with instructions to teachers as how to exploit the textbook were suggested. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 21.114 

Taking the Initiative: The interpreter’s contribution in interpreter-mediated aphasia assessments 

Peter Roger - Macquarie University 

Interpreting for a speech-language pathologist who is assessing a client with aphasia (a group of 
acquired language disorders that occur following damage to language centres of the brain) can be an 
extremely complex task for an interpreter. While an interpreter’s usual role is to render accurately and 
comprehensively the content of participants’ utterances into the other language, speech-language 
pathologists are often more concerned with the precise ways in which their client’s speech deviates 
from ‘normal’ language. Through an analysis of interactive framing (Goffman, 1974; Tannen & Wallat, 
1983), Author and Co-author (2018, in press) have demonstrated how interpreters and speech-language 
pathologists frequently shift frames during the course of aphasia assessments to allow the interpreter to 
offer supplementary descriptive information in response to questions from the speech-language 
pathologist. While this represents a clear departure from narrow ‘transmissionist’ notions of 
interpreting, the contributions of the interpreter remain largely reactive rather than proactive, in that 
the request for information generally comes from the speech pathologist. 

The present paper reports on what appears to be a much a rarer phenomenon, where the interpreter is 
observed to ‘take the initiative’ to provide additional information to the assessing speech pathologist. It 
examines such instances as they occurred during the course of four different aphasia assessments (while 
the person with aphasia was present), as well as in a post-assessment de-briefing session (without the 
client) that took place between the two professionals. Analysis of these instances from an interactive 
framing perspective yields valuable insights of two kinds. Firstly, it can tell us what the interpreters 
concerned understand about what aphasia is, and what they believe speech-language pathologists need 
to gain from aphasia assessment sessions. In addition, it can bring to light the precise interactional 
constraints that often prevent this vital supplementary information being shared.  

 
TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 21.115 

Gender and character images in TV drama 'ER' 

Miyuki Arai - University of Melbourne 

The advent of digital products has enabled international audiences to enjoy TV dramas and films in 
various languages. Audiovisual translation thus plays a crucial role in assisting audience to 'travel' to the 
target culture. Because of constraint on the process of translation, it is a demanding task for audiovisual 
translators to make translation choices within these restrictions. This study aims to investigate how 
particular translation choices as gender markers affect gender/character images as projected in the 
Japanese dubbed and subtitled version of the American TV drama 'ER'. The character images in TV 
dramas are likely to contribute to stereotypical gender images, and gender stereotypes in the media 
tend to contribute to gender bias in the society. According to literature (e.g., Glascock, 2001).  
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English language prime time TV characters are likely to be portrayed according to traditional gender 
stereotypes. Hence, it is worthwhile to examine the association between the gender image of particular 
characters and their language use. Based on the notion of 'character equivalence' (Petrucci, 2012), a 
comparative textual analysis of extracts from the English original and the Japanese translated episodes 
of 'ER' was undertaken, focusing on address forms and Japanese gender-associated sentence final 
forms. The textual analysis was complemented by a survey and follow-up interviews completed by a 
group of English-speakers and group of Japanese-speakers who each watched an episode of 'ER' in their 
respective first languages. Despite the prominence of gender-associated forms in the Japanese version, 
the result of the survey revealed little difference in the impression of the characters perceived by the 
English-speaking and Japanese-speaking audiences. This presentation will explore these findings and 
suggest possible explanations for the picture that emerged from the complementary data source. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 21.G08 

WORKSHOP 

Tense, Aspect and Speaker Perspective in Second Language Learning 

Judith O'Byrne - Macquarie University  

L2 students must grapple with the fact that their L1 represents only one perspective on the world, 
particularly in how it establishes a framework for speaking about time. Adult language students 
commonly assume that temporality in their L1 will be mirrored in their L2. Additionally, in their L2, 
students can presume a set of absolute rules regarding the temporal location of eventualities, via tense 
or temporal adverbials. So, it can be daunting for learners to realize that they regularly have a choice of 
tense and aspect in encoding an eventuality, as determined by their perspective (e.g., 'I didn’t see 
'Titanic’' vs 'I haven’t seen ‘Titanic’'). Therefore, it is essential to understand that tense involves more 
than temporal location and that issues embodied in perspective, knowledge and context shape 
propositional content (e.g., 'She has never been to Dubbo' is grammatically well-formed, but in referring 
to Cleopatra, is infelicitous).  

This workshop looks firstly at the nature of speaker perspective and then highlights some ‘given’ 
temporal perspectives in languages other than English. For example, L1 speakers of English tend to see 
the future as something that lies ahead, with the past being behind. However, for some other 
languages, the past is in front of the speaker: it has been experienced and hence ‘seen’, while the future 
is behind and therefore not visible. The main section of the workshop then looks at how speakers of 
English use tense and aspect to encode different perspectives. For example, the contrast between 'If I 
get the job, when will I start?' and 'If I got the job, when would I start?' entails no difference in temporal 
location. Rather, it indicates varying degrees of confidence in an interview outcome. As such, the main 
purpose of this workshop is to extend the notion of tense and aspect beyond temporality. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 67.104 

A Personalised Autonomous Model for Multilingual University Students 

Mira Kim – University of New South Wales 

Multilingual university students for whom English is an additional language (EAL) now make up a large 
proportion of the total student cohort at universities in English speaking countries. Such high-level study 
in English poses challenges for many EAL students. While many universities offer a range of support 
services, in most cases these do not yet sufficiently address students’ diverse language needs. In 
response to this issue, an extracurricular program entitled Personalised English Language Enhancement 
(PELE) was piloted at UNSW in 2016. The semester-long program was developed on the basis of a 
personalised autonomous (PA) model which guides students to identify their own linguistic needs; 
develop a personal project to address their needs; implement the project and evaluate their own 
progress (Kim, 2014). The data showed the program made significant impact on students’ confidence in 
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language skills, self-efficacy in learning, emotional well-being, as well as their sense of belonging. Based 
on the findings, the program was approved as a credit-bearing course in 2017 and has been offered to 
students who want to enhance their English language skills across faculties at all levels. This paper firstly 
explains the principles of the PA model and discusses its pedagogical efficacy based on the data 
collected in 2016 and 2017. Taking a mixed-methods approach, data collection included student entry 
and exit surveys in which about 500 students participated, students’ reflective e-portfolios and focus 
groups. Following the discussion, it attempts to explain why the PA model is highly effective not only in 
developing students’ linguistic confidence and self-efficacy but also in building an inspiring learning 
community where students get motivated to take an active role in their learning. It concludes with a 
brief outline of how PELE is planned to move forward to benefit a larger number of students at the 
university and beyond. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 67.101 

Rhetorical Patterns of Indonesian Research Article Discussions in Selected Disciplines 

Zifirdaus Adnan - University of New England 

Rhetorical Patterns of Indonesian Research Articles have been considerably studied. However, little 
research has been conducted on the rhetorical patterns of their Discussion sections, even less on 
comparing Humanities and Hard Science Disciplines written in English by Indonesian authors. These 
sections are important but difficult to write as the authors are expected to discuss, analyse, interpret 
and even explain the results when not in line with findings in previous studies projecting the voice of the 
author(s). This paper reports on an analysis of sixty research articles in 3 Hard sciences and 3 in 
Humanities disciplines focusing on the generic patterns and voice of the authors. The purpose is to 
discover how far have Indonesian articles have rhetorically changed since the publications of Western 
style generic patterns (Swales 1990) were introduced and publicised in the country to help increase 
publications in international journals, increasingly encouraged by the Indonesian government in the last 
20 years or so. The main questions include what are the currents patterns and authorial voices are like; 
How different are they compared to the corresponding patterns found in previous studies, and which of 
the two groups have changed more than the other and why. The study employed qualitative and simple 
quantitative approaches. The articles were randomly selected from 12 journals, which claim to be 
‘internationals’ (2 journals per discipline) and written in English by Indonesian authors. The generic 
analysis was conducted based on semantic and functions, while the authorial voice was analysed 
according to the degrees of criticality as expected in international journals. An interesting question is 
whether they have become more critical along with the return of democracy to Indonesia since the fall 
of the authoritarian Suharto Regime in 1998.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 21.114 

Towards a more dialogic approach with a class of young adult refugee-background learners in an adult 
migrant English program  

Skye Playsted – TAFE Queensland South West 

In Queensland, a Commonwealth-funded adult migrant English program is offered to migrant and 
refugee-background learners aged 15-24 who have limited or interrupted formal education.  Although 
low literacy and English language proficiency preclude students from entering mainstream high schools, 
their skills and aspirations for the future are high.  Successful participation in Australian tertiary and 
work settings will require these young people to confidently express themselves as creative and critical 
thinkers.  This paper aims to examine the potential of a dialogic pedagogy with a beginner AMEP youth 
class. It draws on reflective journal entries I as a teacher researcher kept throughout the 
implementation. Analysis focused on reflections on changes in students’ engagement and responses 



 

 
47  |  ALAA PROGRAM NOV 2018 PAGES 21 - 99    

 

following my change to focus on a more dialogic teaching approach. Findings suggest that a dialogic 
pedagogy can build this confidence and encourage students to ‘find their voice’.   
 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 21.115 

Multilingual voices: South Sudanese women in Australia 

Necia Billinghurst - University of South Australia 

There are approximately 20,000 individuals who identify as Sudanese/southern Sudanese/South 
Sudanese in Australia (ABS 2011). They make up a small but diverse immigrant community, coming from 
a richly multilingual society of 69 living languages (Simons & Fennig 2018) and a diversity of ethnic 
cultures. As with most African migrants, each individual brings a varied multilingual repertoire, as well as 
complex networks of affiliation little understood in mainstream Australian media and society.  
 
Since the largest wave of South Sudanese migration (2003-2006), a body of research has emerged 
especially focused on the adaptation of Sudanese youth to the Australian education system (Hatoss 
2013). Less research has explored how this population, especially its women, has integrated linguistically 
and culturally into Australian society as its members have moved from refugee to resident status, 
reached adulthood, entered the workforce, and started families. Using a mixed methods approach 
(observation, survey, interview), I investigate the linguistic life of adult South Sudanese women in South 
Australia. Women are the focus as they have been shown to significantly influence language use and 
shift in a community (Paulston 1994). My presentation will share preliminary research to answer the 
following questions:  

• How/to what extent do South Sudanese women in South Australia use their multilingual repertoires to 
navigate between mainstream society and their ethnic community?  

• What languages (or languaging practices) do they seek to maintain, exchange, or gain to enable them 
to do this?  

In this presentation I will share how South Sudanese women use language to engage in family, religion, 
and community in South Australia and shed light on motivations that may influence the language 
repertoires of their children. This research has potential implications for better understanding and 
improved social cohesion between South Sudanese migrants and Australian society. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  17.00-18.00/ 67.107     

KEYNOTE 2: CHRISTOPHER CANDLIN MEMORIAL LECTURE 

Attentiveness to Language/s and Learning in Applied Linguistics 
Angela Scarino – University of South Australia 

In our times of complex linguistic, cultural and faith-based diversity there is a need for a renewed 
consideration of both the key constructs and our ways of working/researching in our field. Exploring 
complexity expansively and critically in a range of domains was a defining stance of the work of 
Christopher Candlin. In this reflective paper, I draw on Candlin’s characteristic ideational and 
methodological stance, as well as a series of research projects I have undertaken with teachers exploring 
intercultural language learning, to discuss the key constructs of Language/s and Learning. I explain how 
an attentiveness to language/s facilitates understanding of the nature of human knowledge and the 
human capability for learning. I then discuss how an understanding of these constructs, in turn, 
influences our ways of working/researching in the field through action and through praxis. These ways 
of working, I argue, need to recognise the identities of participants, their contribution and how these 
are constructed in diverse contexts, and ultimately a hermeneutic analysis of the co-constructed 
interpretation of what it is that is going on. 
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TIME/ ROOM  9.00-10.00/ 67.107     

KEYNOTE 3 

The diverse interactions of Aboriginal EALD speakers: Codeswitching, translanguaging or 
“whatever”…. 

Rhonda Oliver - Curtin University 

Australian Aboriginal people interact in diverse ways and this is especially the case for those who grow 
up and live in rural and remote locations.  In such locations Standard Australian English (SAE) is often not 
spoken as the residents’ first language or dialect, instead they may have either traditional Indigenous 
language(s) or an English-lexified creole as their first language (L1), or they may have Aboriginal English 
(AE) as their first dialect.  In addition, most will also use AE as the lingua franca to communicate with 
other Aboriginal people who do not share their home language.  

For Aboriginal people, particularly those living in the rural and remote communities, the importance of 
language (i.e., traditional languages, creoles and AE), both for the maintenance of culture and as a 
marker of Aboriginality, should not be underestimated.  For younger people in particular, their 
Aboriginal languages contribute in significant ways to the formation of their self-identity. At the same 
time, however, to fully participate in mainstream Australian society Aboriginal people also need to 
develop an awareness of and have skills in using SAE. This is especially the case for those studying in 
schools and universities.  

To address this need, Aboriginal students have been encouraged and, at times, explicitly taught to 
codeswitch - changing from their home language to SAE within the classroom. This has been 
implemented on the assumption that written literacy development will emerge from such a foundation.  
Yet despite this, educational outcomes (e.g., NAPLAN results) show they continue to achieve under the 
national standard in language and literacy (ACARA, 2012). 

While formal success in SAE seems elusive, many Aboriginal speakers, including children, demonstrate a 
complex linguistic repertoire. Rather than simply switching from one language to another they move 
fluidly between their various linguistic codes and do so as required by the context, audience, and the 
learning environment.  In this presentation I will describe various observational data showing the 
diverse ways and various modes in which they do this and make suggestions for how pedagogy 
(including assessment) can move beyond our current monolinguistic hegemony to one that is Informed 
by a translanguaging perspective (Garcia & Wei, 2014). 

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.104  

Employing a dialogic approach to develop intercultural competence in a regional Australian university. 

Johanna Einfalt - Queensland University of Technology  

In an increasingly globalized world, it is clear that universities need to produce students who are able to 
communicate across different cultures and successfully interact in a range of diverse contexts. It is less 
clear, however, how this can be achieved within higher education institutions and literature points to a 
lack of social interaction between international and domestic students, arguing that universities are not 
maximising the opportunity offered by a diverse presence on campus. This presentation will report on a 
program conducted in first semester, 2018. A mixed group of domestic and international students were 
invited to participate in a series of guided forums designed to promote dialogic intercultural 
interactions. These forums aimed to facilitate discussion around topics related to identity, oral 
communication and developing intercultural understandings. This case study investigates the shifts in 
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the development of intercultural competence in this group of commencing students at this regional 
university. Underpinned by Bakhtin's theory of dialogism and Deardorff's intercultural competence 
model, this study has employed interviews, video recordings, reflections and stimulated recall sessions 
to explore what influence, if any, the dialogic forums have had on student participants. It also provides 
valuable insight to how students from a range of cultural backgrounds use language to communicate 
during forums. Findings offer the university sector a fine-grained understanding of interactions at the 
dialogic level and demonstrate the effectiveness of using a dialogic approach to develop intercultural 
competence.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.101 

Developing second language writing skills: an action research in Sri Lanka 

Marie Perera - University of Colombo 

National Assessment and Public examination results in Sri Lanka confirm that English as a Second 
Language learners’ writing skills are generally weak. According to G.C.E. O/L Examination - 2016 English 
Language Evaluation Report “writing skill has become a barrier for the candidates to perform well in the 
examination” (p.35).  

This paper discusses a collaborative action research carried out in order to find out whether students’ 
second language writing skills could be developed by using their first language as a scaffold. The 
collaborators were a university lecturer, three Regional English Support Centre (RESC) staff and sixteen 
teachers. The main purpose of this collaboration was to utilize a product-based approach and the 
students’ knowledge of the L1 grammar to improve their writing skills in L2. The classes were selected 
from sixteen disadvantaged schools in one district in Sri Lanka. A diagnostic test was conducted to 
identify errors in writing. A remedial programme was designed with the collaboration of the RESC staff 
and the teachers. Four sessions were initially planned and implemented to enable the students to write 
a simple sentence. Students’ fist language was used to explain the grammar as well as for them to 
identify the differences in the structure of the two languages. A post-test was administered to find out 
whether the students have improved in writing simple sentences. In addition, the students and the 
teachers were interviewed, classroom observations were conducted by the RESC staff and students’ task 
sheets were utilized for data collection. The post test revealed an improvement in students writing in 
both school types. Class room observations, students’ and teachers’ feedback as well as students’ task 
sheet analysis confirmed that the intervention programme had been successful 

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.102 

Second language writing diversity: EFL particularities 

Orlando Chaves - Universidad del Valle 

In second language (L2) writing research, the umbrella of English a second language (ESL) has somehow 
concealed L2 writing diversity. In this research area, studies of writing in contexts where English is a 
foreign language (EFL) and of writing in L2s other than English are underrepresented. Most ESL writing 
studies have been quantitative, cross-sectional investigations focused either on texts (linguistic 
complexity, accuracy and fluency or discursive features) or on the writer, (cognitive processes or 
sociocultural situation). Recently, corpus linguistics has studied large samples of ESL and EFL writing, 
often disregarding writers and their contexts. These separate research foci somehow ignore the organic 
character of writing as a writer-text-situation compound. There is a need to counterbalance L2 writing 
research with qualitative studies with longitudinal (Ortega & Byrnes, 2008) and multi-methods designs 
(Tardy, 2006). Studies on individual variation (Ferris, 2013) and developmental processes (Baba & Nitta, 
2014; Murakami, 2016) under an integral or organic perspective towards writing (Larsen-Freeman 2006; 
Sasaki, 2012) are required. These are calls to respond to the disciplinary and contextual diversity of L2 
writing.  
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This presentation will reflect on diversity in L2 writing by sharing partial results of a mixed-method study 
that investigated the development of general writing skills of EFL learners over 16 weeks. Under an 
organic approach to writing, data from writers, texts and readers were obtained with a survey, 
interviews, learners’ diaries, and an analytic rubric evaluating the texts not only in linguistic aspects. The 
results reveal the particularities of this Colombian EFL situation and uncover individual EFL writing 
development profiles and pathways of interest for EFL writing teaching and evaluation in this kind of 
contexts.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 21.114 

Exploring Expert Opinions of Preservice Teachers’ Technical Knowledge with Delphi 

Arizio Sweeting - University of the Sunshine Coast 

The field of applied linguistics has witnessed the rise of a positive outlook on pronunciation instruction 
in recent years. This is a result of an increased acceptance by the TESOL community that teachers need 
training in this skill. However, consensus on what constitutes an effective curriculum for such training is 
still lacking (Brinton, 2018). This reality is even more evident in the context of intensive or semi-
intensive Second Language Teacher Education (SLTE) course models such as the Certificate of English 
Language Teaching to Speakers of Other Languages (CELTA). As such, this paper reports on the 
preliminary findings of an iterative survey-based investigation using the Delphi Technique with an 
international panel of pronunciation experts in which consensus was sought to make feasible 
recommendations to stakeholders (teacher educators, curriculum designers, school administrators and 
academics). The aim was to offer student teachers in preservice TESOL courses a more robust, eclectic 
and theoretically-informed pronunciation syllabus.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 21.115 

Primary teachers’ knowledge about metalanguage and their assessment of writing 

Susanne Stanyer - University of New South Wales 

Although there is some research that highlights teachers’ procedural language awareness in classroom 
contexts (e.g. Andrews & McNeill, 2005), little is known about the ways in which primary EAL teachers’ 
knowledge about metalanguage and their assessment decision-making processes beyond the classroom 
might be related. This paper describes how six case study participants in Victoria dealt with 
metalanguage that was familiar and unfamiliar to them when they used two Tools to Enhance 
Assessment Literacy (TEAL) writing criteria sheets to assess samples of children’s writing. To ascertain 
the participants' levels of familiarity with terminology used in the TEAL criteria sheets, their responses to 
an online language awareness test, completed in the first phase of the larger study from which these 
findings were derived, were analysed for accuracy. To gain insight into the decision-making processes of 
these participants, ‘think aloud’ protocols were employed when they were assessing the samples of 
writing, and the reasons for their decisions were sought during online interviews. Transcripts and 
marked criteria sheets were analysed manually to determine the extent to which participants 
highlighted and referred to linguistic terms that were familiar and less familiar to them, as they 
assessed. Strategies used by participants when encountering metalinguistic terms varied. They included 
commenting on and highlighting familiar terms only, circling groups of criteria that contained both 
familiar and less familiar terms, and asking the researcher for the meaning of unknown words. It is 
hoped that these preliminary findings, which highlight the value of knowing about metalanguage, will 
help to further enhance the assessment literacy of primary EAL teacher-assessors in Victoria, ultimately 
helping EAL learners in this state to become more proficient writers. 
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TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.104  

Face and politenss as dynamic discoursal manifestation 

Yaw Sekyi-Baidoo - University of Education, Winneba 

Ebenezer Ghampson - University of Education, Winneba 

The paper takes off from a discoursal or contextual approach to the concepts of face and politeness as 
first presented by Goffman (1967) that ‘it is diffusely located in the flow of events in the encounter’ in 
spite of its more permanent features as established by Ho (1976, 1994), and stresses a perlocutionary 
(Brown and Levinson (1987) and discoursal approach to face and politeness, (Usami, 2001; Xie, 2001). 
The paper argues that face is an engagement of face-thoughts of the different people in an interaction 
and can therefore be seen to consist of both assumed and given faces. Proceeding, it argues that face, 
and therefore politeness, sustains, enhances or diminishes in the course of an interaction, resulting in 
the onset, dynamic and end faces, and discusses some factors which bring such dynamism.  

In this paper, thus, we look at face, not as a permanent, pre-arranged construal, but as ‘a set of 
equalisers’ which are set with the different notions of negative or positive face; but that within the 
broad psychosocial framework of saves and threats, people in response to the ethnography of each 
interactive event arrange the face-threatening face-saving activities in terms of their expectedness and 
potency or necessity, resulting in differential politeness through the stretch of discourses and between 
discourses. With the help of a short extract, we demonstrate how the dynamic approach ties in with the 
dynamism of context itself, and helps yield deeper and more rewarding results in the study of politeness 
- not as social or groups tendencies - but as pragmatic manifestations in the natural context of 
communication as well as in literary texts. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.101 

"Promoting Interaction of Language Learners and Self Access Language Learning" 

David Cooke - Tokyo Christian University 

Japanese universities have addressed the need for increasing language learner motivation with 
conversation partner programs, points-based experiential learning, and extensive reading programs. A 
recent trend is using semiotics of space (Murray et al, 2014) to build Self Access Learning Centres (SALC) 
that foster language learner autonomy (Takahashi et al, 2016). The presenter will review principles for 
SALC, language learner autonomy and intrinsic motivation (Dornyei and Ushioda, 2009) in Japan and 
evaluate integration of Practical Assignment Language System or PLAS, an extrinsic motivation tool, 
which utilized Moodle technology and grouped international and Japanese students, and he will give 
examples of community language learning activities and compare feedback from pre and post-PLAS 
program questionnaires. The presenter will propose universities create a SALC to promote intercultural 
exchange, agency, intrinsic motivation, and learner autonomy and to provide a centralized place for 
language learning and intercultural exchange as students utilize various stations such as the cooking 
area, events stage, party room, meeting room, conversation area, writing center, test preparation area, 
and extensive reading library. Lastly, there will be a discussion evaluating intrinsic verses extrinsic 
motivation language learning tools and exploring possibilities of building a SALC at schools in diverse 
global contexts.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.102 

Exploring the learner-teacher-context interplay in language learning motivation 

Mairin Hennebry - University of Hong Kong 

Models delivering content teaching through learners’ second language, including content and language 
integrated learning, content-based instruction, have rapidly increased in recent decades and are 
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thought to offer a ‘naturally’ motivating context for learners to use and learn the medium of instruction. 
However, the relationship between medium of instruction (MoI) and language learning motivation (LLM) 
specifically is under-explored. Responding to calls for contextually responsive theorizations of LLM, this 
study examines interactions between LLM and micro (MoI classrooms) and macro (Hong Kong schools) 
contexts.  

A questionnaire was administered to Hong Kong secondary school learners of English (N = 3854), aged 
11-14, studying in English, Chinese and Mixed mode of instruction schools. The questionnaire examined 
LLM across a range of motivational constructs. MANOVA pointed to significantly higher LLM among EMI 
students on most measures and effects of MoI on three LLM constructs. A repeated measures ANOVA 
indicated significantly different across the LLM constructs F(6.75, 39918.18) = 1815.30, p < .00, while 
post-hoc tests pointed to significantly higher (p = .001) levels of instrumental promotion and required 
orientations than all other LLM measures.  

While data supports the relevance of Chen, Warden and Chang’s (2005) ‘required orientation’ in 
explaining participants’ LLM and challenges the applicability of the ideal L2 self, there are also 
indications that this may attributable to context rather than cultural difference. 

Implications are discussed for existing understandings of the MoI-LLM relationship, as well as ongoing 
discussions around the need for culturally relevant theorizations of LLM. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 21.114 

Adopting the communicative framework for EFL pronunciation teaching: A case study of professional 
learning at a Vietnamese university 

Loc Nguyen - Victoria University  

Jonathan Newton - Victoria University  

Recent research has sought to describe and understand how teachers integrate professional learning 
into their teaching practice. The study reported in this paper seeks to extend this research in an EFL 
context where it has not hitherto been researched, namely tertiary EFL in Vietnam. In this qualitative 
case study, we investigated how six EFL teachers who attended a professional learning workshop on the 
communicative teaching of pronunciation subsequently translated what they had learned into their 
classroom practice, and how they perceived the impact of the workshop on both their changes and their 
students’ pronunciation learning. Data included non-participant observations and video-recordings of 24 
ninety-minute EFL classes. Classroom observations were followed by individual interviews that sought to 
elicit each teacher’s beliefs and perspectives concerning the effectiveness of the workshop on their 
knowledge gains, classroom practice and their students’ pronunciation learning. All the interviews were 
transcribed and translated into English for analysis using a theme-based approach. The findings show 
that the teachers all reported positive gains in terms of both knowledge and classroom practice. The 
teachers’ stated beliefs also show that they were all able to fully translate into practice the new 
approach to pronunciation teaching, and that this new teaching strategy was beneficial to their 
students’ pronunciation learning. The results further revealed potential professional learning 
opportunities for Vietnamese tertiary EFL teachers, from both institutional and national level. 

Key words: Vietnamese EFL, pronunciation teaching, professional learning, teacher beliefs. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 21.115 

Teacher assessment literacy: Key criteria for evaluation 

Chris Davison - University of New South Wales 

Teacher assessment literacy is regarded as one of the most influential factors in improving student 
learning, in particular a teacher’s ability to collect, interpret and use a range of assessment information 
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to monitor and evaluate learning needs, provide targeted feedback and help students set achievable 
goals. However, researchers do not agree on how assessment literacy should be defined (Walters, 2010) 
nor what it might comprise (Fulcher, 2012). Although many have attempted to define this construct 
(Malone, 2011; Popham, 2009, Yu, 2015), no existing definitions suit the Australian context, with 
assessment against English as additional language (EAL) standards and frameworks accounting for most 
of the formal assessment that takes place in schools. The adult EAL field, dominated by large-scale tests, 
lags far behind general education in exploring assessment literacy, with little agreement on what it 
means, and an over-reliance on overseas research. There is even less clarity about how to evaluate the 
effectiveness of teacher assessment literacy and to judge what areas are well-developed, and what 
needs further development.  

This presentation focuses on research into different ways of analysing the effectiveness of teacher 
assessment literacy in the use of the Tools to Enhance Assessment Literacy for Teachers of English as an 
Additional Language (TEAL), http://teal.global2.vic.edu.au/, designed to help primary and secondary 
teachers assess English as an additional language students to improve learning and teaching. The paper 
first explores key concepts underpinning teacher assessment literacy, its development and evaluation, 
then looks at quantitative findings from the TEAL project about levels of teacher assessment literacy, 
and a range of more qualitative ways of judging assessment literacy. The paper concludes with a 
discussion of some of the practical as well as theoretical problems in evaluating teacher assessment 
literacy in English language education and the implications for professional learning and teacher 
support.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.104 

Explaining science: making meaning in student-generated digital media 

Annette Turney - University of Wollongong 

Assessment tasks that ask students to create dynamic multimodal artefacts are increasingly being used 
in universities to evaluate students' understanding of scientific concepts. Part of a trend towards using 
student-generated media in tertiary science education (Hoban, Nielsen & Hyland 2016), these tasks are 
designed to act as demonstrations of students' scientific knowledge and understanding. Using digital 
technology, students create representations of science concepts by drawing upon a range of semiotic 
resources to recontextualise their scientific knowledge within new forms. With the proliferation of such 
assessment tasks in tertiary settings, there is a need for the comprehensive analysis of how creators use 
semiotic resources to translate complex scientific processes and entities.  

This paper focuses on the analysis of 3 digital artefacts created by students in the disciplinary area of 
Pharmacology. The artefacts take the form of dynamic standalone audio-visual presentations and are 
designed to explain a pharmacological process to a non-expert audience. To explore the semiotic 
mechanisms through which the students make the complex scientific content accessible for their 
audience, a Systemic Functional Multimodal Discourse Analysis approach (O'Halloran, 2008) is adopted 
here. Rooted in Halliday's (1978) theory of language in context, the broad focus on making meaning 
allows a diverse range of semiotic phenomena to be accounted for. This approach allows the analyst to 
examine how meanings are instantiated in a range of semiotic resources including photographic images, 
diagrams, video, language, and music. The analysis reveals how students' understanding of the science 
content and their multimodal literacy can affect their ability to reformulate scientific concepts 
effectively. This work highlights the need for the pedagogy surrounding these tasks to offer support in 
building scientific understanding as well as multimodal literacy practices.  
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TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.101 

Student Empowerment in German Foreign Language Learning 

Patricia Lorenz - Nanyang Technological University  

There are many avenues and opportunities for Student empowerment in a Flipped Classroom foreign 
language learning setting. Foremost, it is argued that the Flipped Classroom concept provides students 
with an effective learning experience, but it needs to be adequately scaffolded in order to be beneficial. 
In 2016 all CML German language classes adopted a Blended Learning approach. As such, post-class 
eRevision of grammatical content was created. Subsequently, in 2017 a Flipped Classroom concept has 
been launched for the level 1 German language classes through the introduction of pre-class eLessons. 
To support the students’ self-directed learning process, Student Mentors, who are recruited from higher 
level classes, where organised to facilitate a conducive digital platform as an extension of the classroom 
experience. Thus, beginner level students come in contact with grammatical content prior to the F2F 
time, while being supported by peers throughout the process. While higher level students are 
empowered to provide support for the beginner classes, they are also engaged in peer teaching within 
their own F2F classroom experience. As such, students engage in research on the respective allocated 
grammatical content prior to conducting a mini-teaching session in class as expert of the respective 
topic. Concluding, empowering students in the learning process arguably facilitates deeper learning, 
while the various practices also nurture a sense of community which promotes collective learning and 
support. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.102 

Communication Strategies in English as a Lingua Franca 

Thu Nguyen - Macquarie University 

Lynda Yates - Macquarie University 

Although the use of appropriate communication strategies (CSs) has attracted considerable research 
attention, they have traditionally been seen as predominantly problem-oriented, a conceptualization 
which does not fully reflect the nature of strategic competence in authentic communication contexts. 
Moreover, many previous studies focused largely on contexts which are English classrooms and on 
interaction involving native speakers of English. However, in international education environments, 
English is increasingly used as a lingua franca (ELF) (Mauranen, 2018) in which many staff and fellow 
students alike are non-native speakers using English as a shared additional language. Yet few studies 
have investigated how students use CSs in authentic communication in such contexts.   

In this paper, we draw on a subset of data from a larger study investigating the use of CSs by 
Vietnamese international students (VISs) in their communication with academics and peers in Australia. 
The study makes use of multiple data sets: audio-recordings of authentic, naturally occurring supervision 
sessions between VISs and their supervisors; video-recordings of communication between VISs and their 
peers completing simulated communication tasks; and participant reflection using retrospective recall 
interviews. These are supplemented by insights from a questionnaire probing how VISs use and perceive 
CSs in their ELF environment in Australia.  

Analysis of the CSs used by VISs in these contexts is based on Björkman (2014). This has allowed a focus 
on both the deficiency- and goal-oriented aspects of communication and highlighted the different 
functions they play in successful ELF communication in academic contexts. On the basis of preliminary 
findings, we propose an expanded reconceptualization of CSs and consider the implications for the 
teaching of spoken English to international students preparing for study in similar environments. 
 
Key words: communication strategies, international students, English as a Lingua Franca, academic 
context, Australia 
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TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.114 

Task-based Language Teaching and Its Implementation: View from the Teachers 

Truc Ly - Macquarie University 

As one of the most significant trends in the teaching of second and foreign language teaching and 
learning, Task-based Language Teaching has been regarded as effective to enhance learners’ target 
language proficiency. In the context of Australian ELICOS (English Language Intensive Courses for 
Oversea Students) that attracts a huge number of international students coming to study English prior 
to their formal education programs, task-based instruction is indicated as teachers’ preference for 
teaching the language (Agosti & Bernat, 2009). While the importance of teachers’ perceptions and their 
choices of teaching methodology in the classroom have been acknowledged, there still exists a paucity 
of research exploring how language teachers perceive task-based pedagogy and its implementation in 
different settings, including the ELICOS sector. To bridge the gap, this study applied a mixed methods 
approach to investigate teachers’ perceptions of task-based language instruction and their practices in 
this particular context. Specifically, an online survey was conducted across various ELICOS colleges in 
Australia, followed by semi-structured interviews with eight teachers who have varying teaching 
experiences. The findings show that a majority of teachers have good understanding of TBLT principles 
and hold positive attitudes towards TBLT execution in their classroom practice. A number of constraints 
that affected the successful implementation of TBLT are also revealed, which leads to practical 
implications for facilitating the adoption of TBLT in the sector.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.115 

Language assessment tasks and EAL learners’ agency 

Sara Mashayekh – University of New South Wales 

In the area of task and learners’ agency, a very important issue which has not received enough attention 
is how assessment tasks interact with agentic learners and how language learners negotiate tasks 
(Roebuck, 2000). This paper reports on a sociocultural study, examining how learners’ agency interacts 
with designed-in task components to construct learners’ oral language performance in a classroom-
based oral performance assessment.  

The study adopted a qualitative exploratory design and analyses 36 recordings of learners of English as 
an additional language (EAL) performances in secondary schools in Australia. The learners’ performance 
was transcribed and analysed using activity theory as the framework, as this facilitates the study of 
individuals operating within an interactive sociocultural setting (Coughlan & Duff, 1994). Students’ 
agency was operationalized by analysing their positioning and orientation towards the task.  

The presentation will demonstrate how learners negotiate the task and make it their own activity by 
being more agentic and straying from the task requirements when they face a difficulty in performing 
the task. It will also explore the varying degrees of agency learners exercise when they have their 
teachers as their interlocutors compared to when they are performing a task with their peers as 
interlocutors.  
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TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.G08 

COLLOQUIUM 

Discourse analysis in the real world: Critiquing and challenging normative practices 

Shoshana Dreyfus - University of Wollongong 

Erika Matruglio - University of Wollongong 

Pauline Jones - University of Wollongong 

This colloquium presents work from the Interdisciplinary Discourse analysis in Education, the Arts and 
Social Sciences (IDEAS) Research Group. Comprising scholars from across the University of Wollongong, 
the group is concerned with the application of language, linguistics and semiotic theory to improving 
educational and social outcomes in a range of institutional contexts and beyond.  Examples of the fields 
in which our members work include multilingualism, schools and higher education, disability support 
and social justice, clinical and medical settings, multimodality, social media and literature.  The 
colloquium is a snapshot of those interests. 

Paper 1: The importance of making a point: understanding point making in tertiary student ‘essays’ 
across disciplines   

Shoshana Dreyfus 

It can be argued that one of the most highly valued parts of any student ‘essay’ is a well-crafted point. 
Point making can pose great challenges to students (Humphrey & Dreyfus 2012), particularly as different 
disciplines can have slightly different requirements for the making of a good point (Dreyfus et al 2016). 
This paper examines the points made in a number of high ranking university student ‘essays’ from the 
disciplines of applied linguistics, sociology, history and education, using systemic functional linguistic 
theory (Halliday & Matthiessen 2014; Dreyfus et al 2012; Martin & Rose 2008; Martin 1982). In 
particular it examines the point phase and the kinds of rhetorical moves students need to make to score 
highly across these discipline-specific assignments. Results show that there are some similar and some 
different configurations of moves in the students’ points. 

Paper 2: When the ‘context’ depends: a linguistic theory of contextual dependency 

Erika Matruglio 

This paper investigates slippage between spoken and written modes in tasks which require the 
transformation of ‘context’ in subject English. The data are drawn from the TRANSLIT project, a large 
study investigating literacy transition points from pre-school to senior secondary school education 
contexts. This paper focuses on the delivery of an ‘oral task’ in the year 9 English subject to 
problematise what is really required of students when they are given an imagined context and audience 
for text creation. Systemic Functional Linguistic analysis of video data and written transcriptions of 
student speeches shows that students can interpret the importance of the imagined context differently. 
Importantly, the requirement to demonstrate an insightful analysis of the text and indicate some control 
of the technicality of subject English can be in tension with the mode requirements set by the imagined 
‘context’ of some tasks. The recent development of the notion of presence (Martin & Matruglio 2013) in 
SFL is suggested as a useful way to make more visible the language demands of such tasks so that both 
students and teachers may be made more aware of what such transformations in context mean in the 
teaching and learning of literacy. 

Paper 3: Putting systemic functional semiotics to work in Primary History  

Pauline Jones 

Systemic functional theory (Halliday 1978) has had a substantial impact on literacy curriculum and 
practice in Australia (Christie & Derewianka 2008, ACARA 2017), enabling teachers to plan, teach and 
assess students’ literacy achievement in theoretically principled ways that account for meanings from 
the whole text to group and word. However, to date, much of this pedagogic activity has been in print-
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based literacy, there is less take-up of systemic functional theory with respect to multimodal texts in 
curriculum and practice. This is despite explicit reference throughout the official curriculum to students’ 
engagement with texts that combine language and other means of communication and digital forms.  
Such texts include digital stories, podcasts, powerpoint presentations, film and video – all of which vary 
considerably in how semiotic resources are selected and assembled. While multimodality is an unsettled 
theoretical space, the metafunctional approach offered by systemic functional theory (O’Halloran 2011) 
together with understandings of genre (Martin & Rose 2012) is useful for describing how these texts 
‘operate’.  This presentation draws on recent work examining digital explanations in tertiary science 
classrooms (Nielsen & Jones DP160102926) to analyse a student generated digital story from upper 
primary history.  The analysis sets out to articulate the choices made by the young author as well as 
something of the challenges inherent in the use of such tasks.  My goal is to enhance literacy pedagogy 
and assessment as well as to demonstrate the ‘appliability’ of systemic functional semiotics to 
understanding changing social practices. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.104 

The International Dispute Over the East China Sea: A Genre Perspective 

Hideo Watanabe - University of Sydney 

There has been a dispute between China and Japan over islands in the East China Sea for more than 
three decades. This dispute has become intense since the Japanese government purchased the islands 
in 2012. Newspapers in the two countries have presented their views on this topic not just to domestic 
readers, but also to international readers. This presentation examines how the dispute over the islands 
is discussed in English-medium newspaper editorials published in China and Japan newspapers from a 
genre perspective. To do this, a corpus of fifty editorials published between 2012 and 2016 was 
compiled from the Chinese newspapers, China Daily and Global Times, and the Japanese newspapers, 
Asahi Shimbun, the Japan Times, Japan News, and The Mainichi. The results of the analysis show that 
there are both commonalities and differences between the two sets of editorials from a genre 
perspective. Genre mixing, the use of two or more genres in the one editorial, was observed in most of 
the editorials published in the two countries. The two sets of editorials were also common in that a 
claim genre was frequently employed. The two corpora differed, however, in that they tended to use 
different types of exposition genres, namely analytical and hortatory expositions. These findings are 
discussed in relation to previous genre studies into newspaper editorials and the role of the media in 
each of the countries, more broadly. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.101 

An Evaluation of the English Textbooks for Vietnamese Upper-Secondary Students 

Van Lai - Monash University  

English has become a global language and English language learners nowadays learn English to 
communicate with not only English native speakers but communicative partners from all over the world. 
The intercultural communicative approach in English language teaching focuses on helping learners 
improve their intercultural communicative competence; in other words, the ultimate aim of learning 
English is to communicate effectively in the "global village" rather than to use English as a native 
speaker. This presentation reports on the findings of a study which aims to evaluate the cultural content 
of the new English textbooks currently used at many Vietnamese upper-secondary schools. Specifically, 
the presentation answers the following questions: (1) whose cultures are represented in the textbooks, 
(2) which cultural representation dominates; (3) whether such cultural content is sufficient to the 
development of students' intercultural communicative competence. 
 
Key words: textbook evaluation, intercultural communicative competence, English language teaching 
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TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.102 

A three-year longitudinal study of proficiency, motivation and affect in language learning in the 
Japanese EFL context 

Rieko Nishdia - Osaka University 

The present research focuses on classroom-specific studies with students’ dynamic changes on a three-
year longitudinal study for secondary school students in Japan. The study was conducted to see 
Japanese secondary students’ motivational dynamics in the use of the mixed method of quantitative and 
qualitative design using proficiency tests, the questionnaire, the retrospective data and semi-structural 
interviews. Between April 2014 and March 2017, in every half-year, proficiency tests as well as the 
questionnaire were administered to 63 students, aged between 12 and 15 years old. The questionnaire 
measured motivation, willingness to communicate in L2 and the world, self-efficacy, interest in the 
world and ideal L2 self. Findings revealed that repeated measurements of ANOVA showed that 
motivation and other affective factors revealed increasing tendencies toward the end of the third year. 
In addition to that, students’ proficiency showed increasing tendencies and also statistical significance. 
Cluster analysis was carried out to ascertain the underlying individual differences in proficiency and 
motivational changes. Three clusters were identified including Cluster 1 with 33 students, Cluster 2 with 
17 students, and Cluster 3 with 13 students. Cluster 1 with 33 students revealed the highest proficiency, 
motivational and affective changes, while Cluster 3 with 13 students showed the lowest tendencies in 
proficiency and motivational changes. To measure students qualitatively, students’ motivational change 
in a three-year longitudinal manner using retrospective data called Motigraph was given to students. 
The result of retrospective data revealed that students’ motivation had changed dynamically throughout 
the course, and indicated that their motivating factors can be different in each of the point where they 
had studied English. The presentation, therefore, concludes micro- and macro-perspectives of students’ 
motivational dynamics in students’ learning languages in the Japanese EFL context. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 21.115 

Language testing and diversity: Computer and/or paper-based writing assessment? 

Maria Guapacha - University of Auckland 

EFL learners’ writing proficiency is assessed in standardised tests that offer either the computer or 
paper-based mode. For instance, while TOEFL has moved to computer-based (CB) testing, IELTS still 
offers the paper-based (PB) mode, considering that individual differences may affect writers’ 
performance in either medium (Chan, Bax, & Weir, 2017). Like TOEFL, other international language tests 
have started to move from PB tests to CB tests, with the assumption that technology makes the testing 
process more efficient (Chapelle & Voss, 2016). These decisions should be made cautiously, particularly 
when studies informing the benefits of technology over paper-based writing are not abundant 
(Guapacha, 2018 under review). Besides writers’ proficiency, their identities, experience, performance 
and preferences regarding the writing medium also count. Thus, in order for writers to identify their 
strengths and weaknesses when performing a writing test, diverse modes of assessment might be 
offered. More than suggesting which writing medium is better, it is necessary to identify the affordances 
of each one to enhance writers’ performance. 

This presentation reports on a mixed-methods comparative study examining computer and paper-based 
writing. The study drew on the socio-cognitive view of writing (Nishino & Atkinson, 2015; Silva, 1990) 
and a quasi-experiment with a counter-balanced design to investigate the cognitive processes, texts, 
experiences, and preferences of 38 Colombian EFL writers across writing media. Retrospective 
questionnaires provided the students’ writing processes and perceptions, while two text samples 
showed their performance. The results revealed that although no significant differences were found, 
some writers felt more comfortable with computer-based writing, while others with paper-based 
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writing. This study contributes to FL language writing assessment, engaging with diversity, by showing 
the performance of novice EFL writers tested in both writing modes. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.104 

Global Identities and Global English: a multiple case study exploring self-perceptions and global/local 
affiliations among Korean English language users 

Colum Ruane - Macquarie University 

The continued proliferation of English worldwide has seen it permeate many aspects of local media and 
pop culture, resulting in a vibrant global community constructed through multiple local voices. However, 
this new modernity of intensified global relations is a mutual endeavour experienced by both native and 
non-native speakers of English. Contemporary learners, therefore, should no longer be perceived in 
terms of peripheral communities but in terms of highly integrated empowered global citizens; an 
identity freely accepted or rejected through unique self-aspirations and local/global experiences. This 
new cosmopolitan era of hyper-connectivity, increased virtual encounters, and growth in a transnational 
global order has weakened notions of the traditional centre and enabled learners to appropriate English 
and use it as an expression of themselves. This multiple case study brings into focus modern learners as 
active individuals with highly adaptive transformative identities and more empowered global 
dispositions. Through successive developmental semi-structured interviews over a period of ten months, 
seven Korean university students were questioned on such concepts as world English(es), native/non-
native accents, global/local identities, globalization trends, language appropriation/empowerment, and 
self-motivations. These issues were investigated from a learner-centred perspective thus creating an 
individual narrative for each participant in regards to the topics discussed. This research is in response to 
current globalisation trends where individual identities, values, and knowledge should be appreciated 
more by the general global audience and also continuously supported in contemporary language 
classrooms. Teachers need to be more in tune with these dynamic cosmopolitan learners and should 
actively engage them at this level. 

 
TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.101 

Dialogic teaching: ‘re-engaging the disengaged’ 

Anthony Wotring - University of Wollongong 

Dialogic teaching has increasingly been considered an effective means of ‘re-engaging the disengaged’ 
(Alexander, 2011, p. 3). By emphasizing student voice and democratizing classroom talk, this approach 
has been shown to extend students’ thinking, and thus promote engagement and learning in 
mainstream, first language classrooms (Mercer, 2009). More recent research into dialogic teaching 
approaches in English language learning contexts has demonstrated the potential of dialogic inquiry as 
an alternative to traditional initiation, response, and feedback routines (Chappells, 2014; Teo, 2013). 
However, the preponderance of monologic language learning methods remains relatively unchallenged 
which impacts efforts to re-engage passive students, especially learners in East Asian English classrooms 
(Butler, 2001; Littlewood, 2011; Nabei & Swain, 2002). Through a systematic review approach, this study 
aims to map the last decade’s empirical research into dialogic approaches used in English as a foreign 
language classrooms. I argue that instructors must consider the potential benefits of re-engaging 
students in classroom talk through the paradigm of dialogic teaching. Employing a thematic analysis 
method to the systematically collected research, two important findings were identified: 1) issues 
common to most classrooms employing dialogic approaches (e.g., instructors, even those with positive 
attitudes towards dialogic teaching, are reluctant to give greater autonomy to students) are present in 
these second language classrooms; and, 2) prominent gaps, such as a lack of the students’ evaluations of 
the pedagogies utilized, exist within the available research. This study concludes with a discussion on 
generalizing these findings to other contexts and offers recommendations for a more uniform 
application of dialogic teaching across various English language classrooms. 
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TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.102 

Effect of explicit instruction on unaccusative verbs 

Takako Kondo - University of Shizuoka 
Tomohiko Shirahata - Shizuoka University 
Mutsumi Ogawa - Nihon University 
Hideki Yokota - Shizuoka University of Art and Culture 

The present study investigates whether form-focused explicit instruction on unaccusative verbs is 
effective over a short-term period for Japanese learners of English. A crucial problem for language 
learners is to recognize what structure a verb takes in the particular language they are learning. It has 
been reported that second language learners of English with various first language backgrounds 
overgeneralize the passive form with unaccusative verbs (e.g., appear, happen) (Zobl 1989, Hirakawa 
1995). For instance, L2 learners often produce a sentence like ‘*The accident was happened.’ These 
kinds of errors are observed with Japanese adult second language learners. 

The aim of this study is to uncover whether explicit instruction can help adult second language learners 
realize the correct structure with unaccusative verbs. Participants were 15 Japanese university students 
as an experimental group and 18 Japanese university students as a control group. The experimental 
group was given a pre-test, explicit instruction on verb classification, three times, over a period of three 
weeks, and a post-test immediately after and nine weeks after instruction. The control group, by 
contrast, received only a pre-test and delayed post-test. We used a gap-filling task where participants 
were asked to complete a sentence using a given verb in the appropriate voice. The unaccusative verbs 
in the task were appear, happen, rise, exist, remain, fall, depart, disappear, die and belong. Among 
them, the first five verbs were treated in the instruction. Results show that the experimental group 
improved in their accuracy with unaccusative verbs not only on the immediate post-test but also on the 
delayed post-test. Furthermore, the improvement was also observed with the verbs which were not 
part of the instruction. The control group, in contrast, did not show any improvement on the delayed 
post-test. We will discuss the implications of these findings. 

 
TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.114 

Reflection as a tool for professional development 

Marie Perera - University of Colombo 

Ganga Herath – Teacher Centre, Nikaweratiya 

Reflective practice is considered as one of the best methods for professional development of teachers. 
However, as a teacher educator I find that in Sri Lanka teachers hardly use reflection for their 
professional development. Therefore, there was a need for a study to inquire whether the teachers 
reflect on their teaching learning process and to propose a tool for reflective practice. A survey was 
conducted as a part of an on going study administering a questionnaire to a sample of 354 teachers of 
one education zone. For the purpose of this paper a section of the questionnaire which was on 
reflection on professional practice was analysed. This data was triangulated using the findings from 
semi- structured focus group interviews with In-service Advisors and ten teachers of English from the 
sample.  

Data analysis revealed that maintaining a reflective journal or a diary is not a practiced among the 
majority of the subjects. The responses of teachers revealed that a considerable time is spent on 
planning. Yet, planning is done without reflecting the previous lessons. It is significant that the inquiring 
about the reflective journal/ reflection at internal and/or external supervision was also not treated as 
important. A number of reasons were identified for not practicing reflection:lack of knowledge 
regarding maintaining reflective journals, lack of perception regarding the importance of reflection, lack 
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of time management skills, heavy work load - and lack of exposure to the reflective tools and models. 
Hence, it was identified that the teachers need the knowledge and understanding of reflecting on 
learning teaching process and they can be encouraged to do so by providing a user friendly tool at the 
initial stage which can be adapted by themselves once they get used to it.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.115 

Teacher perceptions of proficiency and achievement in benchmarking the assessment for university 
language programs 

Noriko Iwashita - University of Queensland 

Kayoko Hashimoto - University of Queensland 

The study investigates how teacher perceptions of proficiency and achievement guide their assessment 
and classroom practices. This is a part of a large-scale study for benchmarking of assessment procedures 
of tertiary language courses. The University of Queensland (UQ) offers eight foreign languages with 
2000 enrolments each year. Despite comparable linguistic goals across language courses, assessment 
practices vary significantly. In order to ensure fairness and consistency in standardisation of student 
learning outcome, a large-scale project has been undertaken to examine current assessment procedures 
and academic achievement standards with an aim to revise and align assessment internally, across 
language programs, and externally, with an international benchmarking framework (the CEFR). The 
initial benchmarking exercise has revealed no one single school approach to assessment regardless of 
language typology (i.e., Asian or European languages). 

It is well acknowledged that teachers’ knowledge and beliefs guide their practice in the classroom, but 
relatively little research has been undertaken in university language programs. The paper reports on the 
preliminary findings of the large-scale project focusing on the investigation of teacher knowledge and 
beliefs about proficiency and achievement in relation to their assessment and classroom practices. 35 
language instructors at UQ were invited to participate in a questionnaire survey and focus-group 
interview. The analysis revealed that teachers articulated their knowledge and beliefs about proficiency 
and achievement, and their assessment and classroom practices in relation to curriculum and their own 
learning experience. The teachers’ education and language (L1) backgrounds were two of the most 
influential factors in the way their knowledge and beliefs were shaped. These findings provide useful 
information to enhance ‘culture of assessment’ which is understood as shared attitudes, approaches, 
and understandings that support the evaluation of student learning outcomes through on-going 
workshops. 
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TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.30/ 21.G08 

WORKSHOP 

Investigating test preparation practices: Reducing risks 

Phil Benson - Macquarie University 

Phil Chappell - Macquarie University 

Lynda Yates - Macquarie University 

Test preparation is crucial to test success. However, we know little about the different ways in 
which the diverse population of IELTS candidates prepare. Findings from previous studies 
suggest that while some prepare on formal language courses, many do not. Those who do not 
take formal preparation courses may take advantage of a variety of other ways to prepare; 
however, we know that some candidates do little or no preparation at all. 

In this workshop, we will start out by having participants share their knowledge and attitudes 
toward IELTS test preparation. Then we will briefly describe our IELTS test preparation research 
project, which is aimed at finding out about candidates’ beliefs and practices related to test 
preparation. We will present our preliminary findings in relation to the beliefs, attitudes and 
opinions associated with test preparation of different cohorts of IELTS test-takers (e.g., those 
taking the test for professional registration, for immigration purposes, etc.) and identify the 
factors that impact on the practices of at-risk and potentially-at-risk test-takers who minimally 
prepare for the IELTS test, or do not prepare at all. 

Following these short presentations, we will workshop with participants the implications of our 
findings for English language teachers, colleges, test centres and IELTS Australia, including 
discussions of the types of resources that “good” test takers access, and the range of 
experiences that test takers have when preparing for and taking the test. 

Phil Benson is a Professor of Applied Linguistics and coordinator of the Multilingualism 
Research Group at Macquarie University. His main research interests are informal 
learning, language learning environments, language experiences of migrants and international 
students, and linguistic landscapes. He is co-editor of the forthcoming volume, Multilingual 
Sydney (Routledge 2018). 

Phil Chappell is a Senior Lecturer in Applied Linguistics and TESOL and Deputy Head of the 
Department of Linguistics at Macquarie University. He conducts research in various areas of 
TESOL and Applied Linguistics, including second language classroom interaction, language 
teacher cognition, international language students' study abroad experiences, and creativity in 
second language teaching and learning. 

Lynda Yates is a Professor of Applied Linguistics at Macquarie University, Australia. Her recent 
research projects have addressed issues in intercultural pragmatics and spoken English skills for 
the workplace. She has a strong commitment to the professional development of teachers, and 
publishes in journals at the interface of research and professional practice. 
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TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.104 

Identity negotiation and participation at the periphery of a linguistic Community of Practice 

Olivia Groves - University of Wollongong 

Research indicates that international students (IS) face challenges improving their oral English language 
skills and making connections within the local community during their overseas study experiences. 
Achievement of these goals is complicated by identity conflicts which inevitably occur when learners 
cross cultures and enter new communities. The study adopted a Communities of Practice (CoP) lens to 
examine the participation of Saudi international students in local English speaking communities during 
study sojourns to Australia. Drawing on data which details the nature and extent of participation and 
the sociocultural influences on that participation, I will discuss the form that the participation took i.e. 
peripheral participation. The discussion shows that participating peripherally in the English speaking 
community, and even not participating in it, can be positive sojourn approaches given the difficulty of 
identity reconciliation for these learners who are culturally quite different from members of the local 
community. The analysis makes a theoretical contribution by considering the ways learners’ 
backgrounds influence their participation in new communities of practice, a stated weakness of the CoP 
model and literature. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.101 

The Use of Movie Script in Teaching Speaking 

Fadhlur Rahman - Monash University 

One major issue in the early use of movie in EFL setting was about how teachers can provide an 
innovative language learning environment to improve students’ speaking skills. Moreover, in the last 
couple of decades, movies have emerged as a powerful platform for teachers  teaching English. This 
paper displays the result of innovative teaching by using movie script. The participants were fifty-eight 
first-year (2013/2014) students from theEnglish Department in the Faculty of Education and Pedagogy, 
Ar Raniry State Islamic University; they were divided into a control group (NUMS-None of Using Movie 
Script) and an experimental group (UMS-Using Movie Script) and assessed before and after the 
treatment. The experimental group were treated by using movie script with immersive learning; at the 
end of every single meeting, the students were given a task to make a video recording at home in 
groups from five characters of aparticular movie. The findings of the study suggest that there was a 
significant difference between pre-test and post-test score, the difference means of both post-tests 
were 65.9310 for the experimental group and 55.5862 for the control group. In conclusion, the mean 
score of the pre-test has increased more than that of the post-test group, it indicated that the students’ 
speaking ability is higher after they had learnt how to use movie script properly to gain their confidence, 
organise anidea quickly, and enrich their own vocabulary stock. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.102 

Anti-hiatus Tendency of Spanish Speech—Features and Issues 

Antonio Alcoholado-Feltstrom - Universitat Jaume I 

This presentation aims to provide with a succinct yet complete understanding of the anti-hiatus 
tendency of Spanish, a hiatus resolution trend normal to Latin speech which remains and is also 
characteristic in Roman languages. This tendency shows a varied typology in the case of Spanish 
varieties (mainly register-wise, but also geographically demarcated), posing difficulties both to Grammar 
description and learners of Spanish as a Foreign Language. In the field of normative grammar, the fact 
that nuclear vowel phonemes /e/, /o/ can perform as glides highlights the need for a scholar review of 
the Spanish vowel system. Regarding foreign language acquisition, the anti-hiatus tendency entails 
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challenges for listening comprehension as well as for oral expression, issues that do not seem to have 
been fully addressed yet.  

After a brief introduction of the matter, the presentation will proceed to cover: 

a) Causes (physiological and linguistic). 

b) Different manifestations (utter articulation of involved vowels, elision of vowels, phonemic alteration 
of mid vowels /e/, /o/ into close /i/, /u/). 

c) Implications for the phonological system of Spanish and normative predicament. 

d) Concerns in the acquisition by learners of Spanish, affected by phonological awareness. 

Bibliographical references for further reading will be made available, specified by field (Phonetics & 
Phonology, Normative Grammar, and Spanish as a Foreign Language). 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 21.114 

Teacher Development in a Multicultural English Language Program 

Masaki Oda - Tamagawa University 

With the increase mobility of people in Asia Pacific regions, the role of foreign language teaching has 
increased its importance over the past decades. Many countries in the region have focused on English as 
their language to be taught first on the ground that it is the language widely used as a lingua franca in 
the region. At the same time, the goal of the learners has gradually been shifted from the attainment of 
so-called ‘native speaker’ proficiency to that of communicative competence of English as a lingua franca 
as thus English language programmes at universities are needed to be changed accordingly.  

The present paper will discuss a case of a university wide English language program whose goal has been 
shifted from the attainment of native speaker proficiency to that of communicative competence of 
English as a lingua franca, focusing on teacher developments in the programme using narratives 
collected from the teachers. By analysing narratives from teachers with different linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds who have been with the pogrammes for some years reflecting on their self-developments 
as teachers in the program, the presenter identify critical moments which have significantly affected 
their self-identity as a teacher in the programme.  

Based on an analysis of narratives, it was found that the difficulties in teacher development in a 
multicultural English program is not to the innovation of the program itself, but to the hasty process of 
innovation, particularly because of the complex processes required to mediate the needs of 
multicultural team of teachers. Therefore, policy makers as well as program administrators should 
gradually move from ‘Exposure’ to ‘Critical Awareness’ and then to ‘Action Plan’ (Bayyurt and Sifakis 
2017) in the process of innovation. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 21.115 

Pronunciation diversity in speaking tests: Neural correlates of rater familiarity 

Michael Carey - University of the Sunshine Coast 

Stefan Szocs - University of the Sunshine Coast 

Pronunciation intelligibility is a function of the listener’s level of familiarity with the speech they are 
perceiving. Studies have found that speaking test raters in the International English Language Testing 
System (IELTS) oral proficiency interview (Carey et al., 2011), and the Test of English as a Foreign 
Language (TOEFL) (Browne, 2017), bias their judgements of speaking proficiency according to their 
amount of familiarity with the test candidate’s variety of English pronunciation. Neurolinguistic studies 
have investigated brain function in relation to this bias (Bestelmeyer, Belin, & Ladd, 2015; Zhao et al., 
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2008), finding listeners had higher emotional sensitivity when hearing familiar accents in their own 
dialect, while there was reduced neural activity towards unfamiliar accents in regions of the brain 
associated with speech perception, and different levels of language familiarity cause listeners to use 
specific brain regions to adapt to the perception of unfamiliar speech. Our study sought to identify the 
neural correlates of familiarity in speaking test raters' perception of diverse pronunciation of English 
through a cerebral functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) analysis. We present the experimental 
fMRI paradigm we developed and discuss preliminary results that shed light on the neural mechanisms 
underlying rater bias in speaking tests. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.104 

EFL students' construction of intercultural competence in the instructed context 

Van Lai - Monash University  

The fact that the world is now a global village has resulted in a challenge for people to become 
competent intercultural communicators. It is the realisation of this challenge that led to the introduction 
of Intercultural Communication as a separate module in EFL undergraduate courses at the University of 
Languages and International Studies, Vietnam National University, Hanoi. This presentation reports on 
the findings of a case study which aims to explore EFL students’ development of intercultural 
competence under the influence of formal instruction in the Intercultural Communication module for a 
period of ten weeks. Specifically, the presentation examines (1) how the Intercultural Communication 
module contributes to the EFL undergraduate students’ intercultural competence development and (2) 
what the EFL undergraduate students’ perceptions of their intercultural competence development as a 
result of studying the Intercultural Communication module are. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.101 

Communicate for Success: A framework for embedded Professional language development 

Daniel O'Sullivan - Monash University English Language Centre  

The Australian higher education sector continues to see growth in international student enrolments. As 
the number increases, institutions are being forced to consider the barriers to learning faced by this 
cohort of students. Although language proficiency (or deficiency) is a frequently cited barrier to success 
for international students, the issue is more complex. Students come from a variety of cultures and 
educational systems, bringing with them a range of dispositions, and are expected to engage with new 
discipline-specific discourse communities whose expectations, cultures and concepts are often tacit in 
nature. To enable the full participation of international students, Monash University has invested in 
finding new and creative ways of engaging with, and challenging, international students. The university 
provides co-curricular programs focusing on 1) socio-cultural language development, 2) development of 
academic literacy and learning skills, and 3) online learning technologies delivering language resources 
closely aligned to curriculum and assessment. While the first two are embedded in Monash’s practice, 
the third, Communicate for Success, is in its pilot stage. Communicate for Success offers specialised 
language support through predominantly online resources that provide students with engaging and 
purposeful learning opportunities. It aims at supporting students in meeting high academic standards 
whilst also, it is hoped, developing their communication skills and social capabilities allowing them to 
productively function within the Australian context and prepare them for success in their professional 
lives. This paper aims to contribute to discussion about the important role language plays in shaping 
discipline-specific knowledge and preparing students for success. It reports on the design of the 
Communicate for Success framework, the influence of leading educational and linguistics research, and 
the challenges faced in the ongoing improvement.  
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TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.102 

The acquisition of inanimate subjects by Japanese learners of English 

Tomohiko Shirahata - Shizuoka University 
Takako Kondo - University of Shizuoka 
Mutsumi Ogawa - Nihon University 
Koji Suda - University of Shizuoka 
Hideki Yokota - Univeristy of Art and Culture 
Ayano Otaki - Shizuoka University 

It has been reported that Japanese learners of English (JLEs), in particular novice JLEs, often 
produce/accept such sentences as in (1a) (Hirakawa, 2006; Kondo, 2009), which is a passivized sentence 
instead of a grammatically correct active sentence. It has also been reported that they tend to regard 
that a sentence like (1b) is ungrammatical; it should be revised to an active form (Otaki & Shirahata, 
2017). Thus, it is assumed that JLEs regard that English sentences with unaccusative verbs (e.g., happen, 
open) should be used as passive voice, in particular when a sentential subject is an inanimate noun (e.g., 
an accident, the door).  

(1) a. *An accident was happened. 
b. The door opened. 

This linguistic phenomenon cannot be explained only by first language (L1) transfer because like English 
Japanese also has the intransitive verb structures with inanimate subjects. So if JLEs depend upon L1 
properties, it would not be difficult for them to acquire English intransitive sentences with an inanimate 
subject.  

The authors will explain why this learnability issue occurs by applying the Agent First principle 
(Jackendoff, 2002). Jackendoff (2002) claims that Agent is expressed in subject position, and it is usually 
an animate noun. Moreover, in the course of language evolution from protolanguage to modern 
language, this principle has remained as the default one prior to the development of syntax. Agent First 
is one of the “fossil principles” from protolanguage. Thus, when the first noun of the sentence (i.e., 
subject) is an inanimate noun, JLEs think the sentence should not be an active voice but a passive voice.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 21.114 

Expectations of a TESOL Program: Student Teachers’ Perspectives 
Yoko Mori - College of Arts and Sciences 

Elke Stracke - University of Canberra 

Student expectations have increasingly become a focus in motivational research in the Second Language 
Acquisition (SLA) field because they constitute an affective variable for understanding differences in 
student behavior and performance. Research has shown the dynamic nature of and the relationship 
between student expectations, satisfaction, behavior, and performance. This study explores student 
teachers’ expectations of a postgraduate MA TESOL program at an Australian university to deepen 
understanding of the notion of student expectations and to identify trends and issues that may affect 
student teachers’ behavior and performance. We employed a sequential explanatory mixed-methods 
design for this study and conducted a questionnaire survey (N = 31) and interviews (N = 6) with student 
teacher participants. The results show that student teachers expect a well-balanced curriculum of 
theory and practice, and consider teaching methodology, including a practicum, to be the top priority in 
meeting their expectations. Similar to previous studies, this research identified that the degree of 
overall satisfaction of the program is closely related to the degree of fulfillment of expectations. 
However, contrary to previous research, the current research revealed that unmet expectations do not 
necessarily lead to detrimental outcomes in behavior and performance. Some student teachers were 
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able to adjust their initial expectations in the middle of the course. Further, the degree of overall 
satisfaction did not affect some participants at all; the promise of an MA TESOL degree was their sole 
motivation. The study concludes with a discussion of implications for practice and future research. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 21.115 

Haptic pronunciation correction and feedback 

William Acton – Trinity Western University 

In haptic pronunciation teaching learners are initially trained in sets of TAGs (touch + gesture) that are 
associated with a wide range of segmentals and prosodics, and then later used in controlled or 
spontaneous oral production in the classroom. One of the advantages of this EPS-AIC (embodied 
pronunciation schema, applied in the classroom) model is that it allows for relatively efficient feedback 
with minimal disruption or distraction from the content or communicative flow of the lesson. The 
instructor can, using TAGs, either simply signal the correct or “better” form of the targeted 
pronunciation with a TAG or invite the learner(s) to repeat the form along with the instructor 
accompanied by its TAG, generally in context. Although the specific HaPT-Eng (Haptic Pronunciation 
Training – English) TAGs requires some instructor training (i.e., Acton, Baker, Burri and Teaman, 2013), 
the EPS-AIC and TAG concepts can (and should) be applied widely. Some understanding of English 
phonology assumed. The session will consist primarily of audience-participation-based demonstration of 
several basic TAGs.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.104 

Talking Tamil, Talking Saivism: Translanguaging and identity in a migrant faith classroom (presentation 
for ALS/ALAA Michael Clyne prize 2018) 

Nirukshi Perera - Monash University 

Recent research has revealed that migrant religious institutions present distinct settings for the 
interplay of language, identity and cultural maintenance for migrants and even more so for the 
generation that is raised in the host society (Baumann, 2009; Lytra, Gregory, & Ilankuberan, 2016; 
Rosowsky, 2013). For transplanted non-Christian religions, the religious education provided by such 
institutions is generally viewed as strict, traditional and as a space for the use of the associated religious 
language. However the migration context presents a challenge for these faith schools when factors such 
as varying ideologies and teacher pedagogies, and prioritising faith over language transmission, all play 
out in an English-dominant and increasingly secular society. The question arises, how are faith schools 
adapting in order to prevent student disengagement? 

Drawing from an ethnographic study (between 2014 and 2016) in a Tamil Hindu temple in Australia, and 
its Tamil-medium Sunday school, I will present analysis of the discourse in a small class of Sri Lankan 
Tamil adolescent students to explore their language practices and how they talk about their inherited 
religion. I will outline how different factors interplay to create particular patterns of translanguaging and 
how certain translanguaging acts tend to correlate with the students’ fluid and hybridised religious and 
cultural positionings.  

I argue for the application of micro-analysis in assisting an understanding of how discourse unfolds, 
when multilingual repertoires are permitted, and in discovering how various language features perform 
indexical functions for second-generation migrants. My study shows that, despite the challenges, 
migrant religious institutions are domains to support the use of the heritage language and are spaces for 
the critical identification work needed for young migrants to navigate their place in Australian society. 
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TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.101 

The implications of the current status of English for the teaching of culture(s) in EFL contexts: 
Vietnamese ELT teachers’ opinions. 

Ngan Phan - Binh Dinh College 

Teaching about culture has a crucial role in English language teaching (ELT), especially in developing 
students’ intercultural competence and its importance has been emphasized in the literature (Baker, 
2012; McKay, 2012). Indeed, multilingual and multicultural contexts require learners to develop a more 
comprehensive understanding of the varied cultural contexts of English use, leading to the broadening 
of the culture content in English lessons for those who recognize the importance of EIL. This accentuates 
“the need to move away from monocultural and monolingual norms” (Galloway & Rose, 2015, p. 206) 
and the need to re-examine the notion of target culture from within the English as an international 
language (EIL) paradigm (Pennycook, 2007; Doan, 2014). Since teacher discussion about the implications 
of the current status of English for the teaching of culture(s) is missing in the Vietnamese EIL literature, 
this paper attempts to address this issue from the perspective of Vietnamese ELT teachers. Through the 
in-depth interviews with 52 teachers, the study presents the findings via three main themes: (1) 
teachers’ preference for American and British cultures; (2) the need to include other cultures in 
teaching, and (3) various ways for teaching a variety of cultures in the classroom. Based on the results of 
the study, the paper suggests several pedagogical implications for teaching culture(s) in Vietnam and in 
similar contexts.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.102 

Social Presence in Chinese as an Additional Language Learning Using WeChat 

Yanjun Xue - La Trobe University 

Web 2.0 technology (e.g., social media) and mobile devices (e.g., smart phones) connect people globally. 
We can use these connections to shed light on language learning when target language learners 
communicate with native speakers located in other parts of the world. Studies (Al Neimat, 2005; Ng, 
2016; Ng & Nicholas, 2013; Walta & Nicholas, 2016; Smith, 2008) suggest that the success or failure of IT 
projects depends on the people who are involved rather than on the technology per se. In this paper I 
discuss the connection or relationship between the establishment of social presence, the mentor-
mentee relationship, and Chinese language learning on Chinese social media WeChat (??, weixìn) in 
three WeChat mediated mentor-mentee relationships. I outline the contributions to cohesive or close 
international mentor-mentee relationships. I use the theoretical framework of Community of Inquiry, 
specifically, the indicators of social presence to analyse the patterns of the development of social 
presence and investigate how social presence influences the learning of Chinese as an additional 
language in these three pairs. I show how nine indicators support or inhibit mentors and mentees as 
they seek to build and sustain their relationships when they communicate using WeChat. I then discuss 
the theoretical and practical implications of two patterns regarding the development of social presence.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 21.114 

Constraints preventing Chinese EFL teachers from putting their stated beliefs into teaching practice 

Leimin Shi – University of Wollongong 

Janine Delahunty – University of Wollongong 

Xiaoping Gao – University of Wollongong 

In China, developing students’ overall communicative competence was set as the central goal of the 
current College English curriculum requirements since 2004. However, this goal has remained largely 
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unfulfilled, particularly with regard to writing competence. This study proposes that the genre-based 
pedagogy in Systemic Functional Linguistics may be the key to achieve this national curriculum goal. 
After having teachers trained in this pedagogy, through designed workshops for teacher development, 
this research examined possible changes in teachers’ stated beliefs about effective writing pedagogy 
and actual teaching practices. It aimed to understand the possible constraints leading to the 
inconsistency. The findings from classroom observations and teachers’ self-report suggest that even 
though all teacher participants valued the genre-based pedagogy, a very weak connection was made to 
their actual teaching practice. Teachers’ prior instructional knowledge, general attitudes to educational 
changes, self-confidence, and contextual factors of class size, knowledge of students and assessment, 
were the main inconsistent causes. To overcome the barriers and maximize the effectiveness of the 
genre-based pedagogy in achieving the national curriculum goal, several implications are discussed. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 21.115 

Pre-service teachers’ (PSTs) implementation of assessment for learning (AfL) strategies in their 
professional experience 

Cherry Zin Oo - University of New South Wales 

Teachers’ assessment knowledge and skill play a pivotal role for ensuring effective learning and teaching 
(Black & Wiliam, 1998; Hattie, 2008). However, very little attention has been paid to pre-service 
teachers (PSTs) assessment for learning (AfL) literacy despite research evidence showing that initial 
teacher preparation is problematic (Chesley & Jordan, 2012; Grainger & Adie, 2014; Greenberg & Walsh, 
2012; Ogan-Bekiroglu & Suzuk, 2014; Siegel & Wissehr, 2011). This study investigates the ways in which 
teacher training institutes in Myanmar can support PSTs to develop their AfL literacy through 
professional training before their practicum. Using a design-based research approach (Anderson & 
Shattuck, 2012; Cobb, Confrey, DiSessa, Lehrer, & Schauble, 2003; Design-Based Research Collective, 
2003; Reeves, 2006), a needs-based PSTs AfL professional development program was developed. Thirty 
PSTs in the treatment group participated in the implementation of AfL strategies in their professional 
experience (practicum). Analyses of semi-structured interviews before and after their practicum and the 
data collected during their practicum including their lesson plans, observation checklists and audiotapes, 
grounded in sociocultural perspectives, highlighted to what extent and how they implement the 
following AfL strategies: questioning strategies, feedback, self-assessment, peer-assessment, sharing 
learning intention and success criteria, rubric, and formative use of summative assessment. 
Furthermore, findings underscored how the supervising teachers, students and physical context of the 
classroom influenced PSTs AfL practices. Implications of the results for redesigning and utilizing PSTs 
professional development program, and more broadly for integrating AfL in the design and practicum 
experiences for PSTs will be discussed. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 67.104  

Thai students in China: Identity, imagined communities, and communities of practice 

Mark Feng Teng - Hong Kong Baptist University 

Previous research on studying abroad has documented the value of exploring students’ interactions with 
the members of their host community with a focus on the theoretical concepts of identity, imagined 
communities, and communities of practice. Following this line of research, this qualitative study breaks 
new ground through investigating how nine Thai students studying in China navigated the complex 
process of identity negotiation in their imagined communities and communities of practice. This 
investigation revisits intercultural sensitivity, proximity and boundaries in exploring how the students’ 
communities of practice afforded different opportunities to demonstrate their identities. The findings 
reveal that the students envisioned belonging to an imagined community of foreign students in China by 
demonstrating the identities of cross-cultural mediators and dedicated language learners. However, the 
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misalignment between the students’ imaginations and the realities in their host communities caused 
predicament with their identity negotiation. The Thai students’ multi-layered experience and the social 
contexts of Chinese learning influenced their identities, which in turn mediated their sense of belonging 
to imagined communities of Chinese speakers, and their self-perceived Chinese competency. Relevant 
pedagogical implications from the findings are discussed. 

 
TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 67.101 

Using Translation to Teach Grammar in Indonesia: EFL students’ views 

Elisabet Murtisari - Satya Wacana Christian University 

Rindang Widiningrum - Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana 

The use of translation in grammar teaching is largely associated with the Grammar Translation Method 
(GTM), which has been blamed for the “failure” of language teaching in 20th century. Grammar 
translation therefore often triggers suspicions that there will be an overreliance on first language (L1) 
and thus there will be L1 interference and/or that the target language will be learnt out of context. Such 
concerns, however, do not seem to be compatible with the nature of translation as a type of 
communication. Furthermore, certain uses of translation will also help promote preservation of L1 and 
its use as a resource to aid L2 learning, and thus may serve as a bridge between the local and global. We 
therefore undertook exploratory research with intermediate Indonesian EFL students to investigate 
their views about using translation as an approach to learn grammar within context. The teacher then 
used L2 for introducing the grammar form and doing exercises, followed by L1 and L2 for the translation 
session. At the start of the process, the students were given a two-session introduction about the 
relations between translation and meaning, and formal incompatibilities among languages. Students’ 
reflections revealed a range of views on the use of translation to help in learning grammar.  

Key words: translation, grammar teaching, EFL, students’ beliefs 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 67.102 

Classroom-based oral performance assessment and student’s positioning 

Sara Mashayekh –Univeristy of New South Wales 

In the area of task, a very important issue which has not received enough attention is how assessment 
tasks interact with agentic learners and how language learners position themselves towards the task 
and towards their peers in an interaction (Roebuck, 2000). This paper reports on a sociocultural study, 
examining how learners position themselves in a classroom-based oral performance assessment.  

The study adopted a qualitative exploratory design and analyses 36 recordings of learners of English as 
an additional language (EAL) performances in secondary schools in Australia. These interactions included 
paired or group interactions with peers and paired or group interactions with their teachers. The 
learners’ performance was transcribed and analysed using a list of positions developed by Barnes 
(2014). This study analysed how EAL learners’ positioning differ when performing different tasks and 
what role their interlocutors play in the positions they assign to themselves.  

The presentation will demonstrate the important role interlocutors play in how students position 
themselves in the activity and how this role is different when the interlocutor is a teacher versus when it 
is a peer. It also shows how different task types position student in certain ways. Based on the findings 
of the study, the presentation concludes with suggestions for teachers on what task type and what form 
of grouping arrangement is more suitable for different teaching purposes. 
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TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 21.114 

Pre-service teachers’ emotion and epistemic agency during the practicum 

Hongzhi Yang - University of Sydney 

Traditional rationalism has treated cognition and emotion separately. Teachers’ emotional experiences 
during teacher preparation programs has not been sufficiently acknowledged or discussed in research, 
particularly in the Australian context. In addition, pre-service teachers’ emotional experiences have not 
been regarded as a resource for teacher development and the link between their emotions and 
knowledge development remain unexplored. The research questions of this study therefore are: What is 
the link between pre-service teachers’ emotional experience and knowledge development during the 
practicum? What is the role of epistemic agency in this process? 

This study combines the theoretical perspectives of Vygotsky’s concept of perezhivanie and epistemic 
agency to form the conceptual framework. Perezhivanie, which has been translated as ‘emotional 
experience’ in English, refers to a unit of consciousness and intelligent perception of the environment. In 
teacher education, novice teachers learn to teach not merely based on their own learning experience 
but rather their interpretations of that experience. The concept of epistemic agency emphasizes on the 
construction and development of ideas and knowledge through collaborative work. In this study, the 
concept of epistemic agency refers to the subject’s intention and action to create new ideas/knowledge 
through collaborative work. This study used a qualitative approach to explore these teachers’ 
interpretations of their practicum experiences and their epistemic agency. Participants were pre-service 
teachers undertaking the secondary teaching program in an Australian university. Data were collected 
from teachers’ narratives and semi-structured interviews, including pre-service teachers’ self-created 
teaching materials. Findings revealed the dialectical relationship between pre-service teachers’ 
emotional experience and their epistemic agency.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.00-16.30/ 21.115 

Benchmarking Australian University Direct-Entry Programs: Externally Referencing EAP Assessment 
Outcomes 

Thomas Roche - Southern Cross University 

Sara Booth - Peer Review Portal of Peer Review Portal 

Heather Thomas - UOW College of University of Wollongong 

University English Language Centres Australia (UECA), a national network of 30 Australian universities, 
has established a national benchmarking project (2018) aimed at: 1) Benchmarking ELICOS standards 
and international education processes; 2) Benchmarking assessment and student work samples in Direct 
Entry English Language Courses; 3) Building capacity to participate in external referencing, and; 4) 
Developing institutional and national recommendations and sharing good practice. This paper provides a 
brief overview of the project and outcomes to date. We discuss sector-wide feedback on a proposed 
alternative to standardised caps or exit tests for evidencing program outcome equivalence. Key 
outcomes include:1) A proof-of-concept example of external peer review of assessment across English 
Language courses; 2) Networking at the discipline and program level and; 3) A demonstration of the 
online Peer Review Portal for external referencing. 
 
Keywords: English for Academic Purposes (EAP), EAP Assessment, Academic Literacy, Benchmarking, 
ESOS, ELICOS, peer review, Higher Education Pathways, Direct Entry Programs  
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TIME/ ROOM  16.00-17.30/ 21.G08 

WORKSHOP 

The role of Applied Linguistics in the teaching of languages: the challenges of multilingual perspectives 

Michelle Kohler – Flinders University 

Angela Scarino – University of South Australia 

Paul Moore – University of Queensland 

Adriana Diaz – University of Queensland 

Robyn moloney – Macquarie University 

According to contemporary understandings of multilingualism, language use involves the capability to 
draw on one’s entire linguistic and cultural repertoire in order to make meaning in interaction. Within 
the context of language teaching and learning, a multilingual view poses a number of challenges to 
traditional, monolingual approaches to programs, curricula, teaching, learning and assessment across 
the education spectrum.    

This colloquium explores ramifications of recent developments in applied linguistics for language 
teaching in contemporary times. We consider a range of aspects of language teaching including 
curriculum, program and assessment design, pre-service language teacher education, and the learner 
experience, and explore these through specific examples from practice. We invite participants to engage 
in conversation with us on these matters and how we might reimagine language teaching and learning 
into the future.  
 

Understanding the multi/interlingual and intercultural orientation to language learning 

Angela Scarino - University of South Australia 

In my presentation I discuss the nature of multi/interlingual and intercultural orientation specifically in 
the teaching and learning of languages. I consider, in particular, how such an orientation may be realised 
conceptually in learning-oriented curriculum design and assessment, recognising that this represents a 
major challenge for teachers. This challenge arises primarily from traditional conceptualisation that pre-
structure both the designs for learning and assessment and teachers’ understandings and ways of 
working. I offer a line of thinking that suggests that addressing the challenges needs to begin with 
teachers’ awareness (1) of the need for a conceptual shift towards the goal of multi/interlinguality and 
interculturality and, at the same time, (2) a recognition of the pre-structuring that is influential in regard 
to their interpretation, uptake and enactment of change in practice. 
 

Keep ‘em separated? Languages and intercultural communication courses in higher education 
institutions   

Paul Moore - University of Queensland 

Adriana Díaz - University of Queensland 

In this presentation, we explore links between intercultural communication (IC) courses and modern 
foreign languages (MFL) curricula in their converging, if not shared, goals of preparing graduates “for the 
cognitive and intercultural complexity of the twenty-first century” (Lee, Poch, Shaw, & Williams, 2012, p. 
1; see also Martin, Nakayama, & Carbaugh, 2012). Despite a relatively short history, intercultural 
communication courses have expanded rapidly in Higher Education institutions (HEIs) worldwide (Zhu, 
Handford & Young, 2016), with some institutions considering the need to make ICC courses a mandatory 
component in various degree programs. MFL curricula, in contrast, can be seen as an important, yet 
underutilised, site for students’ development of intercultural knowledge, awareness and skills in higher 
education, though there has been little related empirical research. Drawing on our own experience of 
teaching and researching IC and MFL courses, we explore ways in which shared goals of both—such as 
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the development of intercultural (communicative) competence, awareness of cultural diversity in 
human communication, and an understanding of emerging research approaches and concepts—can be 
incorporated into both IC and MFL curricula, including related challenges specific to higher education 
contexts.  
 

Language teacher education students: acquiring conceptual understanding of their multilingual role 

Robyn Moloney - Macquarie University 

Teachers’ development of critical cultural skills is integral to their awareness of what and how they 
teach as well as how they communicate with students in the multilingual classrooms of today. Pre-
service language teachers are multilingual, often beyond their ‘teaching languages’, with additional 
acquired and community languages.  Many have however limited awareness of the potential and 
essential role of their rich individual backgrounds and experiences in their professional learning. This 
paper will report an ongoing study which has captured, over five cohort years, how groups of pre-
service language teachers, in a reflective task, firstly critically identify the nature of their own personal 
intercultural learning and analyse it against theoretical concepts. Though more challenging for some, 
many are then able to use and transform this learning to conceptualise a pedagogical stance and an 
imagined sample practice. They understand that their practice can elicit a range of responses and 
stimulate critical thinking in their diverse multilingual school students. They access meaningful roles for 
themselves, in understanding their particular leadership responsibility in opening up understanding of 
language and culture, through a critical intercultural language learning, both in student development 
and in supporting wider school understanding of curriculum capabilities.    
 

Attending to learner reflection, reflexivity and identity: the transformative potential of language 
teaching in contemporary times 

Michelle Kohler - Flinders University 

A reconceptualization of the goals for language teaching and learning (Leung & Scarino, 2016; The 
Douglas Fir Group, 2016) requires reimagining the nature of language learning to actively include 
learners’ linguistic repertoire, historicities and subjectivities (Kramsch, 2006, 2009). Indeed, students 
must develop a capacity for reflection and reflexivity (Byrd Clark & Dervin, 2014) that enables them to 
stand back from their subject positions and interpretive frames to develop a self-awareness and 
consciousness necessary for reciprocal engagement (Liddicoat & Scarino, 2013). These ideas represent a 
significant departure from Communicative Language Teaching and indeed from students’ own 
expectations of language learning, typically communicative, transactional language skills. This paper 
draws on examples of language teachers’ work in attempting to reframe program planning and 
assessment practices that develop and yield language learning with an intercultural and multilingual 
orientation. It focuses in particular on learning experiences that require students to reflect, both on a 
single episode and over time, revealing their noticings, reactions and ultimately their transformation 
through language learning.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 67.104 

The Impact of Study Abroad on the Identity of Saudi Women in Australia 

Luluh  AAlfurayh - Monash University 

During the past few years, the conservative country of Saudi Arabia has gone through rapid significant 
changes which have deeply affected the social, cultural, religious, and educational settings. It is believed 
that king Abdullah scholarship program has led to such changes. It helps students to gain knowledge 
from a well-recognized Western Universities, and develop new understanding of the world and 
themselves by living in a completely different environment.  
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Drawing on an Islamic feminism perspective and SLA theories, this initial study explored the general 
perceptions, beliefs and values of the Saudi women in Australia on a number of overlapping issues of 
gender, culture, religion, ethnicity, nationality and language as all these issues are strongly tied up to the 
identity of the Saudi women. This study employed a quantitative method to obtain a wider overview, as 
101 Saudi Female participants responded to an online questionnaire. 

The results indicated positive effects of the living and studying abroad on the participants’ personal self 
as they reported more confidence, intelligence and intercultural growth. The results also indicated a 
strong Islamic identity of the participants and highlighted how this experience have strengthen their 
religious identity in a different way. It showed how Islam is being understood and differentiated from 
the cultural and social practices.  

The results also showed that the participants who are still performing their traditional roles are 
experiencing a change in their views and perceptions about these roles and acknowledging the 
limitations on their roles in the Saudi society. They do that in line with their religion by reinterpreting 
the Islamic teaching i.e. Islamic feminism, and learning English language and using it to access different 
cultures and as a way to provoke change (within themselves, their family and the Saudi society). 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 67.101 

To Sing Or Not To Sing - Asking Teachers ... and Learners 

Friederike Tegge - Massey University 

Nick Cleland - Massey University 

Many teachers express enthusiasm when it comes to the use of music and pop songs as a tool to foster 
language acquisition, even when working with adolescent and adult learners. Teachers frequently share 
song recommendations and song-based lesson plans online. Their reasoning behind this is varied and 
includes the argument that pop music is omnipresent in everyday life and that particularly teenagers 
listen to music for several hours each day. Consequently, pop music is considered to be motivating, and 
its use is understood to be in line with learner-focused instruction that connects with the students’ 
interests and preferences.  

Such positive views contrast with a scarcity of musical activities in published teaching materials, 
especially for adolescent and adult learners, and the limited empirical research investigating the use and 
usefulness of songs in second language teaching. As a result, pedagogical choices and practices depend 
mainly on the course instructors. In addition, we know very little about what learners themselves think 
when it comes to songs and language learning.  

This talk discusses the attitudes and behaviours of both teachers and learners regarding song use in- and 
outside the classroom. We report on an international survey exploring the beliefs about and teaching 
practices involving songs of over 300 language instructors from around the world. Findings are 
compared to a survey investigating personal preferences and practices around pop songs of 50 ESL 
students in New Zealand. In other words, we explore: What do teachers actually do? And what do 
learners really want? Implications of both the teachers’ and the learners’ responses for teaching are 
discussed.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 67.102 

Out of class study of Australian Sign Language: Intentions/ Reality 

Cathy Sell - Monash University 

Louisa Willoughby - Monash University 
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Scholars of second language (L2) learning and teaching are increasingly exploring students’ use of the L2 
outside the classroom setting, in recognition of the powerful effect this self-directed study can have on 
language learning (e.g. Richards, 2015). Within sign language studies, students have long been exhorted 
to immerse themselves in the Deaf community (e.g. Wilcox & Wilcox, 1997). But until now we have 
lacked an evidence base of the degree to which they do this (or other out-of-class study), how effective 
they find it, or whether/ how engagement changes as proficiency develops. This paper presents initial 
results from a longitudinal study which has followed nine learners of Australian Sign Language (Auslan) 
over one year, to examine a range of out of class learning undertaken by students ranging from formal 
self-directed learning activities to social interaction and immersion strategies.  

Participants completed iterative learning diaries and interviews, as well as a learning strategies survey 
implemented twice at a one-year interval. Analysis of the data has indicated that participants’ Auslan 
learning strategies remained relatively constant throughout their course progression. 

Participant reflections revealed that there is a disparity between learning behaviours which participants 
expressed feeling they ought to employ, in comparison to what they reported actually doing, and that 
the modality of sign language creates constant challenges for learners in developing memorisation and 
revision techniques. Attitudes and strategies in response to these challenges will be presented from the 
case studies. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 21.114 

Foreign language teachers’ experiences of their transition to English teaching 

Hao Tran - Griffith University 

This presentation reports on part of my doctoral study which employed a case study approach to 
explore how a group of foreign language teachers in Vietnam transitioned to English teaching, and how 
this transition process has influenced the current language policy enactments in the country. As a result 
of rapid social and educational changes, different policies have been employed to foreign language 
education in Vietnam, including the transition. Even though the transition was mentioned as a 
phenomenon in studies, how the transitioned teachers experienced and adapted to this transition have 
not examined. In light of this ALAA 2018 conference theme of engaging diversity, I will present some 
parts of my research findings so far to investigate the transition and the engagement of these 
transitioned teachers with the field of English teaching. These were drawn from multiple in-depth 
interviews with teachers and online communication observation. The findings have revealed significant 
insights into the teachers’ experiences through the process of educational changes, which discloses 
important aspects in language education in Vietnam. These also highlight the necessity of the 
discipline’s responses towards the change at grass-roots levels, as well as hope to contribute to 
understand other language teaching contexts undergoing similar changes. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  16.30-17.00/ 21.115 

Teachers as sources of evidence in diagnostic language assessment validation: Engaging the profession 

Oluwaseun Ijiwade - University of New South Wales 

Chris Davison - University of New South Wales 

Kelvin Gregory - Assessment of Educational Assessment Australia 

In recent years, Assessment for learning (AfL) and diagnostic language assessment (DLA) have been the 
focus of teacher-based assessment, especially in the learning and teaching of English as an Additional 
language (EAL). However, some researchers have argued that EAL teacher characteristics and other 
factors could undermine the effectiveness and plausibility of an AfL DLA program. Also, most past 
validations of language assessment tools have put little or no emphasis on the role of teachers in 
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validation activities. Therefore, this paper argues for the importance of engaging EAL teachers in a new 
framework for evaluating diagnostic language assessment. It provides the theoretical evidence for 
including teachers in evaluating the plausibility of an assessment program. It argues that for all 
assessments, the pivotal roles of teachers as assessment moderators, diagnosticians, test users and 
stakeholders need to be explored in the evaluation of an assessment score’s interpretation, use and 
impact validity in a classroom context. Such engagement of teachers in an evaluation of a DLA tool can 
also provide practical insights into a test score’s psychometric properties, usefulness, and its social 
impacts on teachers’ professional practices and engagement.  

Keywords: EAL, validity, evaluation, diagnostic assessment, teacher engagement 
 

TIME/ ROOM  17.00-17.30/ 67.101 

Cultural values-affected taboo words and its implication on EFL learners 

Tanzil Huda - Universitas Muhammadiyah Jember 

Undisputedly, taboo is language phenomenon which exists in almost society. The cultural value of 
society becomes the dominant factor affecting the existence of taboo words in the form of phonic and 
semantic distributions of the language. Potentially, taboo will not be beneficial to EFL learning if it is 
analogous in terms of sounds or graphs of English. This study was aimed at investigating 1) the students’ 
perception on the English words which resembled phonetically or graphically to the words of their first 
language which were supposed to be taboo; 2) the implication of taboo to the students English learning. 
This study was a qualitative which employed the researchers themselves as the key instrument. The 
subjects of the study which also became the source of the data were Thai EFL learners who pursued 
their undergraduate program in Indonesia. The data were collected by using interview and 
documentation. The data analysis was conducted in three stages: reducing data, displaying the data, and 
drawing conclusion or verifying the data. The findings revealed that the students had different 
perceptions about the taboo words which were influenced by the cultural norms they lived when they 
used the words. The study also showed that the students achievement exceeded when they learnt 
English in which the English words were not supposed to be taboo according to the cultural values 
existed in the environment they engaged in. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  17.00-17.30/ 21.114 

EFL teachers’ sense-making of policy implementation: A sociocultural perspective 

Yuhua Li – University of New South Wales 

Teacher sense-making of policy-implementation has been a growing focus among education policy 
makers and scholars over the past decades but is currently under-theorized, especially in relation to top-
down mandated education reforms. This study draws on Vygotsky’s (1978) sociocultural theory  to 
understand the nature of teacher sense-making of English language curriculum reform in China through 
the lens of the ‘lived experience’ (perezhivanie) of EFL teachers. 
 
The paper reports on a case study of sixteen English language teachers from a regional university in 
China. Data was generated over a period of three months through a multi-phased iterative process 
consisting of documentation, story narration, semi-structured interviews and classroom observations. 
The study found that: (1) teacher sense-making is an ‘intra-functional system’ comprised of dynamic 
processes of intellect, affect and motive; (2) this sense-making can be identified as a teacher 
perezhivanie - a gestalt-like construal and appraisal of their lived professional situation; (3) teacher 
perezhivanie in the reform context shows common characteristics relating to their perceived 
professional selves; (4) this perezhivanie largely shapes teacher relations with their educational reform 
environment and consequently their trajectories of professional growth and development. These 
findings extend Vygotsky’s concept of individual perezhivanie of children to one of collective 
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professional perezhivanie of teachers. The findings expand our understanding of the nature of teachers’ 
responses to education reforms and their trajectories of development in terms of the sense-making 
prism of perezhivanie. 

 

WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2018        

TIME/ ROOM  9.00-10.00/ 67.107     

KEYNOTE 4 

Digital border crossings: Promoting digital literacy as a means of crossing generic, modal, linguistic 
and national boundaries  

Diane Belcher – Georgia State University 

While literacy educators have long been urged to view writing as linked with other modes, including oral 
communication, and writing pedagogy as ideally moving well beyond template-oriented views of genre, 
only more recently has writing been conceived of as part of a much larger technology-enhanced 
semiotic toolkit, capable of engendering dynamic, hybrid genre development. Such a digitally-enriched 
view of composing is especially likely to benefit multilingual writers, who can now be offered the 
affordances of a wealth of composing-process resources—audio and visual. This presentation will focus 
on some of the many ways in which digital multimodal composing enables multilingual writers to think 
and communicate outside the confines of single linguistic modes and codes, as well as genres, and 
succeed in reaching authentic global audiences. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.104  

Investigating the identity of 'Siri': A conversation analytic perspective 

Eleni Petraki – University of Canberra 

Human-computer interaction has attracted significant research over the years, especially with the boom 
of technological advances and development of digital agents. The majority of research on human-
computer interaction, the subject matter of artificial intelligence, has mainly been approached from a 
cognitive linguistics or psychological perspective. Limited discourse analytic research explored in depth 
the turn taking mechanisms of such communication. This paper advances the analysis of digital 
communication (Arend, 2018) by examining the turn taking patterns of human interactions with the 
Apple assistant, Siri. Siri is an example of a sociobot, designed to act as a human social media user and 
attempting to enter our world as a human like agent through communication (Guzman, 2017). Few 
studies have focused on the gendered nature of the interactions with Siri and its potential for serving 
humans. The conversation analysis tool, a systematic method for analysing interactions in great detail, 
will be used to examine to what extent turn taking patterns between Siri and humans are similar to all 
human interactions. It will also investigate how the jointly produced interactions create and construct 
Siri’s identity as a virtual assistant. Studying our communication with digital agents can yield significant 
insights into our new social realities and the ways our interactions with the digital world are evolving. 
The paper will discuss the potential of human computer-interaction for language learning. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.101 

Building school and migrant family connections in a rural Australian community experiencing cultural 
and linguistic change 

Margaret Kettle - Queensland University of Technology 
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This presentation reports on a study of connections, or the lack of them, between a school and the 
families of skilled workers in a rural Australian community. The skilled migrant workers were from Brazil 
and had moved to the town to work in the two large export-oriented meat processing plants.  

The study focused on the local high school’s question about how better to connect with the families. For 
the school principal and teachers, key concerns included the sporadic attendance of some of the 
Brazilian students and overall, the students’ low levels of academic English and achievement. The 
teachers were also keen to identify teaching approaches that were culturally and linguistically 
appropriate, rather than relying on Portuguese translations of materials using Google Translate.  

The study involved interviews and focus groups with teachers, students, parents and the school 
principal. It culminated in a social event at which the researcher shared key findings. The social event 
was designed to bring the groups together, particularly the parents, and to hear (often for the first time) 
the views of other stakeholders. For the school principal and the teachers, the language brokering 
responsibilities of the students on behalf of their parents were revelatory as the grounds for why many 
were often absent from school. For the parents, the academic expectations of the teachers gave them 
access to knowledge about Australian schooling for the first time. The students themselves heard 
explicitly that their teachers were committed to helping them learn and achieve. 

The presentation lists the changes to school practices that ensued from the study and the locally-based 
innovations that have been introduced to grow the connections between the school and its migrant 
families.  

 
TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 67.102 

Learning strategies for self-directed English speaking skill enhancement 

Bosheng Jing - University of New South Wales  

In Australian higher education, culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) students face significant 
challenges in studies with regard to meeting academic English literacies and discourse conventions, 
which can have a significant impact on their academic “success”. In order to alleviate such challenges, 
UNSW offers a course called Personalised English Language Enhancement (PELE). In the course, students 
are guided to identify their own specific, immediate challenge within context and address it by carrying 
out a personal project. Students report their learning outcomes in a personal project portfolio (PPP). 
This course is designed on the basis of a Personalised Autonomous (PA) model (Kim, 2014), of which 
pedagogical efficacy has been demonstrated (e.g. Kim and Jing under review). This study investigates 
learning goals and strategies adopted by students who wanted to improve English speaking skill, which 
is regarded as one of the two major linguistic difficulties felt by many together with writing skill (Sawair, 
2005). A sufficient proficiency in spoken English is crucial to students’ well-being and serves as a pre-
requisite for success both in academic and social life (Andrade, 2006; Marginson, 2011). This paper will 
present major findings from an in-depth qualitative analysis of 40 students’ speaking PPPs: methods and 
resources (online and offline) adopted for practice, kinds of evidence provided for self-evaluation of 
progress, tutors’ evaluations of students’ self-evaluations, difficulties experienced and their solutions 
and finally their emotional changes throughout the project. The findings will be relevant and useful for 
enhancing English speaking skills independently. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 21.114 

The Córdoba metonymy project: Description and challenges 

José Antonio Jódar Sánchez - University of Melbourne / Universitat de Barcelona 
Antonio Barcelona Sánchez - Universidad de Córdoba 
Olga Blanco Carrión - Universidad de Córdoba 
Almudena Soto Nieto - Universidad Católica de Valencia 
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Ana Laura Rodríguez Redondo - Universidad Complutense de Madrid 

The aim of this talk is to describe the structure and features of the metonymy database built by 
researchers at the Universidad de Córdoba and their collaborators. First, we provide general information 
on the purpose, data, and structure of the database. More specifically, we describe and exemplify the 
entry model and each of the sections therein. Second, we focus on specific issues and the challenges 
they posed when building the database. Those are, among others, metonymic hierarchies, degree of 
prototypicality, and taxonomic domains connected by specific metonymies. Third, we explain issues in 
metonymy research on which the database (and the accompanying edited book) sheds light. Those are 
related to issues like whether the hierarchical levels should be taxonomic (‘type of’) or meronymic (‘part 
of’) or what kind of triggers facilitate or block the operation of a metonymy. Fourth, we discuss future 
applications of the database including the inclusion of examples drawn from corpora, the coupling with 
the MetaNet metaphor database, and the expansion of the project to languages other than English, 
Spanish, or the Spanish and American sign languages. All in all, the Córdoba metonymy database 
represents the first systematic, accurate, and accessible attempt at categorizing and storing metonymic 
patterns together with attested examples and information on their conceptual status, their 
grammatical, semantic and pragmatic manifestation, and their interaction and chaining with metaphor 
and other metonymies. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.00/ 21.115 

Second language curriculum as a booster in core skills 

Marie Perera - University of Colombo 

Kularathne Suriya Arachchige - Centre for Excellence in Language Education 

Sri Lankan education authorities have taken several measures to strengthen social cohesion through the 
formal curriculum. Bilingual education which was introduced to the system in 2001 has been one of the 
initiatives taken to realize this aim in education. Using a subset of data from a larger study, the objective 
of this paper is to discuss the strength of process and content standards of the second language 
curriculum in improving core skills of the learner which is a key to social cohesion. In this study two 
major Core skills outlined in the Scottish Credit and Qualification Framework were adapted and used: 
Communication and Working with others. Twenty second language classes at the senior secondary 
Bilingual schools participated in the study. A classroom observation schedule and a checklist to evaluate 
textbooks selected and semi-structured interviews were used as data gathering instruments. The study 
was a qualitative dominant mixed mode study. It was evident that the overt second language curriculum 
implemented in the schools focused more on form than meaning in teaching the second language. 
Approaches adopted in teaching the second language were traditional, using  features of The Grammar 
Translation Method and Audio-lingual Method. These approaches limited opportunities to have 
interactive and collaborative learning that promotes pupils core skills in the process of learning the 
language. Further, there was less room for learner autonomy. Opportunities available for the learners to 
develop critical thinking were also hindered in this context. A learning teaching approach that ensures 
interactive learning and critical thinking should be adopted. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  10.30-11.30/ 21.G08 

WORKSHOP 

Differentiating be going to + V from other futurity forms 

Judith O'Byrne - Macquarie University  

The multiple verbal means of expressing futurity in English can cause consternation for adult ESL 
learners. Yet at times, textbooks increase the learning load by not differentiating between these forms 
or by describing them as interchangeable. This is commonly the case where be going to + V is 
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concerned, with some texts stating that it is the same as or similar to will + V or the Present Progressive 
futurate. But as will be shown here, this claim is incorrect.   

This workshop focuses on be going to + V, analysing it according to eight criteria: temporality; meaning 
and use; modality; aspect; register; agency and locus of control; schedulability and foreseeability; and 
temporal adverbials. The relevance of these criteria emerged from a review of ten ESL grammar texts, 
which found that many futurity structures had not been sufficiently differentiated. This necessitated the 
identification of further means of distinguishing between them. In a similar vein, the review also 
revealed insufficient discussion of why not all lexical verbs can be used across all futurity forms. For 
example, in the use of the Present Progressive futurate, we can say, “I’m meeting Tom at 10:00”, but 
not “The baby is crying at 10:00”, as only the former is a schedulable eventuality. Therefore, this futurity 
structure can only be used with arrangeable eventualities that are schedulable.  

An analysis of be going to + V according to these criteria indicates that despite common ground with 
other futurity structures, there are significant differences, thus showing that it cannot be considered 
interchangeable – as is the case with all tense/aspect forms. The analysis indicates that in addressing 
this issue, discussions about verb structures must move beyond temporal location and address the 
elements above, so that learners are guided towards accurate, effective expression and comprehension 
of meaning that is register-appropriate. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.104 

Digital games and English language learning 

Abdullah Alamr - University of Wollongong 

Background and aims: 

Many adults and teenagers around the world play digital games in English although it is not their first 
language. However, little is known about the relationship between digital games and second language 
(L2) learning. This study investigates the relationship between playing digital games and English 
language learning achievement among ESL students at an English language center (ELC) in a tertiary 
institute in Saudi Arabia. 

Specifically, the study examines the students’ language achievement by assessing their grades, 
repetition records, and language level) in relation to the students’ pattern of playing digital games 
(frequency and duration of playing), type of games they play regarding language (rich in language 
games/moderate in language games/low in language games), and the amount of social interaction in 
English during online gaming. Then, through SPSS, tests determine whether there is a significant 
relationship between the above-mentioned variables or not. Chi Square test is used to test for 
relationships amongst independent and dependent variables which are categorical. In addition, ANOVA 
and T-test are used to test for relationships amongst dependent variables which are categorical, and 
independent variable which is nominal (grades). Therefore, the presentation will discuss some 
preliminary findings of the relationship between: (1) type of games students usually play regarding 
language (2) the amount of social interaction in English during online gaming, compared to their 
language achievement at the ELC. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.101 

The challenges of Vietnamese EFL students in the construction of evaluative meanings 

Liem Dinh – University of Wollongong  

The ability to use evaluative language to engage with the reader is recognised as a significant element 
contributing to more or less persuasive arguments and therefore, ultimately, the success of a written 
argument (Wu Siew & Allison, 2005). The construction of a well-formulated argumentative text involves 
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a strategic and effective management of the writer’s individual perspective and the existence of other 
perspectives. Within a contested knowledge space, writers must be able to argue for the credibility of 
their own position towards an issue. This is often conveyed by evaluative resources for construing the 
writer’s opinion or evaluation of propositions in relation to other assumed positions. However, the 
ability to manage multiple viewpoints poses a significant challenge to student writers, especially those 
who learn English as a Foreign Language.  

This paper reports on some preliminary findings from my PhD study that examines the challenges 
encountered by Vietnamese EFL university students in relation to the construction of evaluative 
meanings. My analysis is informed by aspects of the ENGAGEMENT framework developed within the 
theoretical foundation of Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2013) with a focus on 
identifying the patterns of evaluative meanings for engaging with other perspectives. The findings 
suggest that the students demonstrate a limited control of resources for engaging with others. This is 
evident in their heavy reliance on common-sense everyday experiences and their prior knowledge as a 
valid form of evidence to support a claim. These findings have important implications for how teachers 
may apprentice the students into argumentation which is crucial for academic success.   
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 67.102 

A survey on the difficulties in English as second language writing 

Marie Perera - University of Colombo 

Sandya Fernando - St. Peter's College 

Writing has been identified as the most difficult skill for the English as a Second Language (ESL) learners  
in Sri Lanka. As stated in the G.C.E.(O/L) Examination 2015: Evaluation Report- English Language, 53.29% 
of candidates failed in English and achievement of writing skill remains as low as 19%. This paper is 
based on the analysis of the pilot testing of the instruments of an ongoing study to develop a model to 
improve writing skills in ESL learners. Questionnaires for ESL teachers and students, teacher interviews 
and focus group discussions with students were conducted for the realization of three objectives: 
identify difficulties faced by learners in writing in ESL; find out reasons for those difficulties in writing in 
ESL; and investigate the strategies that can be used to develop writing skills in ESL. It was carried out 
with a sample drawn from a type 1C school and a type 2 school in Colombo which was outside of the 
sample of the main study. The major difficulties students face in writing as identified are twofold: their 
lack of knowledge of grammar and vocabulary for translation and difficulties in idea generation. The 
main reasons identified for those difficulties are inadequate practice, lack of prior knowledge and lack of 
training in the use of writing strategies. The most effective strategies in developing writing as identified 
by teachers and students are word and picture clues, guided writing activities, revising, feedback, pair 
work and group work.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 21.114 

Phonetic training on learning Portuguese as a second language by Chinese Speakers 

Ana Nunes - University of Macau 

Several studies have shown that learning a second language can be challenging, especially for adult 
learners and, specifically, in the perception and production of target language sounds (Moyer, 2013). 
Although there are still very diverse and even divergent opinions on the importance of phonetic study 
and training (articulatory and perceptive) in learning a second language (Fink, 1989; Hardison, 2004; 
Wang,Saito & Lyster, 2011) it seems important to understand to what extent in-depth training of 
Portuguese phonetics (especially in productions that may represent obstacles for students) to be 
beneficial in the case of Chinese speakers learning Portuguese as second language. Experience shows 
that there are certain Portuguese phonemes that are more difficult to foreign students, even though 
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they already have an advanced level of proficiency and knowledge of the Portuguese language. A 
specific training in articulatory and perceptive phonetics, in which the articulation of certain Portuguese 
phones (mode and point of articulation) are explained in more detail to Chinese learners of Portuguese. 
The adopted methodology approaches the field of speech therapy in terms of training and evaluation 
strategies and, by allowing the identification of the recurrent difficulties in terms of 
perception/production. It also represents a first and important approach for the teaching-learning 
process of Portuguese as a Foreign Language, concerning the importance of an accurate proficiency and 
pronunciation.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.00-11.30/ 21.115 

ICT/CALL in autonomous learning within and beyond the classroom 

Vinh Nguyen - University of Canberra 

Elke Stracke - University of Canberra 

This paper reports on how ICT/CALL can foster learner autonomy and connect autonomous learning 
within and beyond the classroom. The explanatory sequential mixed-methods research was conducted 
in blended language learning environments to investigate students’ beliefs and practice of autonomy in 
the Vietnamese university EFL context.  

Quantitative results from a survey questionnaire (N=1,258) in Phase One showed that the frequency of 
learning with ICT/CALL positively correlated with many constructs of learner autonomy, including 
learner beliefs of their responsibility, learner readiness for autonomy, and learner practice of 
autonomous learning. The prevalent use of ICT/CALL for different learning purposes indicated that 
ICT/CALL had become an indispensable component of the learning process. Qualitative results from case 
studies (N = 4) in Phase Two confirmed this important role of ICT/CALL. Data from learner diaries, 
classroom observations, and semi-structured interviews showed that ICT/CALL provided learners with 
many important affordances which fostered autonomy, such as engagement, exploration, 
personalisation, reflection, and support.  

ICT/CALL helped connect student learning within and beyond the classroom. Learners used ICT/CALL for 
searching resources, seeking help, and practising, both within and beyond their classroom. The 
scaffolded use of ICT/CALL inside the classroom equipped learners with initial skills and tools for their 
independent exploration of knowledge outside the classroom. Serving as a bridge, ICT/CALL helped 
connect the formal curricular-oriented learning inside the classroom with the informal learning outside 
the classroom, which was closely associated with personal interests and entertainment. In addition, 
ICT/CALL was evidently helpful for collaborative and project-based learning, resource storing, product 
sharing, as well as for communication with teachers and other students. 

The study provides insights into how ICT/CALL can foster learner autonomy and help learners connect 
in-class and out-of-class learning in the Vietnamese EFL context. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.104 

The use of language and ipads in two collaborative L2 writing tasks 

Annita Stell - University of Queensland 

Recently, mobile technology has become a popular pedagogical tool in second language (L2) classrooms 
and research to examine learners' interaction patterns and writing processes. In particular, ipads have 
gained an increasing amount of interest due to its portability and flexible functions. Through a 
sociocultural theory (SCT) perspective, previous studies have explored how mobile technology and 
language are considered as mediational tools that can assist with different aspects of language 
development. In this lens, these tools can encourage learners to engage in further task-related 
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discussions through the use of mediational actions, such as languaging. Very few studies, however, 
examine how students use various tools and actions on these ipads to complete a written task. This 
study aims to investigate how the learners' use of mediation affects their individual and collaborative 
writing (CW) process and product. Their attitudes towards ipad-supported CW will also be explored.  

Through using a mixed-method approach, fifty international postgraduate students were instructed to 
complete four writing tasks (two individually and two in pairs) on ipads through GoogleDocs. An 
additional Chrome extension called Draftback was used to record the learners' writing processes. 
Recorded pairtalk, questionnaires and retrospective interviews were also collected to gain a better 
insight on students’ perceptions and L2 writing performances. The transcribed pairtalk was examined for 
patterns of dyadic interaction, language-related episodes (LREs) and different types of mediated actions; 
whereas, the questionnaires and interviews were analysed for re-emerging themes. The findings 
revealed that students used different strategies based on their personal goals and attitudes towards CW 
to complete the ipad-supported writing tasks. Their interactions, however, depended on their patterns 
of dyadic interaction as well as digital skills.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.101 

Storying multilingualism in Sydney 

Alice Chik - Macquarie University 

Language is an issue of public concern in Australia, or to be more specific, not speaking English is an 
issue. The 2016 census shows 22.2% of all Australia and 38.2% of Greater Sydney households speak a 
language other than English. But the national level of uptake for language study at school dropped from 
about 40% in the 1960s to lower than 10% in 2016, and this figure already included students who are 
native speakers of a language. The decline in the number of language learners does not necessarily 
make Australia less of a multilingual nation, but it does beg the question whether Australia really has a 
monolingual mindset. This paper investigates the visibility and storying of multilingualism from three 
perspectives: representation of culture and language in schools, provision of community language 
education, and provision of language support for public service access. Textual and interview data are 
collected from three on-going projects with community organizations which serve the most culturally 
and linguistically diverse areas in Sydney. This paper will discuss how community stakeholders use 
textual and oral narratives to story multilingualism as everyday experience, and in turns use storying to 
reshape social imaginaries of multilingualism in Sydney. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 67.102 

Analysis of interactional feedback across the completion of two tasks 

Jeanne Rolin-Ianziti - University of Queensland 

This paper proposes to report the findings of a study that examines how participants in a French 
beginner task-based classroom jointly perform feedback when they are completing two distinct tasks in 
situ. Starting from Second Language Acquisition research for which feedback is a way to draw learners’ 
attention to form within a meaningful context (Lyster & Mori, 2006), the study adopts a sociocultural 
perspective and a Conversation Analysis method to examine in detail the participants’ feedback 
practices. It argues that, though there is extensive research on feedback types, we still need more 
information on how feedback is performed within the context of classroom exchanges (Majlesi, 2018). 
The study also rests on the premise that task characteristics have an impact on the deployment of 
interaction in the classroom. Thus the feedback sequences come from the collection of audio-recorded 
data during the classroom completion of two tasks, each holding its own features. Although both tasks 
target the same linguistic items, one is a closed input task with pre-determined answers (Ellis, 2003), 
whereas the other is an output open task that instructs students to write recipes in groups and share 
the recipes with the class. The CA analysis of sequences resulted in the identification of divergent 
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feedback practices. While correction after the input task was organized into a series of ternary 
sequences (teacher initiation, student response, teacher evaluation), the organization of feedback after 
and during the completion of the output task was more diversified. In addition the student in the output 
situation exercised more initiative in conversational actions such as selecting linguistic items as a focus 
of attention and initiating the feedback sequence. The presentation will illustrate each exchange with 
samples from the data and discuss how the different ways of practicing feedback might imply divergent 
modes of student participation in classroom correction. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.114 

Languaging: A mediational tool for foreign language homework 

Jennifer Smith - Queensland University of Technology  

Homework remains a contested and much debated issue in primary school with few, if any, academic 
benefits evident in the literature. Against this backdrop, this presentation presents the findings of a 
research project focused on Japanese homework in upper primary education. Through the lens of 
sociocultural theory this qualitative, instrumental case study draws on the perspectives of teachers, 
students and parents to identify the factors that influence the accomplishment of meaningful foreign 
language homework in primary schooling.  

For this presentation preliminary findings will be discussed in relation to how six primary school 
students across Years 4, 5 and 6 undertook their Japanese language homework over one school term. 
Drawing on semi-structured interviews, stimulated verbal recall interviews, homework video diaries, 
and document and artefact collection, one of the clear findings was the use of ‘languaging’. All the 
students used languaging as a strategy to organise and manage their accomplishment of the homework 
tasks. Languaging is defined by Swain (2006) as “the process of making meaning and shaping knowledge 
and experience through language”. My data shows that primary school students engage languaging to 
serve several functions such as focusing attention, evaluating the quality of work, recalling knowledge, 
self-efficacy, managing emotions and motivating the self in order to complete cognitively challenging 
tasks during homework.   

These findings are significant because within all Australian State Education systems foreign language 
learning is encouraged at primary school level and primary school foreign language teachers are 
assigning homework. Building knowledge around how our students operationalise their foreign 
language homework allows teachers to connect classroom learning with homework in more meaningful 
ways. 

 
TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.00/ 21.115 

Teaching the Personalised Autonomous (PA) Model: A Teacher’s Reflection 

Long Li – University of New South Wales 

Based on the Personalised Autonomous (PA) Model (Kim 2014), the Personalised English Language 
Enhancement (PELE) course was developed by A/Prof Mira Kim at UNSW in Sydney in 2016; since 2017, 
it has been offered as a credit-bearing course to undergraduate and postgraduate coursework students, 
and as an elective to HDR candidates. The aim of this course is to provide an autonomous and 
sustainable approach for students, most of whom are international who speak English as an additional 
language, to identify a weakness in their communicative English use, design and implement a personal 
project to address that weakness by choosing appropriate methods and resources, evaluate their 
progress, and critically reflect on the learning process. In Semester 1, 2018, this course was convened by 
someone other than A/P Kim for the first time due to her long-service leave.  

This talk sets out to reflect on the experience as a first-time convenor to the PELE course, by highlighting 
the experience of teaching PELE as useful tools to enhance communication, leadership skills and even 
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emotional well-being of the teacher. Firstly, it will reflect on strategies to build an inspiring learning 
community by addressing challenges such as students’ shyness and reluctance for participation, and the 
lack of motivation. Secondly, it will highlight the importance of mentor management. In Semester 1, a 
team of 14 mentors who are former PELE students of PELE have returned to help current students. This 
talk will discuss the scale of mentors’ contributions and strategies to maintain a high level of cohesion 
and enthusiasm amongst the mentors. Lastly, it will reflect on the impact of PELE on the emotional well-
being of the teacher, in particular, the way the expectations of the convenor to enhance leadership and 
communication skills, and abilities of community-building for this course have in turn resulted in positive 
changes in every aspect of the convenor’s post-doctoral personal life. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  11.30-12.30/ 21.G08 

WORKSHOP  

Getting meta: More than academic literacy support 

Erika Matruglio – University of Wollongong 

Amanda Baker – University of Wollongong 

In this workshop we showcase a new subject aimed at apprenticing students into the Australian 
academic culture at postgraduate level. Responding to increasing numbers of under-prepared 
international students entering into masters by coursework programs, the subject Postgraduate Critical 
Scholarship was developed with the aim of not only improving the academic skills of students but also as 
a subject in which students actually engage with the research on academic literacy itself. Written at AQF 
level 8, the subject takes a high challenge, high support, disciplinary and explicit approach to teaching 
students and encourages students to reflect on their own learning, knowledge and skills throughout. In 
this workshop we will also be ‘getting meta’, introducing the subject’s structure and content and also 
our research into its implementation. To begin we will briefly explain the particular context and 
challenges faced in design of the subject. Workshop participants will have an opportunity to engage in 
analysis of student work samples from the beginning of the subject and debate issues arising from 
diversity of student needs. We will then briefly outline the subject’s structure, content and underlying 
principles and open up conversation around selection and sequencing of content. To conclude, we will 
introduce the innovative research methodology combining Teacher Cognition and SFL used to research 
the subject’s implementation and effectiveness and provide some initial research data for workshop 
participants to analyse. We will close with discussion of questions and challenges for the future.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.104 

Effects of mobile devices on reading comprehension: An eye-tracking study 

Jia-Rui Hou - University of New South Wales 

Today mobile devices have become the popular devices for reading owing to connectivity, ubiquity, 
portability, and the avoidance of paper costs (Chen et al., 2014). In the second language context, some 
studies have investigated the effects of reading on mobile devices on second language learners’ reading 
performance (e.g., Chang & Hsu, 2011; Chen et al., 2014; Hsu et al., 2013; Huang & Lin, 2011). To further 
understand the reading process on the mobile device, eye-tracking literature has suggested eye 
movements can provide a precise representation of cognitive processes during reading on the 
assumption of an “eye-mind link” (Reichle et al., 2006, p. 4). To explore the online processing patterns in 
reading on mobile devices, eye tracking studies have investigated the oculomotor behaviors with mobile 
devices in the first language context (e.g., Öquist & Lundin, 2007; Siegenthaler et al., 2011, 2012; 
Zambarbieri & Carniglia, 2012). However, in the second language context, no such eye-movement 
research has been conducted yet.  
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Thus, this study will fill the gap and examine the effects of reading using different mobile media on the 
oculomotor behaviors and second language reading comprehension from reading a short novel (a stage 
one graded reader). Both the online measures (total task time, mean fixation durations, fixation counts, 
and percentage of regression counts) and the offline measures (10 multiple-choice and 10 true/false 
questions) will monitor the oculomotor behaviors and second language reading comprehension across 
tablet, mobile phone, and paper reading media. I report here on the initial findings and lessons learned 
from this ongoing work.  
 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 67.102 

The retreat strategy as a response to dialectical Problems in Second Language Competence 

Yaw Sekyi-Baidoo - University of Education, Winneba 

The paper is a description of a first to second language dynamism perspective, referred to as the Retreat 
Theory; and an account of a research which gave rise to and helps to explain the theory. The theory, first 
distinguishing between linguistic and conceptual misconstructions, takes the position that, cognitively, 
first languages generally relate more directly to the dialectical schemata than second/foreign languages. 
A way to resolving or preventing second language conceptual misconstructions is to recourse or ‘retreat’ 
to the first language, and exploit its closeness to the conceptual schemata, which is generally universal. 
The ‘retreat’ is, thus, the cognitive effort of going back to the first language as a way of constructing a 
secondary conceptual structure upon which the linguistic structures of the second language would be 
based. The presentation deviates from the attitude of suspicion generally accorded the first language in 
second language construction and discourse as in Error Analysis and Contrastive Rhetoric perspectives, 
and proposes a systematic and guided recourse to the first language as a way of resolving second 
language misconstructions. 

In the theory, conceptual misconstructions are generally a result of the inability of the learner to work 
the intervention between the cognitive structures and the linguistic structures of the second language, 
giving what may be called the crossroads complex, which could be resolved using first language retreat 
strategies which this paper proposes. 

The paper discusses the cognitive considerations of the oral and written speech in first and post-first 
languages, breaking them up into conceptual schemata and primary and secondary linguistic schemata 
and structures. It again discusses the nature of the crossroads complex, the misconstructions thereof, 
which are both grammatical and discoursal, and the retreat strategies, with reference to some writings 
of Junior High School students in Ghana. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-12.30/ 21.115 

Engaging in language learning using collaborative digital storytelling projects 

Hiromi Nishioka - Macquarie University 

The focus of this study was to investigate language learning undertaken by 14 learners of Japanese 
during collaborative digital storytelling projects; one form of project-based learning. This study analysed 
how the participants engaged in language learning during their projects, drawing on concepts of 
‘collaborative dialogue’ (Swain, 1997, 2000) and ‘resources’ (Palfreyman, 2006, 2014). The data 
collected for the analysis included: 1) video-recordings of participants while they were creating digital 
stories; 2) stimulated recall sessions using the video recordings; and 3) semi-structured interviews to the 
participants.  

Previous studies conducted in short-term collaborative learning tasks have examined language learning 
under conditions of learners engaging in collaborative dialogue with peers for the purpose of language 
learning (e.g., Watanabe & Swain, 2007). This study, however, found that participants working on 
project-based learning, engaged in language learning in multiple learning contexts by using multiple 
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learning resources. These included: 1) sharing their own linguistic knowledge with peers in collaborative 
dialogue; 2) using alternative resources to construct knowledge of Japanese in collaborative dialogue; 3) 
engaging in language learning individually by using online resources during the sessions; and 4) engaging 
in language outside the sessions by using alternative learning resources. The results also showed the 
strategic use of multiple resources expanded their opportunities for language learning. This would be 
otherwise difficult to achieve if participants only shared linguistic knowledge with peers during 
collaborative dialogue. Despite the benefits of using alternative resources to enhance language learning, 
the participants have used alternative resources to varying degrees for language learning. The findings 
highlight the importance of providing pedagogical support to help learners use alternative resources 
effectively, enhancing language learning during their projects. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  12.00-13.30/ 67.FOYER 

POSTER SESSION 

Metalinguistic Awareness as Predictor of Cognitive Capacity in Advanced Bilinguals 

Iryna Khodos - The University of Newcastle 

Abstract. The past decade has seen an explosion in the amount of studies addressing cognitive effects of 
bilingualism. Despite this fact, the idea of bilingualism leading to long-term cognitive benefits that go 
beyond the sphere of language is still controversial. This study is aimed at establishing the extent to 
which metalinguistic awareness predicts cognitive capacity in advanced bilingual adults. To approach 
this question, 120 advanced bilinguals from non-English backgrounds and 50 English monolinguals will 
be recruited. The carefully screened and matched participants will be tested on a set of tasks measuring 
two variables, which are metalinguistic awareness and cognitive capacity. Metalinguistic awareness will 
be assessed through sound-meaning and grammaticality judgement tasks designed in accordance with 
the cross-validated dual component model of Bialystok and Ryan (1985). As for cognitive capacity, it will 
be measured by administering the Colour-Shape Task as described by Miyake et al. (2004). The data 
obtained from the background measures and experimental tasks will be analysed using descriptive and 
inferential statistics. The research is expected to reveal that enhanced metalinguistic awareness in 
advanced bilinguals is linked to superior cognitive capacity. 

 

Disciplinary differences in lexical co-occurrence patterns 

Naoki Sugino - Ritsumeikan University 

Noriko Aotani - Tokai Gakuen University 

Yuya Koga - Meiji University 

Kojiro Shojima - National Center for University Entrance Examinations 

Simon Fraser - Hiroshima University 

Previous studies into formulaic sequences have revealed that there are certain word sequences that 
characterise academic texts (e.g., Bieber, Conrad, & Cortes, 2004; Hyland, 2008). This has led to 
compilation of generic lists of such multi-word sequences (e.g., Ackerman & Chen, 2013; Simpson-Vlach 
& Ellis, 2010), intended to assist learners of English for academic purposes. On the other hand, it has 
been pointed out that due attention must be paid to non-contiguous collocations, and that considerable 
variations are observed among different disciplines, which defies the usefulness of the generic listings 
(Cheng, Greaves, & Warren, 2006; Durrant, 2009, 2017; Hyland, 2012). The present study attempts to 
contribute to the literature by proposing another methodological option. The presenters employed 
association analysis, a data-mining procedure, to extract lexical co-occurrence patterns within sentences 
in academic articles, and a network visualisation tool to graphically represent interrelatedness among 
the patterns obtained. In the presentation, representations based on two corpora from different 
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academic disciplines, viz., medical science and information science, will be compared. Based on the 
findings, advantages of this approach and implications of the findings will be discussed. 

 

Language Analysis of a Japanese Speaker of English: Insights and Recommendations 

Tetsuya Takita - University of Wollongong 

Research has established several challenges that Japanese speakers of English typically have when 
pronouncing English intelligibly, such as the distinction between /l/ and /r/, the use of word or sentence 
stress, and the appropriation of rising tone (e.g., Saito, 2014). This poster session reports on a project 
that investigated these issues by analyzing rehearsed and unrehearsed speech samples of a Japanese 
high-intermediate speaker of English. This project was a part of a postgraduate subject on pronunciation 
pedagogy that the presenter completed in 2017. The results of the analysis demonstrated that the most 
frequent and problematic issues were the pronunciation of /r/ and word stress. In addition to those two 
issues, it was found that the speaker’s use of thought groups and prominence also impeded her 
intelligibility. Based on the findings of the speech analysis, the presenter recommends eight specific 
teaching techniques to improve the speaker’s intelligibility, such as 3-2-1 (Folse, 2006), Rhythm Fight 
Club (Burri, Baker & Acton, 2016), the Butterfly Technique (Burri & Baker, 2016), and Role-play Scenarios 
(Celce-Murcia, 2010). Following the techniques, the presenter shares a short personal reflection about 
what he learned from conducting the linguistic analysis. 

 

The Rights of Mother Tongues in Multilingual Contexts 

Ayaka Uchino - University of Wollongong 

This study was informed by Skutnabb-Kangas (2000). Japan is often described as a monolingual nation 
due to the dominance of Japanese. In Ryukyu islands, different varieties of the indigenous languages are 
used as the languages of communities, although the local varieties have gradually been marginalised. 
This case study discusses attitudes and beliefs of a multilingual adult from the Ryukyu Islands focusing 
on languages that have been shifted over the years to clarify her struggle for identifying her own mother 
tongue by employing diary study. From a series of extensive interviews, four languages were chosen by 
herself as mother tongues, including Japanese, one of the Ryukyu languages called Yaeyama variety (her 
heritage language), English or Taiwanese. Furthermore, the result shows that the language she speaks 
have strong relationships with her identity. Hence, this study suggests the possibility that mother tongue 
can be multiple based on Skutnabb-Kangas (2000)’s four criterions: origin, competence, function and 
internal/external identification, and the importance of learning, using and maintaining own mother 
tongue(s) as linguistic human rights (Skutnabb-Kangas & Phillipson, 1989). In the ESL/EFL contexts, the 
deep understanding in mother tongue(s) can avoid the marginalisation of learners’ identity of minority 
language and may foster more successful language acquisition.  

 

Japanese Science Graduates’ Use of English in Global Technology Companies 

Colin Rundle - Soka University 

Koki Tomita - Chuo University 

This study investigates English language usage of graduates from MSc programs at one of Japan’s 30 
“Top Global Universities.” The participants all work in Fortune 500 global corporations including IBM, 
Fujitsu, Softbank, and Hitachi. They were asked through a series of interviews and questionnaires in 
Japanese about using and developing English in their workplaces, how their studies and other 
experiences prepared them for their present positions, and language support provided by their 
employers.  
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The objective is to improve university English programs for science and engineering. Thus, a task-based 
needs analysis advocated by Michael Long was used to probe in detail when, why and how participants 
use English, triangulated by collecting workplace documents and input from colleagues and supervisors. 
As such, this research constitutes a target situation analysis, part of a larger needs analysis in English for 
Engineering and Science at the participants' former university. The results are relevant for all teachers 
trying to motivate and better meet the needs of students aiming for careers in global technology 
contexts. 

 

Pause-Proficiency Interaction on Japanese EFL Learners' Listening Comprehension 

Kosuke Sugai - Kindai University 

Some previous studies have shown that a slower speech rate of listening materials facilitated 
comprehension, while others have shown effects of silent pause frequency and duration.  

Author et al. (2016a) found that longer pauses (450 ms) facilitated the listening comprehension of lower 
intermediate Japanese EFL learners, while slower articulation rate did not necessarily have a positive 
effect on learners' comprehension. In a follow-up study conducted by the Author et al. (2016b), six 
different pauses (200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700 ms) were used, and results showed that pauses longer 
than 500 ms inserted between Perceptual Sense Units (PSUs; Kohno, 1998) enhanced learners' listening 
performance. 

In this research, the interaction between learners' listening proficiency and pause duration was 
examined with participants divided into different levels based on a 30-item listening test. Five different 
versions of a 30 item-tests were prepared. Pause duration in the original materials was digitally 
manipulated to produce five different pauses (350, 400, 450, 500, 550 ms) in six test items. The results 
showed that pause duration effect varied depending on learners' proficiency levels (ß = .67, p < .05). 

 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.104 

Theoretical contributions of qualitative CALL research: The case of spoken interaction 

Paul Moore - University of Queensland 

Ongoing research into second language learning opportunities afforded by computer-mediated 
communication has been marked by the need to rework our understanding of concepts of language, 
culture and technology. Computer-mediated contexts are not only multi-layered, but emergent, with 
blurred boundaries between cultures and ‘realities’ (Chun, Smith, & Kern, 2016; Stickler & Hampel, 
2015). In such contexts, what might appear to be a ‘virtual’ experience for one learner ‘may have quite 
real and human consequences’ for another (Chun et al., 2016, p. 70). The fact that these boundaries are 
being extended is most evident in recent attempts to redefine what have been seen as outdated notions 
of communicative competence (Chapelle, 2009), to recognise the emerging multilingual, multimodal, 
intercultural, technological and other competences which come to bear on our increasingly 
technologically-mediated human interaction (Chun et al., 2016; Douglas Fir Group, 2016; Ortega, 2017; 
Sauro & Chapelle, 2017). Drawing initially on recent special issues from The CALICO Journal (Stickler & 
Hampel, 2015) and Language Learning & Technology (Levy & Moore, 2018), I first present a brief review 
of the influence of research into computer-mediated spoken interaction on second language learning 
theory, before providing preliminary results from two ongoing research projects. The first of these 
projects, informed by Chapelle’s (2001, 2009) evaluation framework, evaluates Google’s machine 
translation technology (Google Translate [GT] & Pixel Buds) for its affordances in collaborative learning 
in an EFL context. The second, drawing on recent theoretical proposals in CALL (Chun et al. 2016), 
investigates the negotiation of time, space and presence in computer-mediated and face-to-face second 
language learning contexts. 
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TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.101 

"Leave no one behind": English language teaching in Sri Lanka 

Marie Perera - University of Colombo 

Through evaluating the progress made towards the EFA goals since 2000 and the education related 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the Incheon Declaration for Education 2030 has identified 
future priorities and strategies for its achievement hoping to “leave no one behind”.  

English was introduced as the second language in Sri Lankan schools in the 1950s. The objective of 
introducing English as a second language was to make it available for all. Public examination results in Sri 
Lanka indicate that “English for all” has not been achieved. National assessments of achievement of 
learning outcomes are conducted in Sri Lanka annually at the completion of grades 4 and 8. This paper is 
based on the findings of the national assessment conducted in 2015 with grade 4 students. The sample 
for this study was drawn from students completing grade four in the year 2015.The findings of the 
National assessment conducted in 2015 with that of 2013 to find out whether there is still disparity in 
achievement and if so the possible reasons.  

The total sample consisted of 12,971 students drawn from 442 schools. In selection of the sample, both 
in 2013 and 2015, the province was taken as the main stratum (explicit stratum).   

In assessing the achievement of students, an achievement test, which was constructed and validated in 
2013, was used in 2015 as well. This achievement test was developed to determine the achievement 
level of learning outcomes of grade 4 students. The learning outcomes were the competency levels 
expected to be achieved by the students.  

Data gathered through the achievement tests were analyzed on a national and provincial basis.  

There was an increase in student performance between 2013 and 2015. However, inter and intra 
disparities among provinces, school types, ethnic groups and to a certain extent between genders 
continue.  

The school system does not seem to provide opportunities for “Education for all”. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 67.102 

Review of elementary English education in P. R. China: Practices and orientations 

Xiaofei Tang - Wuhan University of Technology 

With the implementation of the Opening-Up policy in China since the late 1970s, English has been 
promoted not only as a foreign language but also as an essential requirement for the majority of the 
population. The teaching of the English language has taken precedence over other foreign languages 
through becoming a compulsory subject across diverse levels in China's educational system. Since 2011, 
when the Ministry of Education of China lawfully established t English as a compulsory subject in six-
year primary-school education on a national scale, a certain range of research output has increasingly 
paid attention to English language policy in China's elementary education (Gao, Barkhuizen, & Chow, 
2011; Hou, 2017; Qi, 2016; Sun & Hao, 2012; Wang, 2013; Wen, 2014; Wei & Su, 2015; Zhang, 2015; 
Zein, 2017). There is a demand to delineate and evaluate the implementation of English language 
policies in Chinese primary schools through a corpus-based review. Therefore, the present study aims to 
review the research publications on elementary English language education in Mainland China selected 
from 15 international journals from 2011 to 2018, in order to understand the current practices and the 
future development of primary-school English education in the Chinese context. The review focuses on 
four aspects: 1) English language policy and planning; 2) the implementation of English curriculum and 
classroom practices; 3) learners' perspectives; and 4) the professional development of English teachers. 
The presentation starts with the general context of elementary English education in China, followed by 
the research statement and methods including a two-stage selection of target journals. Subsequently, 
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the review findings are categorized and discussed according to the abovementioned four areas. The 
presentation concludes with theoretical and practical implications on China's foreign language policy 
designated for primary English education. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.114 

A corpus linguistics application in the analysis of textbooks 

Rodrigo Arellano - La Frontera University 

This paper examines the application of corpus linguistics in the analysis of textbooks as national teaching 
instruments of English as a Second Language in Chile. 

The Ministry of Education (MINEDUC) bases the instruction of English in Chile in the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment (CEFRL), however its guidelines 
have not been systematically considered in the practice of creating instructional material in the EFL 
context of this country. To analyze this issue, this paper presents the comparison of the vocabulary 
about Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) used in the CEFRL and the English 
textbooks used in Chile regarding the categories of curriculum design, language teaching methodology 
and language assessment. The methodology was mixed, not experimental, cross-sectional and 
descriptive, including the analysis of the CEFRL document and the 8 English textbooks used in Chile in 
the public sector. Firstly, the data was compared quantitatively using the software Nvivo 9 and later 
select key words (learners / students - teachers) were analyzed quantitatively in terms of frequency and 
qualitatively using collocations. Results suggest that similar vocabulary is used in both, the CEFRL and 
Chilean textbooks in terms of “language teaching methodology” (36% and 33% respectively), but it 
varies highly in the category of “curriculum design” (22% and 48% respectively) and mostly in “language 
assessment” (42% and 19% respectively) while showing different frequencies in the key words and their 
associated verbs between “students” (1,33%) and “teacher” (0,18%). These results show a constructivist 
approach in both, but with a minor behaviorist aspect especially in textbooks, indicating relevant 
differences in the emphasis and coherence between different areas of the instruction. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  13.30-14.00/ 21.115 

Homosexuality and coloniality in L2 Spanish teaching: Mendicutti’s “Duelo en Marilyn City” 

José Antonio Jódar Sánchez - University of Melbourne  

Literature is one of the most fruitful but challenging materials used in the foreign language classroom. 
The aim of this talk is to present a teaching proposal for a Spanish as a foreign language classroom at the 
University of Melbourne. It is based on the novel Duelo en Marilyn City by the Spanish author Eduardo 
Mendicutti. The plot revolves around the story of a group of gay cowboys and their confrontation with 
native Americans in the desert of Arizona. Two issues, namely homosexuality and coloniality, are 
approached from a critical stance in the activities proposed. The proposal is divided into three sections 
that touch upon grammatical, cultural, and social issues. The last two sections are structured by three 
strategies in regard to stereotypes. They are those of denaturalization, reperspectivization, and critical 
border thinking. First, I aim at breaking students’ stereotypes about cowboys, portrayed as the 
dominant group in the novel, and native Americans, portrayed as the ones subdued. Second, I aim at 
enriching their view with alternative perspectives. Third, I aim at making them aware of how multiple 
local perspectives are needed in order to do justice to the complexity of cultural and social interactions. 
All in all, the teaching proposal here continues a trend of critical pedagogy in foreign language teaching 
that focuses on cultural and social issues of the world relevant for students. 
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TIME/ ROOM  13.30-15.30/ 21.G08 

COLLOQUIUM 

Crossing disciplinary boundaries: Challenges to ESP/LSP assessment 

Cathie Elder - University of Melbourne 
Ute Knoch - University of Melbourne 
Robyn Woodward-Kron - University of Melbourne 
Janne Morton - University of Melbourne 
Tim McNamara - University of Melbourne 
Elizabeth Manias - Deakin University 
Susy Macqueen – Australia National University 
John Pill - Lancaster University 
Kellie Frost - University of Melbourne 

Eleanor Flynn - University of Melbourne 

In language for specific purposes (LSP) assessment practice, the construct, i.e. the view of language and 
communication represented by a test or an assessment tool, often reflects models of language ability 
devised by scholars within the testing field. But the LSP construct also represents the values of other 
fields of practice and serves social purposes in the construction of public standards and normative 
models of language use. This colloquium challenges the notion of the LSP construct as primarily 
accountable as an assessment phenomenon through papers that explore such questions as the 
following: 

• How does the LSP construct represent the values and genres of a professional or academic field? What 
are the issues that govern selection among a rich and varied set of possibilities? 

• How are test scores and the constructs they represent used by different score user communities in the 
construction of public policy, especially in the notions of “licensing” and “readiness?” 

The papers in the colloquium reference a variety of disciplines in real-world high-stakes assessment 
contexts such as the licensing of teachers, engineers and health professionals in Australia and the UK; 
the screening of accounting professionals for employment and skilled migration purposes in Australia, 
and professional acculturation for students in an architecture design studio. 
 
A discussant will explore the social and ideological uses of the LSP construct as well as the evolving 
framework of language for specific purposes within applied linguistics.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.104 

Developing a WCF scheme for data-driven learning 

Peter Crosthwaite - University of Queensland 

Neomy Storch - University of Melbourne 

Data-driven learning (DDL) (Johns, 1991) involves language learners engaging with language corpora to 
derive inductive, autonomous assumptions about language for the purposes of language acquisition 
(Flowerdew, 2015). However, there are two ‘limits’ to DDL (Boulton, 2007) that require urgent attention 
if DDL is to succeed. The first is that of the efficacy of DDL for error correction, in that while corpora 
might be used to resolve certain error types, e.g. collocation, they are less capable of resolving other 
error types, e.g. morphosyntax. The second involves the written corrective feedback (WCF) scheme for 
highlighting errors in student writing for the purposes of subsequent revision by corpus query. Certain 
WCF forms can result in learners no longer requiring the corpus to resolve an error, or might not lead 
students to successful error resolution (Crosthwaite, 2017). 
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To resolve these issues, this paper presents the results of a year-long, large-scale investigation into the 
relationship between DDL and WCF, involving almost 1,000 graduate students at the University of 
Queensland. Students took a 5hr online course on DDL, before submitting written samples for WCF, 
revising these drafts and marking errors corrected with/without the corpus. We report on the 
experimental trialing of a variety of WCF feedback approaches to determine best practice for DDL-based 
error correction in graduate writing. We then outline a new, DDL-specific WCF model scheme arising 
from this data, which includes (for the first time) a continuum of explicit to indirect WCF according to 
the error type in question and the proficiency of the learner in DDL practice. We conclude with empirical 
data regarding the success of this new model WCF scheme in resolving errors in graduate writing, 
alongside various stakeholder’s perceptions of the model scheme and of DDL in general, before 
encouraging others to use our scheme in future DDL research. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.101 

Language teacher agency and policy response: An activity theory perspective 

Tram Do Quynh Phan - University of New South Wales 

Teachers are increasingly acknowledged as the critical factor deciding the effectiveness and success of 
any language education policy. However, the agentive role of teachers has remained under-researched 
(Hamid et al., 2013) especially in a context where the education reforms tend to be top-down like 
Vietnam. This multiple qualitative case study, therefore, was to investigate English-as-a-foreign-
language teacher agency in response to the newly-introduced English curriculum in Vietnam by 
examining how individual agency in the form of teachers’ beliefs interacted with the cultural influences 
in their teaching contexts. This study was framed within cultural historical activity theory (Engeström, 
1987) and its notion of inner contradictions. The aims of the study were to examine: (a) tensions 
between participant teacher beliefs and the curriculum philosophy and management of its 
implementation; and (b) how participant teachers negotiated those tensions. Data were collected from 
semi-structured interviews with classroom teachers and school administrators, classroom observations 
and documents such as school policy and lesson plans. Results suggested the reform-related agency of 
the participant teachers was strongly mediated by their understanding of the curriculum philosophy, the 
student examinations, teacher assessment and their identity as a teacher and (potential) leader. The 
presentation puts forward implications for teachers, teacher educators, school leaders and policy-
makers to support the agentive roles of the teachers in reform implementation. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 67.102 

Can extensive reading activities improve Saudi university students’ grammatical range and accuracy in 
EFL speaking 

Abduh Almashy - Newcastle University 

Mei Lin - Newcastle University 

The objective of this research was to evaluate the impact of extensive reading activities on enhancing 
the speaking competencies, particularly grammatical range and accuracy, of Saudi EFL university 
students. The possibility of improving speaking competencies through extensive reading arises from the 
reported effects of extensive reading on different competencies in the English language.  

A mixed methods approach was used to answer the research questions. The participants were 93 male 
students studying at level 4 of the Speaking and Listening EFL course at University College Alqunfutha, 
Umm Al-Qura University in Saudi Arabia.  

The achievement of grammatical range and accuracy in speaking due to extensive reading with or 
without oral reporting was compared against the case in the control group. The two experimental 
groups each contained 30 students, whereas the control group contained 33. A pre-International English 
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Language Testing System (IELTS), the nine-band speaking test, were administered to all the participants 
for nine weeks. Pre- and post-surveys were administered to all groups. The content validity and 
reliability of the pre- and post-surveys were satisfactory. The qualitative phase consisted of post-
interventional interviews of participants from the two experimental groups.  

Descriptive statistics of baseline data, survey response analysis, MANCOVA, and thematic analysis of the 
interviews were conducted. After the 9-week intervention, the results showed a positive attitude of the 
experimental participants towards extensive reading activities for developing speaking competencies. 
There was an increase in grammatical proficiency due to extensive reading with oral reporting compared 
to the control and with extensive reading only. Therefore, combining extensive reading with oral 
reporting was more advantageous than extensive reading only 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 21.114 

Characterizing English-language haiku: Corpus-driven analyses of second language poetry writing 

Atsushi Iida - Gunma University 

Many researchers have argued that poetry writing helps second language (L2) learners to develop their 
voice and enhance L2 literacy development (Hanauer, 2012; Iida, 2012; Spiro, 2014). Previous research 
on writing haiku, a Japanese poem that contains 17 syllables in a three-line 5-7-5 syllable structure, 
discussed pedagogical implications for the teaching of poetry writing in the L2 classroom, but there is 
scant reporting on the textual features of L2 poetry writing. The current study addresses this issue by 
investigating poetic texts produced by L2 writers and aims to provide a global description of the 
characteristics of English-language haiku.  

This study was designed to answer the following research question: what are the textual and literary 
features of English-language haiku written by Japanese students? A total of 7,348 haiku poems focusing 
on their unforgettable memories were collected in the first-year college English courses over seven 
years. Drawing on Hanauer's (2010) quantitative methodological guidelines, a corpus of the 7,348 
poems was analyzed, with SPSS, LIWC2015, Range and Concordance software programs, to examine text 
size features, linguistic category, Lexical Frequency Profile, lexical content, and expressed emotions. 

The results of this study showed that English-language haiku averages 13 words using simple and high-
frequency vocabulary items. It also revealed a specific style of haiku writing: the frequent use of first 
person pronouns and sensory and emotional words indicated that haiku was based on L2 writers' direct 
and emotional responses to their significantly meaningful life experiences. These findings provide 
empirical evidence for the previous study of Hanauer (2012) that poetry writing allows L2 learners to 
express themselves meaningfully in the target language. More broadly, this study exemplifies the ability 
of L2 writers to express their experiences through poetry writing. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.00-14.30/ 21.115 

Multilingual voices: South Sudanese women in Australia 

Necia Billinghurst - University of South Australia 

There are approximately 20,000 individuals who identify as Sudanese/southern Sudanese/South 
Sudanese in Australia (ABS 2011). They make up a small but diverse immigrant community, coming from 
a richly multilingual society of 69 living languages (Simons & Fennig, 2018) and a diversity of ethnic 
cultures. As with most African migrants, each individual brings a varied multilingual repertoire, as well as 
complex networks of affiliation little understood in mainstream Australian media and society.  

Since the largest wave of South Sudanese migration (2003-2006), a body of research has emerged 
especially focused on the adaptation of Sudanese youth to the Australian education system (Hatoss 
2013). Less research has explored how this population, especially its women, has integrated linguistically 
and culturally into Australian society as its members have moved from refugee to resident status, 
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reached adulthood, entered the workforce, and started families. Using a mixed methods approach 
(observation, survey, interview), I investigate the linguistic life of adult South Sudanese women in South 
Australia. Women are the focus as they have been shown to significantly influence language use and 
shift in a community (Paulston 1994). My presentation will share preliminary research to answer the 
following questions:  

• How/to what extent do South Sudanese women in South Australia use their multilingual repertoires to 
navigate between mainstream society and their ethnic community?  

• What languages (or languaging practices) do they seek to maintain, exchange, or gain to enable them 
to do this?  

In this presentation I will share how South Sudanese women use language to engage in family, religion, 
and community in South Australia and shed light on motivations that may influence the language 
repertoires of their children. This research has potential implications for better understanding and 
improved social cohesion between South Sudanese migrants and Australian society. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.104 

Sustainable E-learning system: A case study in UNPAM, Indonesia 

Djasminar Anwar - Pamulang University 

Laksmy Kusumoriny - Pamulang University 

The use of an e-learning system is becoming increasingly important for the learners in English  
Department, Faculty of Letters in Universitas Pamulang (UNPAM) in Indonesia. It is one of the 
strategic policies made to support the program study performance as well as to improve the 
learners’ experience, learning autonomy, self confidence, and the quality of learning process. This 
descriptive qualitative case study discusses whether or not the learners and lecturers are willing 
to implement and accept the e-learning system. Forum discussions are the main activities where 
learners and the lecturer interact to discuss the topic given. Questionnaires were given to both lecturer 
and learners. Besides, a report from the e-learning study centre shows lecturers and learners have been 
active in the discussion forum. Thus, the 
implementation of e-learning demonstrates positive response in terms of sustainability. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.101 

Walking the talk: Our languages journey 

Susan Poetsch - University of Sydney 

Faith Baisden - First Languages Australia 

Carolyn Barker - First Languages Australia 

This presentation reports on the development of a web-based knowledge bank (during 2018) which 
captures key milestones in the strengthening of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages from the 
1970s until now. Users can freely access the content online via a graphic timeline, with links to 
documentary and audio-visual evidence of key challenges faced and achievements made in four areas: 
policy, education, language centres and resources. The presentation aims to explain why and how the 
knowledge bank is necessary to support on-going advocacy and effective progress for language revival 
and maintenance. Indigenous language workers and their non-Indigenous colleagues across the 
continent often work in isolation, in under-resourced circumstances, and with languages that are at 
different stages in the revitalisation process. The knowledge bank timeline provides a means to:  

• build a collective record and shared understanding of the history of Indigenous language revitalisation 
in Australia 
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• showcase information about ways that ground has been gained and how set-backs have been faced 

• assert the accumulated knowledge and expertise of a network of Indigenous organisations and their 
non-Indigenous supporters with long experience in language revitalisation 

• inform and assist those who are new to the network, just beginning to work on their languages, and 
joining the ever-growing language revitalisation movement 

• educate policymakers and funding bodies, now and into the future. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 67.102 

Indonesian tertiary EFT teachers’ beliefs towards isolated and integrated grammar teaching 

Elisabet Murtisari - Satya Wacana Christian University 

Laura Salvadora - Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana 

With a lot of debates surrounding traditional and non-traditional grammar teaching, this descriptive 
study examines teachers’ beliefs toward isolated grammar teaching (Focus on Forms) and integrated 
grammar teaching (largely a version of Focus on Form) in the context of EFL tertiary language study in 
Indonesia. The data were obtained by conducting semi-structured interviews with 11 Indonesian 
teachers of an English language program of a private university in Central Java. There was a tendency to 
favour isolated grammar instruction regarding its perceived efficacy to assist EFL students to understand 
the meaning of grammatical items and to promote accuracy. However, teachers tended to be more 
reserved about the effectiveness of either approach to help students apply grammar in communication, 
although several were confident that integrated grammar is more effective in this respect. With the 
strengths and drawbacks of each approach, most teachers believed that both were complementary in 
their EFL setting. In spite of this, many emphasized the indispensability of isolated grammar teaching, 
especially due to the lack of English exposure in their EFL context and the approach’s perceived capacity 
to help students with low competency with its typically explicit method of presentation. Drawn mostly 
on teachers’ experience in grammar teaching, this research offers insights into how FonF and FonFs are 
viewed on a more practical level amidst controversies on how to best teach grammar. 
 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 21.114 

Sex education 1990s-present: A corpus linguistic approach 

Georgia Carr - University of Sydney 

In a society with ongoing gender and sexuality inequality, sex education has the potential to challenge 
the status quo. To properly understand sex education, it is important to consider the informal education 
that takes place outside the classroom. Students often seek out other resources to supplement the 
education they receive in school, especially to cover topics which are absent or underdeveloped in the 
formal sex education curriculum. A key resource for this, especially among young women, is magazines. 
Teenage girls report that magazines are a preferred source of information and guidance about sex, and 
some girls consider them to be as important a source as parents. This is particularly true for advice 
columns, which create a direct interaction between the reader and the magazine. They encourage the 
disclosure of intimate, confidential information, making advice columns a ready medium for the 
production and consumption of sex education.  

To explore this aspect of sex education in detail, this talk uses data from advice columns in a widely 
circulated magazine aimed at young Australian women. The data are taken from the mid-1990s and the 
mid-2010s, allowing a diachronic comparison which offers insight into how sex education has changed 
or remained the same in Australia over the past two decades. A corpus linguistic analysis reveals a 
preoccupation with sexual health in the 1990s which has shifted to a preoccupation with mental health 
in the 2010s. For both decades, the data reflect a concern with normality and what behaviours are seen 
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as ordinary and acceptable. These findings are discussed with reference to sex education discourses. 
This talk will examine the pervasiveness of traditional, conservative values, but also reflect on the move 
towards a more progressive and inclusive sex education. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  14.30-15.00/ 21.115 

Whose business Is business English? A look at business English courses in Thailand 

Nussara Wadsorn - Assumption University of Thailand 

Business English (BE) has gained its popularity in Thailand in the past few decades. This is evident in a 
great number of BE programmes being offered in a variety of forms ranging from high school courses, 
private language schools, vocational institutes, as well as tertiary or even higher educations. In principle, 
Business English should share the same design as English for Specific Purposes, i.e. specific language 
corpus with emphasis on particular kinds of communication in a specific context (Ellis & Johnson, 1994). 
However, exploration of Business English course descriptions among these education providers revealed 
different focus and emphasis in the subjects; while some of them embrace business content as the main 
stream of BE curriculum, many simply treat BE as General English or English for Academic Purposes 
(EAP) with additional business terms and situations in the contexts of usage. This paper examines 
Business English courses offered in two universities in Thailand. Investigations revealed an imbalanced 
weighting on business subject matter over language skills and that BE syllabuses under study are CLIL 
(Content and Language Integrated Learning) in their nature; a departure from BE philosophy in early 
years. Discussion of the pros and cons of such treatment of Business English is subsequently made for 
language teachers/ practitioners.  

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.101 

A political economy of English in education in remote Aboriginal schools 

Amy Thomas - University of Technology  

It is undeniable that the Australian state has pursued policies and the construction of an environment 
where English is imposed as a language of instruction in remote Aboriginal schools—and, importantly, 
that is Standard Australian English (SAE)—regardless of the wishes of Aboriginal communities, and 
usually expressly against them. This paper argues the link between Aboriginal self-determination and 
the maintenance of Aboriginal languages makes, for the Australian state, the denial of Aboriginal 
linguistic freedom a corollary of Aboriginal assimilation into ‘mainstream’ Australian capitalism. The 
push for such ‘mainstreaming’ policies in Aboriginal affairs, have, since the 1990s, been characterised by 
the argument that remote Aboriginal communities are ‘unviable’ and that the free market, rather than 
community control and state investment in services, holds the solution to social dysfunction. This paper 
traces the connection between bilingual education in a some remote schools and its connection to 
Aboriginal control over Aboriginal affairs, and argues, through critical analysis of government reports on 
remote education, that the desire to end Aboriginal self-determination has motivated a push against 
bilingual education in remote schools since 1999. Thus, the push for language justice is tied up with 
wider social questions. Attempting to uncover the operations of this process can add to the evolving 
‘sociopoliticisation’ of applied linguistics, and the development of a critical approach to language policy 
and planning. 
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TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 67.102 

Learners’ beliefs about using social networking sites for language learning 

Imad Alsmadi - University of Canberra 

Eleni Petraki - University of Canberra 

In recent years, social networking sites such as Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, and Twitter have gained 
popularity amongst young people internationally and this phenomenon is prevalent in Jordan (Lamy & 
Zourou, 2013). Due to the important role they play in young people’s lives, there is a growing interest in 
integrating social networking sites in educational environments and language teaching more specifically. 
Much of the research has focused on making proposals for integrating aspects of technology in language 
teaching but has not examined learners’ use of, nor their perceptions about social networking sites as 
language learning tools (Alarabiat & Al-Mohammad, 2015). The present paper focuses on addressing this 
gap, by investigating the attitudes and perceptions of university learners of English as a foreign language 
towards first, their English usage on various social networking sites and second, the potential of these 
sites as language learning tools in the context of Jordan. The study employed a questionnaire recruting 
400 university students from 5 universities in Jordan to enhance generalisability. The findings indicate 
that the majority of learners in Jordan use social networking sites frequently to practice English 
language skills and have positive attitudes to the use of different social networking sites in the language 
classroom. Moreover, the inferential statistical analysis show that there is a relationship between 
students’ age and their support of the use of social networking sites in the language learning process. In 
addition, social networking sites are perceived as effective technological tools, used to not only 
distribute educational resources but also improve teacher-student communication. This study has 
enormous implications for changing traditional teaching methods, increasing student motivation and 
improving students’ language learning in Jordan. 

 

TIME/ ROOM  15.00-15.30/ 21.114 

A corpus-based approach to spatial metaphors in Chinese academic writing 

Xinlei Zhang - Chemnitz Technology University 

In attempting to minimize the subjectivity of cognitive linguistics, corpus-based approaches are applied 
in recent years. This study uses a corpus-based approach to investigate the usage of spatial preposition 
in, at and on in the academic writing by Chinese students quantitatively and qualitatively. The Chinese 
academic writing corpus, built by our group, contains more than 1.6 million words written by Chinese 
students in different branches of English language and literature between 2005 and 2014, and all data 
from it is analyzed. The theoretical frames used are the concept of Embodiment Philosophy and 
Principled Polysemy Network proposed by Evan & Tyler in 2001.  

This paper aims at applying the analysis of semantics of prepositions to English pedagogy. In the 
quantitative study, the author makes an analysis of metaphorical expressions of in, at and on: firstly, 
Antconc software is used to find the frequency and distribution of the three prepositions in the corpus; 
secondly, I use SPSS (20.0) to research the correlation between the usage of one certain word in each 
paper and the amount; thirdly, the collostructional analysis method (continuously developed by 
Stafanowitsch & Gries since 2003) is used, which reveals the semantic clustering of in, at and on in one 
or more slots of constructions, thus yielding the characteristic of Chinese learners on various 
constructional senses. In the qualitative study, many comparative examples, especially the ones 
influenced by Chinese language, are demonstrated, which adduces the empirical evidence in support of 
the Chinese learners’ cognition on spatial metaphor: despite the same schematicity on the basic level in 
different languages, learners have environment-specific “idiosyncrasies” in higher target domains. More 
preciously, Chinese learners’ texts show under-specification in the process of schematisation and their 
misuse of prepositions.  
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